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&. GEORGIA A. BEARD . 

Not e dated April 6th, 1934 , for $10 , 000.00, due August 

6th , 19~4 ) and s e cured by n deed of trust dnte d October 1 6th, 

1924 , on all the r eal e s tate and pe rsonal property owned by the 

IJnrllnt on Hotel Company. Said debt with interest 1s as fol10W8: 

Pr1no1pal $10 , 000 .00 

242 .64 Int erest trom 8- 6-1934 to 1-1-1935 

Total $1.0, 242.64 

Your Commissioner reports that the liene of the Bank 

of Marlinton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity 

and are both seoured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge 

Nat10nal Bank of Lexington, Virg inia, having assigned its lien 

by virtue of eal d deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard . 

Your Commissioner further f inds that these liens are 

liens on all the real estate owned 'by the Marlinton Hotel Company 

and on all the personal property owned by the Marlinton Hotel 

Company, on October 16th, 1924, and they are not liens on any 

personal property acquired by the Marlinton Hotel Company, 6Ubae

quent to October 16th, 1924, or any "replacement s made by the Mar

linton Hotel Company for personal property owned on the 16th day 

of October , 1924. 

LIENS OF ' THE THIRD CLASS. 

FARMERS AND MERCHANTS BANK. 

Note dated April 14th, 1934, fo r $5,360.00, wlth • 

credit of $60.00, due July 14th , 1934 , and secured b.1 a deed . of 

trus t dated October 15th, 1926, on all the real estate and penoDal. 

property owned by the Marlinton Hotel Company. Sald de~ wlth 

interest 1s as follows: 
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COONl'Y , 

By t he Act at ute • .t Richmond .... mbl.d In 1821, VirginIa Legi.latura 

Pocahontaa County.a. tonud ot territory detached trom the eOUDtiee of 

, Sath, . ;. with ~n are. ot 9()4. equare mi~ •• PeD(Ueton; and Randolph countie •• 

Colonei John Baxter ot Stony' Creak wae ,~ .' - . '.- ... ery ac.the in bringing about t,b. 
l ' 

- t ': ho countiu "were provided tor. ona·to orgllIlization ot thl! 1I.~ coun y. / , 

• .'.'. "I' .,;/." t 'The intention was to name the ti. named ,Alleghany~ the other ' PoeMen 1!l5; . , 

county .m_br~iDg th. : ~roWD ot the AlI.ghan!e ).Iountaina "Alleghany," the 

other lo.ar down Poc~ontaa, b~t owing to 'Il, clerical 'over eight the nam •• 

were interchanged. n-· •• tor tb. Inllian Prine.a. wbo IIllvad Pocaholl.t~ , nil ...... 

the life of John smith 

<, 

Inforination : W. Va. Blue Book. . ' . -. ~ 

, ' , , 
000, ____ _ 

,' - .;:. i" . :... , . " 

. FIRST COURT IN POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
~ . , . 

" -. 
llarcb 5, .1822 WIllS a very' i,mportant 

" 

daY. tor tbo c'ounty, tor it waa on that • 
day that the ffret county court was 

" , , . ~' 
at Hunter~ville: . Jam; Bradehaw' was 

I • \ '. ~ ".' , 

.... . .. ~ 
held at the residence 9t John Brad8~a. 

the !lounder of Hunte'reville, and alway. , . 
took an Betive part ~n all itd affairs. 

' '. 
John Jordan, William Poage, James TallmM,. Robert GaY, John Baxter, Georg • 

• 
Burner, and Benjamin T~1man were present and handed in their cOlIIDl eaions aa , 
Juetice. of tbe: Peac., afgned by Thomu Ilann Randolph, Governor of Virginia . 

Colon~l John Baxter administered the oath or office, each maber quali -
fied four timee. 

The four oathe .ere I 

To faithfully perform offlcl~ duties Fidelity to the C~oD1f'e&.lth ot 
Virgi nia. 

To .upport the "'ational Conetftut,loD, To oppose d
u
e1liDl. 

JOba,J d .. 

or aa ... a"orn"in .. higb aber1.tt, PYi.bg $30,000 bODd with Abr .. 

• 
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Joaiah Bosrd wae appointed clerk with 13,000 bond and Tholllae a ... Td, 

Ge orge Poaga and J8~ea Tallman, bondsmen. 

Johnson Reynold. ot Lewlaburg wae qualified &8 an attorney tor the , 
commonwealth. 

Sampaon L. Kathews was appointed Surveyor ot Land •• 

'it'illil!lzD Hughes - constable tot the Level. with $500 bond, and James 

Cooper - constable lor the upper part ot the cOWlty. 

On the B eeond day of this 8uaion ot court Jonathan Jordan, 0011 of John 

Jordan, appointed Deputy Sheriff. 

J 8, lDe8 ~alli.on, Ifiliiam EdJIdlson, John Hill. John Cochran, Alexllnder 

Ws?dall, John (Little Jobn) McNeill, Robert Moore, ~artiD Dilley, Benjamin 

Arbogast, Wil liam Sharp, William Hartman amd Joseph Walfenbarger appointed 

Overseers of r-oada. 

Cyrus Curry from Lexington and Johnston RaYDolda of Lewiaburg .era 
• - I 

licenssd to practice la! as the firet two members of the Pocahont.1 Bar. 

Travis W. Perkine licensed to open a hotel. 

Huntersville Was designated ae the county Beat. 

Information I Price's Hi8tory and court record.). 

(The businese of the third d~y was the organ ization of •• t.t. aal1tla. but 

I do not have my report on that quite completed .) 



--- -Feb. 13, 1940 

-1- Nelle y. A1ol.eughl~n 
U..e.rllnt:on, W. va. _ 

POCAJi)NTAS COUN',t'Y . 

Chapter 4- Section 4- -

POC~4u~t8B County was rormed by 8n HO~ or tbe Gen 

oral Assembly or Virgin,u, ., H1U~"v~d, Feb. 5, 1822 , at 

territory detaohed from the Counties of Bath, Pendleton and 
Randolph . 

How the name "'ss assigned to this county is not 
definitely known. 

There is no doubt but that it Waa naWed 
tor the Indian Prinoess bearing that name. 

Randolph , the Governor of the Commonwealth at the time the 

aot forming the new county wa. passad, was. diract desoand_ 

ent of Prince.s Pocahontas, and he m.y hava named the COunty 

Thomas Mann 

1n honor at his kinswoman. 

Tradition has 1t that about the 
time this COunty wa. formed, two counties ware provided for; 

ana: to ba named Pooahontas and the other Allegheny. The 

intention wa. to nama tha COunty embraced in the territory 

on the top at' tha mountains "Allegheny" and, the one 1'arther 

do.
n 

to'ard the Sea "Pooahontas", but for some raason the 
names Were interchanged. 

JU.tica. deSignated to act; John Jardin, ~ •. Poage, Jr. 
Jame. Tallman, RObert Gay, George Poa ge , Benjamin Tallman, 

JOhn Baxter, snd George Bu rner . 

They met at the hou.e of John Bradsha,., at HuntersVille , 
Mar oh 5, 

18
22, the day apPOinted 1'or that purpo.e . 

John Jardin .as OOmmissioned by hi. exoellenoy, Thos . A~nn RandOlph, GOvernor Of Virginia, as the 1'irst .heri1'1' Who 

anterad into band in penal ty of $30 , 000 With Abraham McNeel 
and rs •• o /.rcNael as hi. sureties. 

JOSiah Beard wa. aPPOinted Cl erk and qualified With 
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Thoma~ Beard , Geor ge Poage, and James Tallman as nis sureties. 

Joshua Reynolds was a ppointed Attorney ror the Common-
weal th . 

Sampson L. Mathews was appointed surveyor. 

Robert Gay was a ppo inted COmmiSSioner or Revenue ror 

1822 , end qual1.fied and entered into bond with William Cackley, 

end John Baxter as sureties. 

I n 1822 the t'ol l owlng persons were recommended to 

the Governor ror appointment .for mili tary service . 

Benjamin Tallman 

Woo . Blair 

Boon Tallman 

Andr ew G. Mathews 

Benjamin Wallace 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Major 

Captain or Cavalry 

First Lieutenant 

Second L1eutenant 
Woo . Arbogast, Henry HerOld, ISBao Moore

l 

end 

Mi l burn Hugbes as Captains of Milt tie. 

RObert f,'arwick 

Will iam Moore 

W1111am Young 

James Rhea 
Lieutenant 1n M111t1a 

Lieutenant in Militia 
Jacob Sl aven, James i7snl ess, Samuel Young , and 

James Callison, as EnSigns in the Militia . 

Abraham McNeel 

The ri rst Grand Jury: 

Samuel DaUgherty, 

George X •• 

Jo seph Fr i.l-

James Br lc1ger 

(For.man) 

ppointed Coroner 

John i.1oroney 

John Johnson 

James Grimes 

Samu.l \Vaugh 



-

Henry Herold 

John Gri me s 

Willia,. Blair 
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Samuel Hog shead 

William UcNeel 

Lanty Lockridge 

:~braham Seabord 

James Lew1s 

Moses Hughes 

Yindrew Edmiston 

Isaao McNee l 

John Mo ore 

Jona than Gr i ffin 

Fi rst Indiotments: 

David H. Smith, a~sault and battery 

Josiah Beard, obstructing public roads . 

Ludivicus Robins, a Presbyterian minister, was the 

first minister to authorize the rites of matrimony . 

May Term 1824: 

Vim. S. Ferrell licensed to practice l aw in the county. 

Courthouse in Huntersville built in 1824. 

May term 1826: 

The Court proceeded to fi x rates: 

Ordinaries 

French Brandy by t he t pint · .........•. . 25¢ 

IThiskey " .. n .. • . ..•...... •. 12t¢ , 

Rum " " n " · ....•.••••• • 2 5¢ 

App l e Brandy " " .. " ...••..•••.•• 12~ 

Bounce .. " .. " • ...••••••• •• 1B-i1t 

Peach Brandy " " " " · ..........•. 18~ 

Wines " " .. n • .•••••••••• • 25;-

Diet by the meal • . •..••••.• •• 2 5;-

Grain by the ga llon · .•.•.••••. •. 12i1t 
Bay for 24 hours ............ .. 12-;; 
Lode ing ........... . , .12!; 

- '. • • -.' .,1 •• . . ~ -._--
, -- -'-
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S eptember 24: 

Peter MoCain, undertaker of Publio buildings . 

Noveulber 1 822: 

Levi Moore, Benjamin Tallman, George Poage, Abraham 

MoNeel , Jaoob W. Mathews, and William Caokley, oommissioned 

to let out contraot for pu9l.1c buildings . 

!.:By Term 1822 : 

Levi Moore, Jaco b W. Mathews, Vlilliam Cac 14-ey, 

George Pocage, Abr aham MoNe el, Ben jamin Tallman, appointed 

oommissioners to advertise for bids for ereotion of a brick 

Court house, br i ck Clerks Office, and brick jail . 

June 1822'; . 

To be appropriated toward publio bui ld ings : $65 ~.5U 

June 1823 : 

Tb be appropriated toward public bui l dings: 1114. ~3 

June 1824: 

To be a , propr iated fo r public bui l dings: 1114.83 

Total •.•••••• $2885.16 

Add1t10nal work on pub11c Bu11d1ngs: 325.00 

3210.16 

Sheriffs 1872: 

IV. 

'G . 

January 1, 

R. 

J. 

Judges: 

L. McNeel 

H. Caokley 

1885 to 1889: 

S . Turk 

C. Arbogast 

Proseouting at*orney 

Sheriff 

First Term Of Cirouit Superior Court held Oot. 3, 1831. 

• 
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Arohi bald Stewart 
1822 t o 1831 Allen Taylor 

Oc t. 1831 t o Oct. 1836 
John J . Allen 

" 1836 " " 1840 
Ed"ard Johnson 

" 1840 " S e pt 1853 
Roht . H. Hudson Sept. 1853 " " 1861 
No oourt f'r om Sept . 1861 t o Nov. 1865. 
N. Harrison Nov. 1865 n Apr. 1870 
J. M. McWhor ter Apr. 1870 " May 1873 
H. A. Holt May 1873 n Jan. 1889 
A. N. Campbell .Tan. 1889 " n 1897 
J. !.l. Moll'hoJ> t e r n 189? " " 1904 
'!I. R. Benne tt n 1904 n n 1911 

Chas. s. Dice " 1911 " Mar. 1917 

S. H. Sharp Mar. 1917 " n 1936 

Mar k Jarrett n 1936 

Cler ks : 

.Tosiah Bear d 1822 to June 1831 

H. M. Moffett June 1831 

J . Tallma n May 1840 " April 1842 

H. M. Moffett 1842 " Mal' 18411 

Wm. Ske en " 1849 " July 18:>8 

Wm. Cur ry .Tuly 1858 • IIBy 1865 

Robert T. Gay May 1865 • ifill'. 186'1 

A. L. McKe eVer Mar . 186'1 JU. 18'10 

Robert T. Gay Jan. 18'11 • • 18'111 

." '1m. Curry " 18'111 • • l.IfII 

John .T. Beard " 1879 • • 
s. L. Brown " 1891 • • 
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C. J. McCarty Jan . lQ09 Jan . to 1\115 
S . L. Brown •• 1915 " ., 19 34 
C. M. K1noa ld 

1\134 

CIRCUIT CLERKS OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 

Henry M. Moffett 

· ·PPOinted olerk for Pocahont as County, Virg inia, on 

the 2 3rd day of Ma y. 1831, by Allen Taylor , ODe of the Judges 

of the General Super ior Court for Botetourte, Allegheny, Bath, 

Pocahonta s Bnd Greenbrier Countie s . Resigned Oc t. 2 , 183g . 

James Tallman. 

ApPointed Clerk for Po oahontas County. Vi r ginia , on 

t he 2nd day or October, 1839, by Judge John 3 . Allen . Died 

In o1'flce March 3, 1842 . 

Wi lliam Skeen 

Clerk Pro- tern ~rom March 3, 1842 unti l May 2 , 1842. 

Henry M. Morrett. 

ApPO inted Cl erk for Po oahontas County, Virginia, On the 

2nd day of May , 1842 , by Judg e Edw. Johnson. Resigned May 2, 1848 . 

111111am Skeen 

Appoi nted Clerk May 2, 1848 for Pocahontas Cou.nty, Va., 

by Judge Edw. Johnson. Served unt il July 13, 1858 . 

\'l11liam Curry 

Elected ~le r~ for ?ooahontas County , V1rg1n1a. May 27, 
1858 . Served from J uly 13, 1858 until ~ugust 17. 1866. 

Robert T . Gap' 

Appo inted Clerk by Judge N. Harr1son, Cor PooaboD\ea 

County, \Ve st Vir ginia iDD fiugust 17; 1865. Served uDtil 00'. U, 
1872 . 
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;'11111am Curry 

Eleote d Clerk Au g ust 22, 1872. Served trom Ootober 14, 1872 

unti l Deoember 12, 1878. 

John J. Beard . 

Elected Oc tober 8, 1878. Served from De c. 12, 1878 
Unt il January 1, 1891. 

J. H. Pat 't arson 

Elected November 4, 1890. Served from January 1, 1891 
until October 4, 1907. Died 1n Ottice . 

J . G. Tilton 

Appointed to till the unexpired term ot J. H. Patterson 

by Judge r/ . R. Bennet t on October 15, 1907. 

SUccessor qualified January 1, 1909. 

Served until his 

G. \'/. Sharp 

Elected November, 1908. Be-elected Hovember 1914. 

Served until January 1, 1921. 

D. C. J..dk:lson 

Electe d November 1920. Served until 1936 . 

Eleoted 1932. 

Kerth Nottingham 

ReSigned 1936. 

Richard McNeel 

AppOinted 1936 to fill unexpired term or Kertn 
Nottingham. 

Elected 1938. 
Grady Moore 

John Baxter 

• 

dppointed April 2, 1822 , Clerk of the Super10r ~, 
• 

ot Law for Pooahontas County, Virginia , By Judge Aroh1bal4 a .... 
art. Bond $30,000 .00 , wi th Abraham 1,lcNeel. W1lli .. B4a1.'CIII. 

Edmiston and Ililliam Cackley as sureties 
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County Gov£rnm<nt. Chapter X-

Ssnucl G Smi th Hi l l Gbo ro.w.Vn. . Pocah ontao County . 

Old rFcords show that acoordi ng t o assessment i n p i oneer days t hat 

horses wC'rE more' plent ifu l than today and records of Bath County Vlrg i-

nis show for the yEar of 17g2 wh en Pocahontas wa s a part of Bath that 

under George Poage distric t ass ess or h e listed gO b Ead of horsEs for Ja-

cob iial'llick,r1il l1am i7arnl ck 22 head and Alexand er D..tnlap 44 head. In I79I 

wh en Batb County was or ganiz ed , Sa muel Vance was the first ass essor of the 

firs t dist ri ot U which inoluded th e upp er end of Pocahontas County of to-

day and knOll'll today as Gr e€Dbank District.At that time there were only 

476 taxab l e pEOple listed owni ng I376 hors es,!; ca r riages,and 132 slav es, 

the roads i n this section of t he county at that tim e were: mere Indian tm-

ils,and bad to be wi dened to permit t b e us e of a vehlcle,as the first set-

t I er s were mo r e concerned about 
~' 

establi shing h omes and k Eeping track of the 

, 
Ind,ians tha t wer e so p l ent iful i n t h is sEotion,as the Indians or Red llan 

had layed out th e many trails that were us ed by our first settlers,as the 

first t rails wer e knor.n as bridl e paths as th e usual mode of travel was on 

hors eback and t he packsaddle b eing th e usual mode of t ransporting goods.For 

long generations t he Indians had follow ed th e sa me pa ths bEating them smooth 

and deEp in th e forest earth,then came our first s ettlers and he to used the-

se trail. but had to wid", and straighten many of th<m . 

I t apP'ars that th er e had b een no surveying don e prior to IlSO bu t aft_ 



County Gov t'mm cnt. Chapt er X-

samuel G Smith Hillsboro.W.Va.Pooahontas Co. 

date many tracts were surveyed and titles obtained as the roo-

dB of Augusta Oounty Va.show,these first tracts were secured by land 
.r . 

srsnts or patents and this was about I750 to 5I as th1s 1s when the 01-

dest settlement of what is now pocahontas County was made, this by Stephen 

I 
SEWell and Jacob Marlin and th1s settlement went by the name of MarlinS 

4,1 
Bottom until IS9fl when it became Marlinton which 1s the county-seat. 

The early settlers of what is pocahontas today would make a round 

trip to Richo:ond U in six weeks ,they would take a load .of venison and 

maple sugar o'Ver and trade it in Richmond for produce that the pioneers 

needed,and in the years that followed they went to Staunton to do their 

trading ·this trip cou ld be made in Bome eight or ten days,when one of 
• 

these trips were made as much 'l egal busines~ as could be was attended to 

as the distance was long and the trails steep and rough. 
, 

There wer e no schools 1n this sect.ion prior to I7S0 and very few , 

after that time for nany years,what few schools we had after th1s date 

were mostiy pay schools and the classes held in some old abandoned bu1ld-

ing whicb Vlould be chinked,and daubed with mud "bich had the open f1re 

place,and greased paper for window lights,the benches of split logs,with 

p i ns borEd in for l egs,the patrons paid the teaohers on a pErcap1ta bas-

1s. 



county Gov£"rnmen t_ S . G S Pooabontao Oounty .. ?age 3-

tbO p('Qple ot that age said all their ohildren needed was t o l earn to ~ 

rtad right,oypher,read the bible and be taught oitizenship,the latter was 

of great value as these people were settling a new country which had to a1-

most entirely enforoe what law they had and keep the peace and dign1ty of 

the new settlement that finally became Pocahontas County in the rugged hi1-

Is of i7est Augusta and now the West Virginia Hills .. 

Information Rella F Yeager HilI8bo ro.~ .. Va. 

C. W Price Marlinton.W.Va. and parts taken from the Pocahontas Times 

.of an old issee on county history. 

Nancy A McNE111.3uckeye.W.Va. 
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Chapt EX X County GovErnmmt _ 

Sm ith Hillsboro,li', Va.Po cahontas Oounty . 

Accordin g to aomE of our 0 der 1 folks tbat rf'mElDbE'r history the taxes 

1 now Pocahontas did little gOOd any_ 
oollect ed from the Population that 8 

r.h ere as we were . in 80 many counties at that time that tb e amlhunt collect ed 

t of it to make the collections, ' 
by each county was 80 small that 1 t cost mOB 

and tb e Virginia Board of Pu o. blJ. ~'orks hardly knEW we existed.in those days 

the only tax co eo e rlas 11 t d on P ersonal property and on real eetate,as they 

had no cap! tat Ion......... '" t
-- aa W' do tOday and tbe road tax was worked out on the 

roads around over the terretory on the western waters,facb man reCeived a 

notice whEo and where he was to Work and this was the way they kept most of 

the r oads up at that tim e,and prior to Iei21 there "aa very little 11' any 

i mprovements on the western side of the Alleghenys. 

Prior to the formation of Pocahontas County when an election was 
on ly land own ers 

held n'.Ujf IUIJijf voted and a majority of tbe Population wes Jeffersonian De_ 

Ocrata and the minority party wes known as Wh igs Which in later years 08.lIl0 

to power.Prior to the formation there was no School tax collected as there 

were no public schools,only pay private ones and aCCording to Prof.G.!) Mcll_ 

eill one of tbe first of tbese teachers was Big John l!clleDl ~~ather 
of th e pres ent John MeN ei ll of Buok E:y e. 

As to roa ds and taxation we had only a few traDs that in later 

y ears wer e i mp rOVEd and made into OUr better r oads shortly aft er the forI>.. 



GOVE"rnmOlt .S.O.S Pocahontas 00. __ _ 

of tbe oOWlty,thcy were very little needed and. they were mere 

savt' :for the main roads leading through wbat is now Pocahontas 00-

Ity and. tbe sid.e roads were just mer e path s or trails BO to spee.k,and th_ 

e WE:re kEpt up by the people of each lo cality by work rather than by tax_ 

00,86 the law at that timt fixed it so that once each year the population 

~Ch p8rticular section were called out to work the roads. 

The houses at this time were most ly .made of logs from the virgin for_ 

and today upon making a visit to consult John McNell1 of thel SWago sec_ 
• 

r found a house made entirely of logs bullt in UiI3 by Big Jobn 1Ic_ 

, and occupied at this time by a Jobn C 1IcNellU this house has a chim... 

ome 15 or r6 f eet across at the time this house Was built Big John J.!cll_ 

.6 not on ly a teacher but an Indian Herb r;octor ~travellng about over 

ire western wat ers teaching and g iving aid With his herbs. 

There were no public schools until aft er the formation of the county 

chools were built on the eastern side of the mountain,all 
public 

, erected there and through th1s praot1ce 1s what l ed to the format_ 

n ... county as the people as a whole thought they 
were not getting 

.1 in th e d1str1but10n of tax 
money and what it was spent for,and 

t without representation 1s "kat l ed to the 
formation of Pocahontas 

, it becoming a part of 17est 
V1rginia and known at that time as West 
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of the oounty ,they were very little needed and they were mere 

save tor the main roads leading through what is now Pocahontas 00-

unty and the aide roads were just mere paths or trails so to speak,and th-

t>se were kept up by the people of each l ocality by '«ark rather than by tax-

atlon,as the law at that time fixed it so that once each year the population 

of each particular section were called out to "ark the roads. 

'The houses at this time "ere mostly made of logs from the virgin for-

est and today upon making a visit to consult John McNeill of th 'l Swago seo-

tion I found a house made entirely of logs built in ISI3 by Big John llc-

neill and occupied at this time by a John C McNeila this house haa a ch1m-

ney some 15 or 16 feet across at the time tbis house was built Big John l&JI-

eill was Dot only a teacher but an Indian Herb Doctor~traveling about over 

th e entire "estern waters teaching and giving aid with his herbs. 

Th er e were no public schools until aft er the formation of the county 

as all schools were built on the eastern side of the mountain,all public 

bUildings erected th ere and through this practice 1s wbat led to the format-

10n of a new t coun y as the people as a whole thought they were not getting 

a fair dEa l in the distribution of tax money and what it VIas spent for,end 

this along without representation is what led to the formation of pocahontas 

County and it b eooming a part of Yiest Virginia and known at that time aB 'Ieat 



JOunty Government oS.O.S_ Pocahontas County . 

The events that led to the formation of a n ~'I1 county was the cause 

..4 the move and it was not for political r easons as it was not a political U 

ist move 1n any respect ,but was for the good of th e people in general and not for 

ureo Q. 

stand 

just a few. 

Most of the land on the western waters was granted by Augusta County 

Virg inia and records to that affect are found at staunton in grant book number 

I.In searching ol d records 1: found in the posession of A.1t McNeill a dec end-

ant of one of the first settlers of Pocahontas COWlty 'one was a deed made in 

April 1796 granting Thomas McNe!ll a tract of land and signed by the gover_ 

no r of Virginia at Richmond Robert Brooke GO'wE-rnor aKUUXU?{U this deEd 

was written with a quill on buckskin or some Bart of thin leather,the other 

was a deed from Bath County Virginia the clerks office to Jonathan l.:cNel11 

to ililliam McNe!ll in nnS,the first was a land grant the latter a a..H'd froll 

on e indi vi dua l to anoth er. 

Information_Calvin Price Marllnton o ~.Va. 

G.D MCNetll.Buckeye. W.va o& John C McNeill Buckeye. \7 .Va. 

WoG McKeever . Buokeye.ii.¥a . and from o ld deeds fOWld in POisEsslon of A •• 
McNetl l of Buckeye. W.Va. 
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According to my in!~n:rznt lL r . c. n Price thEre was no po litiQal 

in Virginia from which Pocahontas County came prior to I750 and 

according to la.Price the land comprising Po cahontas County came from 

many different counties of old Virgi nia as Agusta County with tbe county 

S€at of Staunton r.as formed and the land made a vaile.ble in 1722 1n the 

treaty '71th th E Indian s at Albany th i s truty dt:alt 17ith the western \7at_ 

county of Agusta. InX 1777 Bot 'Mourt flaS form€d;[: and ran to the mouth of 

Sr.rago Creek and on tb e south on down the Greenbrier.Harrison County from 

Swago Creek north th is was surveyed 1785 and took in land from the head 

of Sp i ce:: Run to E~nErhassEt t Island.The fornation of Pendleton County r;as 

Arbovale nol\" in the upper sEct ion of Pocahontas and took in all thE lend 

north.Ran do l ph County Vlas formed 1792 an d run from the GrEEDbriE-r line nor_ 

t h to BEV E.rley,Foraetion of Bath County y,'as in 1792,thuB POcahontas County 

\72,S formed in Bath County to the P €ndlE't on ,:oun't:y line tlith Fiandolph Cou-

nty "Est of Alleghaney and FJ.k and Gauley valleys. The county Sfat prior to 

the format ion of Pocahontas County \ .... as Staunton in Aguata County . 

The peoplE of the te-rretory now Pocahontas were vt-ry . little depencSaDt 

on their count y &;OVE:rnment as it 17aa so far away tbat they nevEr vis1ttd it 

on ly to pay taxes , record a dEEd or . ecur' a of th 
.. lllal'r:a&f" licfns e .A record ~ 
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COWlty C:OV{ r nm cnt. s . c . S F ocahon t a s Co . _ 

ctnurt 1- ~" il cl-~ 
County Court of 1774 excuses Ch. r1es R1nn 1s0nA~fceu'i. h. 

l1vE'd beyond thE' d roop,ref' €:rrin g to Our Droop Uountain h t=re in ? ocahontlll 

COu""lty . Chal' l es Cameron c l erk of the Bath County Court lived at what is 

Dlnmo r .e a t th e present timE in our county of Pocahontas. 

Tbe County court members were all Justices of the PEace and at _ 

t En ded t o all matters as they do today but met only 2 or 3 times each 

y ear . Th e farmers '\'l e r E. v e ry littlE: concerned over the affairs of tbe \'1 ES-

t ern I.aters as . they were busy trying to make a living and not so mucb int -

e-rested in thE-ir county government as this section layed 1n 80 ueny dif -

ferEnt count i es of old Virginia therE was very little hop!=,s for cOOpera_ 

tlon either by the fa r mers or the county in which they WEre a part at th_ 

at time. And the Virg i nia board of Public works hardly knew we exlstE'Q. and 

at that time there was two political partiES namely the Jeff E'reonlah DeIn-

ocrate and the 1'ih i gs,and the laws passed by the Ass£mb ley d1d not abow much 

concern for the pEople across th e mount£1.;i.n qr the oni'S on the Western wat-

ers that- later became Pocahontas .. 

Inforrnation __ Gal vin 1'/ Pric e Marlinton. W. Va. 
Hardesty. History An d Geog raphical mcyclop€d1a. 

Court Reco rds. 
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pocahontas County lies in the extreme €astern portion of the eta

~and 1s the southermost of what is known as the mountain tier of count-

i es lit 1s bounded on the North by Randolph County,Northeast by Pendleton 

Fast ana Southwest by Highland and Bath Count1es,in old Virginia,South by 

Gr eenbrier and west by GrEenbrier and Webster.The surfaoe 1s moet ly rough 

and mOWltainous ,and it 1s here that the trav el.er beholds lofty long itud_ 

lal and transv erse ranges ,trending to EVery po1nt of the compass,and as he 

stands and gazes upon the scene spread out before him,he exper1ences that 

feellng of sublimity which ever ~J:u impress es the traveler when surrol.m_ 

ded by lofty mountains .HEre he stands entranced wlth the picture of scenic 

grandeur spread out before h1m whose power reared those mighty !l8.B8€B around 

him and realizes that he who 4.1d it "caused a thousand worlds to be.-

It was in the month at llarch in the year W L!i2 I that the s"'03;al 

assembly of Virginia passed entitled an act to provide for the fo .... UOll ttl 

a nEw county out of parts of Bath,Pendleton and Randolph,the area at tJa1a 

time was 760 square miles but in i 824 the southern bounda17 ............... 

taking a s11ce off of Greenbri er and increasing the area of Po--. 

820,this area of land was to be known as Pocahontas 1n ""'17 of .... sa 

of the Indian princess of that name. 

Prior to the forllllHon of Pocahontas County the earq 
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~y Oov '"mm'n tI. 9. 0 . B-Poon.hont.o.* CO . Pact 2-___ _ 

;f.t''.rn 111d ot the Al l ISMnlt Llount.r).1no bo..4 to go t o i7l).rl'll SprinS' the 00-

unty u ntl ot wh1ch w w~r orl g1no.11y n part to pay th 11' tax~.,8 t a marrl-

8g 11 hU,(I and o.ttC'nd to all legal lTI(\1.tero. t.hHr on ly IDOde ot trav el. be1ng 

on toot or horo cbuok and it be1ng oonolc1(rabl d1otanoe W8Q v ry unhandy 10 

\'then 'th new oOWlty waD mnd th oounty Bfnt wa o otablloh <1 a.t lIunt~av1_ 

.U lI in Pooo.llontno there y making t.h 11' oounty gov\.rnmcnt 0101 l' hom and. 

lI\o.lclog cv rythlng v ry muoh mol' oonven!('flt lor th acttl ra aa they had to 

opC'Jld 0.1) muoh ot th ir tim aD pooaibl at hom X making a liv1ng,clC'ar1.Dg 

ih ground.,oupp lylng th table with meat . S fore th formation of tb nCW 00-

unty th oh r1ft of Bath Oounty call ated tht takC'B, enforoed. the la •• and 

kCpt ord r . Oourt WQ.o h l<1o.t \'.farm Springe with tbe judge,a.ttonlcya and juo-

'Lio 0 of that 0 otion Md oft"" it IVo.O impooeible to locato tbe abtr1!f to 

look Il.ftrr .Unixe on t h o wcot rn oid of th AllrghanY8tbi .... vcry unOIl-

ti8rnotory to t11 0 ttlcxo on t hl. oid. 00 they b ;;an to talk a n ... county 

" ith " n<lV oount y 8<'6t "ith thoir own local m ...... b .. d. of th' nO. cwnty 

gov(m,.",t.About ,,11 tb, attention g1Jrrn our people ... on tu: dar and tb 

money b'ing DpQlt on th f"atern o1d, of tb mountain an4 thle 414 not .uit 

th P'Olll of "hat wao kno'm no l7<ot Au ",.ta at tho ti •• bltor. tlI formation 

of thl nlw oounty,thio orot10n bl1ntJ 1IIOunt"lnoul an4 aettltcl by the It(rdy 

p'oplt of old Virg1n1. 1t apP'"rrd to th 80ttler. that they w(r ry);"t1n& 'h 
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" ons i ri
e
rat l on t bey thought thEy should have 80 they b egan to work on the 

format i on of th e present county,but to accomplish this end Bome of tbe 

most In!' lu en tla.l men of this section had to spend considerabl e time n eg _ 

ot l atlng with officials of old Vir ginia ,this took p lace during James Uon-

roes t erm as Pr eBld~t of t he United Stat es he b eing a native Bon of Old 

Virginia. 

Information_W.G MoKeever.Buckeye.W.Va. 

Rella F YEager .Hillsboro. II 

Hardestyge Historical &. Geographical !ncycloped1a. 
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ci"ter the for:r~.t1on of the county in 1££1 the taxES ;,E:rc:. If ... teEd 

s 
ilSSC('cine; (.::.oh non le person ov er 21 y€al'S of ac E I.mOUnts varyinf. ~rom 

25 cts,to uell over 11 do l lar according to Population ae t b ey 'stinated 

bOlo' ;.-uch it Ifou ld t ak e to run the county Go\" t;.rn r.: E.nt thQ'l ass Essed t"tlch in_ 

habitant of t h e, county h is p rop ortiona te part,this system rE. 8 ue:;€d for a 

nUr:<b cr of y(ars bu t as the county g r€'1'l and mO Te !'evinue '&.6 nE.Eded to :.-un 

it a l€'.'y T:as JaYEd 80 much on th € one hUndrEd dollars valuation of fZ.cb 

~ l'Op '-rty m7n er, this \':es smfiei Ent illlti l th c- county gov ernrn ent EXpandEd e.e 

it took mo rE:. mEn to run it e. s tbe Population Gre., c.B the- POpulp.tlon \"~as (;1' -

Eetcr . more peop le to protect,more l'€cOrds to kE:Ep, mox€ roads to bU i ld end 

r.;.aintein,the levy r.ae a roun d :i 2, 500.00 for many yE2.rs but &xec!Ually n.ised 

:rom yEer to year unt il a t the presenj; ti me the tv:pcyers of POcahontas Cou_ 

nt y pay i n the neighborhood of $ 7I, S23 . n ot counting pUb lic serv1ce tax & 

thbe'i tota l expenditu r es of th e count y for I 940 !'T ere $ 28}. 466.oOn not coun t1= pu .... c ASBis"tanc e .~ 

In 1920 th€: GE:lera l CoUnty PurposE esti nlCte ~-a 6 . 1;.4, 092, 44!o o e Bp _ 

f-nt on th€ main hi €;hHays o r class A roadS of thE' coun ty .Th e t otal v['lue of 

Pocah ontas County in personal propsrty in 1920 i7as ... 14 , 697 !;SO e8 ahOl!"D. b y 

th e c.SS€ssm ent of tlm.t time, th E a.moun t to b e raised by l€Yy 26 , 71..3. b eal d._ 

the e;,r.;ou.'1 ts to b e raiSEd for €.Ech district to OE' USEj on class E roadS 1Ul4 

oth CIT-l sc , District road funds to b e raiSEd by G-l'E;Cnbutk ::t.s!r1ct 'as " S. 15' 

:nd tb. c va luE at ~ E; distr i c t "as 'If' 4,206, 2C5,far i t=e.y .J1,st=lc t tor road .. 
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Gov("rn r.J C1t . Sl:.~_il (l G. S,".lth •. :l 11sboro . " . Ve. . roc&l-.o~t e.s bo .~ 2 . 

10, T!)!e4 VA lu C of tb E. distrlct ... 3, 3eCor6-i Or Hun t frev! lIE:" D1.-

Etrict roa d p:J.rpOS€6 $: 5,116;1 and Eo. tot.a1 value_of the district 1, 70;
4

38 , 

fo r Little Levels fo r di strict road purpOSE:S .; 7.&57 . 70 £.Dei the value of . 
t h e district in persona l p roperty e 2,55256sSor 1921 the g eneral county 

levy \\P..S 30 cents on Each ~ roo . oo valuation of last RssEssment,tbe coun't;r 

road fund levy order ,':as I ; cte on the one- hundred dollars va luatlon,thie 

,-:as fo r b enera l county road 9urpasEs 1'!hile the fOllorling 'l7es the f i gur es 

fordistrict r oad pUrpOSES I; et e OIl E!icb one bu.."ldred dollars,besidES t h e. 

20 cte (; ciditiona l for GrE.enbank District to meet hEr bon dEd iDd6tt&lCes as 

they vot ed 1n I 920 - :. 260 . 000 . 00 road bond th~t bad to be retired cs.ch yeu-

th i s is th e on ly b ondEd i ndEbt i dnes 6 of any of the districts of the cO'.J.nty. 

In I 92S the €) E!lE-ra l county purpose estimatE-reCEipts h. 773 lind !he 

estimated. diebursments by the county court tha.t lays the county levy 1s 

... 51 J 722 ,83 and the amount to b e- raised b~· levy ': 46. 943 , 76 thls a.wou,"!t teos 

raised by a 30cte on each 100 . 00 valuation of all tnJ;.ltlc proPErty r:1th1n , 

the COU..'1ty,t!:e Estimated rEceipts ava1leble for county road. f~d P:ll;::OCt'B 

51. 273 ,99 and the t Gunt 

thbt the county court EstiratE"d thet ',ould he.,,"£. to b E I'6..ised by levy e.. 

39 . I2~ . g O this amount to be raisEd by E. 25 ct rate on Eech 100.00 vr..l.!e.!lm 

£.nd it l[! S found that the total value of the county &.cccrdins ~o ~.E last 
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(stinntE-d d1 s buram€nte S!} S , OI3 . 00 leaving the amount of $ 6 . 5 72 . 00 to 

be ra i sed b y levy a t the rat e of I5 cta on th e 100 . 0) valuation these 

f i gures l~'ere for distri c t road pUrpOSES which 178S div i ded as follows rea.l 

EstatE '; I, S89570 ,pcreonal property ~ I,019810,pub1ic ut ility p rOp erty 

.. 1. 4}:D95S or total value of Greenbank District :) 4 .381 ,33g . 

F ox Idray' Distl'iet the estimatEd receipts were S 850. 00 lin d. the eat1n:ated 

I di sburamc:nts ''( Ere $ 6615 . 00 lmv1ng ~ 5 , 764.00 to be re.i SE.d by levy at 15 

e€l1t a on the 100.00 veluat i on.the value: of the Edray Distric~ was as foll_ 

Owe rEa l EState ~ 2,740,180 . 00 persona l propprty 071,)O,25 0 . 00,.lt111tv . . 

? ./;02,520. 00 or a tota l value for Edray District oi S 3 ,842,950. 00 Runters_ 

ville District est i n:at€d recEipts s4.CO estinated disbursm6'lts • 3099 . 00 
, 

leaVing 0. 30r5 . 00 to be raised by le\ry at 15 cent rate on rEa l £:state valued 

at I, 0727BO personal property 466 ,.C50 ane! llublic utility ~7I. 34J . oo or a to-

t al of 2,OrO, I73 for t h e value of the diBtr1ct . l.1t tl e Levels Dlnrlot .. U ... 

ated."eCeipts ~252.00 and tb e estinated elisbursmenta ifDlil5.IOiI.oo lay1JIr 

,3, 852 .00 to be raised by levy at the I5 ct,rate, th e totalYaJueat •• 

real <stat e in Lltt le LEVels in I925 .. es I5ge , 690 personal pzop.., 

and publi c utilities 500,743 or a total value for 

Th E road bond and elnking fund t"stl!late to 



Onte Rosea r ch Ta kon 2 /¥ 7 , - .. ,-1 , 20 / ·2 I 
Gov£rnmcnt , E , G . S .-J'o "'~'kontn . Co ., e 4 \GO.U u. • • e.g - , 

000 . 00 ran d bond of t h e Gr eEnbank Di st rict t hat was voted by the 

p eople of that district in 1920 was $ 15,150.00 to pay intr~Bt and so 

ruch on t h e principa.~ so they could. retire this bond at the set time 

th eir rate waB 30 cta on each 100. 00 valuation as follows real estate 

$ 2,191, !j.60. 00 personal propert y $ 1,524 ,170.00 Public uti li ties $. 1,5 

78 r. 44 or a total UXNE value for the district of S S.292.774. oo 

The General County levy for 1932- 33, county road f un d levy order 

25 cta on f.3.cb 100.00, the amount to be raised to construct and i!'.e.i nte.ln 

roadS in the county '78.S $ 26,216.00 and the district roa d le.riES were as 

follows Greenbank District $ 4 ,730.00 at 15 cts on the hundIed, EdIay 1)1.8-

trict ~ 3 , 9C5.00 , HuntersVllle District $ 1,7$ 1. 00 and Litt le Levels 

~ 2,3 00 • 00 all at tbe rate of 15 cta on the hundIEd,at this time Gr~£n-

bank District he.d to raise: ~ I4, 350 .00 to apply on their bonded indett-

i dness also the county had to lay a sp t:-c ial l ev-y of 2 c'ts to go topard 

the running of the Poca.'I1ontas County Memo ria.l Eospite.l,th1 a mfant they 

" a d to raise ;; 2000 . 00 th e hosp ital having been taken over bf tbe oounty 

efter 20;' of the l Egal votETS s i gned a petition asking for 811011 acn10D 

by the County Court at that time,aside fro m this a special 1"" til ,., 

,',es addEd to tekc cart of th e county Agent s salary 

county the reminder of h is salary is and "as pud by tile eta'" 
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r t!lt' p no,£t(\t,.. of the Tn.x Lim1a.t1 on l.rI.c.."'ld.ncnt 1n I 932 \,; e had 4 cL 

tt o:! prop trty enoh having Q. diff (;r mt rat e Class 'it I ) \10.S al l ta.'1g1 'ole 

~ ..... loj·ed EXclusively for a gricultural purpos EB including l i vestock , a 1l 

!Co 'H)·e,nates , bondS and stooke of a ll kinde and a ll oeer lntangl~le persan-

el p r a;> £rty . ". l ( \va s 8 11 real estat e. # l) Rea l estat e)p er~onal property nnd 

public utilities . H 4) nea l estate,personal property and public utili ties 

~~~ 
reSidentia j'4.T'. mniclpalitles end all real eet-' ef i ned as follot;a Ii ~) all 

ate outside of nunisipalitles used for agrioult> .. ue purposes . 

i ').) all a'J.tomobl1es) trucks , tractors ue ed commercially cuts! de of runisip_ 

ali ti eo· ff 3) also all real estat e au tsi de llllnicipali t i es us Ed commercially ' 

e.lso mineral and tln;.b er:# 4)0.11 rented proper tr , trucks , autolOObiles an d et c. 

l oca t ed i ns1 de m.mlclpali tt es or any prop 6rty us ed commer c ially . Th e rat e 

is as follows II I-Olass tct,1I 2- I ot.1i 3) - 2 ota and II ~2 ota.T!le limit any 

distr ic t CB..'1 go 1s the following for class #: I-not to exceed 50 ata, # 2 not 

to €xo eed $ 1. 00 # 3 not anove $ 1.50 and Clas a if 4-.1.50 to raiee the levy 

abov e th eae figures mEa.'lS that it rrill have to b e voted on by at l east fIJI. 

of t;,e votera of the oounty al1d state. The presen t rate in the variC1118 

riota ar~ aa follows for LIttle Lev els , Hunt erav ille and I~ Il.t~ fj!M'r 

hav e th e aa", e 33.3 ota whi 1e Greenbank 

of their bonded indebtimeaa . 

InfornetioD County Court Crder books & ShEriff B~?:. 
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In 1915 the county le.vy,",as $ 239 .277.00 with P.J.~ l1c Serv1ce tax 

with a balano e i n t h e county treasury of $ 101.135. 00. In 1926 the County 

Levy was ~ 379 . 419 .00 Public Service tax collected $ 65,797 . 00 and the 

total exp€!l d1turescf the county for that year was S 3913,525.00 t11th a bal-

anc e in t he treasu ry of the county of $ 59,OOO.OO.ln 1925 the County Levy 

was $ 467, 4rs. oo and a public service tax collected of i B6,7S9.00 with 

total expenditures for the county of ~ 415,566.00 with a balance carried 

ov er in to the next year of $ 5I,S09.00.No doubt this 'was the most taxes 

Po cah ontas County ever collected by levy to run the county government)the 

p opu lation of the county weI'€' staggering under the tax l oad they bad to 

carry and something had to be done if tee county v{as to contin\fe to .gror 

end develop its' resources and function properly,so in 193 2 T.C Tor,ns€O.d 

t h € Republican nominee for g ov ernor had the tax li mitation a:nEnd.'nEnt yut 

b ef o re t h e votere of th~ statE: Bnd it carriE'.d by a VEry large cajority but 

h e fBilE"d in b€ing elE'ctE"d,but this e.mrnd.'1lEnt mEant mor E to the pEople of 

;o c8h on~e.s County than a.ny lEgisla.tion fnactEd i:lthln the state in aany yE-

arS,B.B this distribut€d Our ta.xes to b€ collE.ctE"d OVEr a broader levEl and 

a f a irEr distribution so t bat ;>rop erty used for 8i;ricultural PUZPOll" alone 

had & lOWEr ratE then prOpErty that r as inside lIl.IIlioipal11:UII that "'. rte-

nftdlOr E.ny property not '.1£'td ror a :..., riculture l ;'lUrp08ES. 
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193 2 \:h (":n the Tnx Limitation Am£nd;nent r:e.e voted on by the 

p faycrs of Focl'..hontas County little did they kIlo\",' hon lJ!I.lch they -;;erE" 

be benefitted b y it . The fllrmers of the county werE' benEfitted morE. 

than any oth £.r P EOp le, a s it shifted a gr eat er pe. r t of their tax burden 

to ot!lE-T brou,s or individlals that up until that time had pa id a veory 

8mIl pe.rt of the taxes collected in the county.In !934 i nstead of the 

county levy being fo r:t:tr}~ the larg e amounts it had bE.€n in the precee-

ding- yeare the. county levy was for $ 72,28 2.00 end t..l}e public service 

tax e.mounted to $: 34,146 .00 end the total ~xpenditurec of the county 

Up u:1t il that time it tad taken from 25 to : 30 . 000.00 to tal:e 

car €- of thE poor and dep Endent of the county but i n 1933 v:hen the StatE 

and County Department Of Public Assistance bee,e.n to function this at-ount 

t:-as t ak en OtT Er by th e eta t e all but 15 ~~ the. t \ &.6 b& tE\kEn OF r e of by RII 

Pocahontzs County)but a s e. 6.Ep recsion .l7f\ s on :-:iaIly fe.mili ES \., ErE' forCE"d 

to c.:pply for help so this load bra"; unti l i n 1939 thE a:toU!lt sptnt in rC-

CF.hon t E.8 county to Ff:sist the needy y:t,. s ,,52 , (4')0 . 00 not oa.J.nt1n~ &d.r.!:1iF-

trftivf cost . 

7[. ( co::-.s'.l!:.trs Gales tCJ~ (n,ftctEd i;"l 1932 of 2, .. that 18 colltc-:L.i 

by the BtetE , f.jOE.S r.:ost ly to the school fun.:. in !935 the a .. ou.nt coll(c~(.i 

1.8 8 • I;,09-3 . 00 in thE YEl:.:'S thnt follc\.Ed t::!s tax d,],';'J1Ed a:1.:1_ore u.!'ltl1 
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in I940 th(:" collectEd ... 3 4, ;-:;6 . 00 but this \',leG lJ. sliGh t dCcr EaE:€- 1 0 

i.hpt had bE€n co ll(ctfd since thi s consumers tax larJ t;c s pes6€d bu t 

~8 busin eSB Dendi tiona b er;nn to i 1l!) rove an d th e t:"2.g e ~rn er he.d mo re 

to spend Dl1 this fund increased consi dE.rab l y , th is o r a grea.ter part 

of it comes ba ck f rom Charleston to pay our s choo l tEach ers , thus lif _ 

ting t h is bur den f rom the shoulders of ou r heaviest tax peSera to the 

shou l dErs of the ones that h eretpfore pai d little or n o taxes,thUB they 

contribut€dvE:ry li t tle topard the a-pe.ns€s of our cou..."lt~r I;overnment 

;LTl ti 1 this tax lay; .. res P2.6S ed. In broadening our tax iJ Jar-a 17 € have v:he. t 

USc to have to oe rco.ised by county levy but 17h1ch ~s raised other-irise 

now, i n these classes of 1aX().tion IT €" have the Consumers Sa les Tax,Tbe I n-

he-xitance t <!:X, gross salE9 tax, taxes collECtEd by the Internal Revenue • 

DE.;Jartmen t and otheTs. 

Th e: b" Tor:th end d€:1.; e1oprn E:n t of OUT county has been ;'rou,sht ab-

'Jut by t oxa tian , for it l-:aS taxat ion that 'J rout,h t a'''' Qut our free 5c:'ool 

Byst ~ i-:he.re by a ll chi l dren cou l d rEce-ive a free Ec!lool Edlcat10n end 

;Jl'f.p re tllC;;:.se:lves for the tl':.S~::s a17!!.iti!1b' t~e::!i. on tt.e farm,1n our ",,)e.r..:::e, 

Ou r church €g , in our scbools and adrnin ist ErinE:; O'.lr count:. af ... a1ra . Thtre-

unty Govern ,:lEnt pel'fo r;llinG a tas:: for its . Citizens tt.Lt ce..'"lnot be br-
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Th rout;h taxc.tion Foc~"1.on tL.a County r.~.a UiJt.!1dt.d. in !:.~.l'l:; . _c."':".'] \.e.-

YE' <:os r: e have a g,OOd cou.."'lty Gove-rnr:lI::nt -r:orl:1nt; for end \,ith the pEO;:le of 

the county.a schoo l system surpassed by nonE. . Cl...'1d buildings of the beet 

1~'h1l€ ou r Courthoue e and jail Cl.re among the ·0 est built some time £.go v.:ld 

only 6uI}:>E.seed by ones cui lt .. -ece:ntly throu£hout the eta.te.t:-e have e. ve.G~ 

road system as every section of the county has ros-dB OVEr 7.'h ich our cit_ 

iZEns travel daily perto rlni ng the taEk!:! th~' he.ve to dO,ue have he.·~e le.\,; 

enforcEmE:'lt bodies performinG their ' .. ork !'!obly z,l}. these ~d ro::!I.y ::oorE 

are the th i n::,s tr.at 42.S cEused our cO'.lnty to pl'08~er <:nd ,Z::c it Q cood 

county in ,-:hich to live,a count~, (;o\r e:rnmEnt 0:':: t~e. p eople, .0:,' t!).e il(o~ l£ 

£t:rs i n th' infoncy of th €. co·m t~· thfl.t .: E: to cz.y .. liCC:. t :--:rv c r coun t~' ~ov {l"-

nmcnt of ~ dEmocratic for r.l th['t i.'oul.i ottnd the t '- Ilt (:-:.j, ·c( i:1 t:.c .. d 

to :imE. in My ."1:)" £ (en "';0 the E':>enc c ... c::t of :..rr..i:1nd,Allof :'1c!:!a 

. j;'ou~ht E:.bout jixc.;:-;ly ox i!1':.il:ECt l~· __ :~ ";v..ft10n,cs our county l!t.e c_= 

r-t[;.tc "r." ... ,. ... .;0., ·_-s · ... 0 ............ ~, ... - ... - ~~-·r·-·d ..... .--~ ......... ~_ .<.f; .......... . "' _ __ " c~ • ..:;. .... ..I. .... _ •• ~ oJ3 
• eG-_". 

::1: or .. : "';!o~ . ... c·.:n-;:" ::tccor de . 3~ • .;:r;i. ...... £ C!1101 ... Ii"%lIi.l"~~"" 
.':~ . El~E- ;:CCO::~ .:9~5 tCi 40 . 
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a?:::"oin ~ En Ass(';S'so r t~ c:,:c E".:>O"..1t "ver t1!c 00-

All thE. ti.'.x money nc.£cie.ci a-:>ou t I$21 to :;: gG5 \";rl.S to ,ry ~h(;. ea~_ 

r1.:;s of our ~O~l!'l tl' o:·fie: : i.'ls , · ... hich. f.' ~ "'hrt t~.. ... 't ' • 
_ ¥ 1.<. , _!'.l .... l'..:r.~un .. CCi. 0 :J'1 - :l <_ ... c· .. · 

!.U.l1cir €ci dolkrs,!:;ut <=.8 the oo'.J..'1ty [re-.~ ',C' th in :)o:J'.ll:... tion rno. \·€i::.. lt~ it 

r~· ..:1-, .. 11V l".. ... \.I,.ol ,- __ • too~: !!!O XE re-Ii i:1u€: to run i t, Es c:ch yt::l' some o:f ic€ rcs eddtd. 

co'.:.nty,cO in ~ .... oureC of +-1-.< ',·.n.. • 
¥ .lor.;; cou..'h1 tot' E-:~._E.~t i,t.S f""'C+"O"'~-...... .. """' .. 

t..1'1:,· r!'l d tff c,"i ( :it ly .. ~ ....... - " .. {' ... :.n: .. :.J. ... cost to ..... £ c~"'~-.oo-ro .. i ...... ~ .... . " - .. _ ....... <:. _ ...... _ •• .:'.( : ' 

l!"S,it 1'l'E' run ' 1+.'. r. 1 
¥;l ~ ,1·".:-oU' _ ~l'"' 1n ' t' .. - <... ..r;, £' ..... ;~ 
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I1 t!Cs 'to .. ,Ld t ;-: t: nCC..:G cf t h io ft.,st C:':'~C-'lU!.nt;> cO'.1nty , end it \:f a in II 

t!'> iS~p El"ioo. tha t the. count~T sEat nas rmov6d~ro t.l Euntcrsyille to its ' 

';!'ESe:'lt locLt:!.cn,t,!~ee::c Ti l '; cou~t~· :mi1cl1nc,e all cost money that T,'as 1'e_ 

:;)l'os:;oerity p eriod :for it r.('lS a?cut the.t time that :.:ost of DUX t i mber .. es 

r:cnu:actUI' Ed, r:ith p a!rrolls f or our peo;> lc,th E. tax burden b CinG cE'.rrie d 

i n E: 1c:.rl:,c ci.E'';l'E€: b y the r.-any ope-rators and manufact urers that came in 

f l'O~ o'.ltpi d€ t!l€ county,E.G thE.y help Ed build 0' .... 1' roadE,fina!'.cc 0'J.1' eccoole: 

riO doubt t !l e t C'.x 'C"o.lI'dEn of l='occl!on t~ s CO'.mty \':ou ld. hpv c beEn 

O'.ll'CCs,)ayin;;: hibh tc.xes £.l~d contributi nb in othe-r i:pya :o',ard rt i nt.sln-

in& our county b"o'iernment.And so it l:-as r;'1 en 0'-\1' tiT,fo er hEld ,...11 '!:un C';IEr -

it ~ oo!: ?~,Jou t thE' SC' !'il E P:'l"IO',l)1t of r.:O!lcy to C)E:tPt c our cou."1ty p::relr8 B!ld 

ecr,lrCEe of rc.rinuE : Ere: not E'7c.ilab l€ on l y on our 1c.."l d e-nd livestock rnd 

so ,, € i. E:':l t l'lont.. ~l:is ~t€- for bany YEF.rs \;u t the l ond' f-S ~c-';:t~::lb ve=y 



E:omEth lnG hcd to be done to relicv e tbc £l1tue.t1on .BS rra!ly f e..rmer c \!(.re 

b eing; sold out larGel y on accoun t of t h eir g r oss i ncome no t b EinS suf -

fcci :rnt to mc:: €t Cl:lrren t expEnoes, c oGt of living a.'1 d pay t h e hl t;h r a.te 

of taxes they \', €re fo r ced t o pay, th l s WE:.S espec i a lly true \lith th e fer mer 

of .. h ich e. f:, rE2.tcr pE:.rt of th e popu l a ti on consiet ed of fe. r mers,sG: ES this 

ec~m e condition EXis te.d th r ou(;hout t he sta te, ta.xatl on T:C: S dis cuss ed pro 

• 
a .... ld con until I93 2 \.inen the peop l e of the c ounty and sta te voted upon on E:' 

of t h e most vita l ques t ions,te.xe tlon and 'f}", e TaX Limite.ti on Amcndrofnt \ 0:-

eh cE-rried by a lar g e rr.ajo ri ty i n t h e county Wl d sta te t hus r eliEV 1!1,£; to 

a large dEt;l'£e our tax bur dEn , but in or d Er to ms.ke; up this rCvinuc otbE-l' 

!l: Q..sur €s h ';:' d to b e: Pc.ss€d \'1hC1' 1:')' E',c. .... is;:: "b1e as a s ou rce of 

by th estate E..n d r.. percen t returned to the c ounty in \:'h ich it ; '£ 8 l'Eis£'d 

ne;rll €l~r the: Consur.l€rs sa l es tax e.nd othcrs , thu6 th E ch r'n£; e f ro rr, O'l.lr old 

systf;t, to our prCs61j; system.Under the p resent tax SYEte:'!l thE: pop.l L 

c~ion of Pocc-'I1ont c:.s a s t,-ho l e are very \,,' €11 sa t i sf iEd , £ s thE fF.rr:.€l" thet 

)i: id (ro~nd ~ 100 . 00 under the o l d t ax lar;- pa!'E' about )'Ie J.:' ,B mch and 

trE felloi: tha t us c t o 
pay no taxE£ at al l i s contri outiD t;; bis s.'1erE of 

hJ: cs that C;;oes to f'inr:nce O" r - f - Coun ~y in S O::i E \,c:y or o t h (.1' . Inst a: d 0 D. 

OUr r;.o:! €"'f Dtinr tcis Cd'oy l~.". , ~,'rt of - h l-~ 
t;I ...... . <,.~ itis c o l lcct€ d O!: .... cst.cw. 
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Oov crnm mt . Sa.mu:rl 0. Sm"h 
.Hi llaborc . "': . Va. . Pocll.bontas Co . 

pocahontas County from 
th ~ very beginning has ' b em not ed for 

('l"tl1e soil/ite hmlthy 
climate and its goo d cOWlty govern~ent thex~ore 

here/some fa r their hEalth others eeek
~y outside people have migrated 

1 tb came for employment and so in re47 
ing to estab 11sh a home I'1bl e 0 era 

rrany people from outside the westE'rll waters began to come in and among them 

r.fl"e Cornelius and Nicholas Stultlng and John Vanrenan who were born 1n 

utrich one of the sta.tes of Holland,they all came to the United Stat€S in 

1847 and WEre born in Holland in 1790,1821 and 1804 I'espectlv ely, locating 

in Pocahontas County in rs47 and at the same time became cit iZEnS after 

first being passed upon by the court of our county/these mEn brought with 

theIi the many ways and doings of their father cOllntry and aft er settling 

v;1th1n our borders taught th e settlers to be thrifty and En ergetic citiz e-

os. 

In r552 Wi lliam J 'I'1ooddell was el~t ed. Sh erift' of th e county with 

Allen C.Burner and John A.Holdm as his deputiES this was for a two ymr tEllll 

Thomas Hill was again selected as commissioner of the r€'Vinue fo r another 

term. Thomas A.Bradford was el e.cted attorney fo r the commomaalth by this 

court for a four year term beginning Ju ly Lre:5 2. iUlliam Skeen """as el ected 

Clerk of the County Court for a tErm of 6 years starting July LI852.About 

thie time the rate of pay og. the county · roads was raised to 75 ete per day . 
" J 
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Uthabl'ee .At this t1me tbe oourt d (c l dfd bret to classify the 

r.€re to ho ld oourt f or November 185 2 and they ",ere Just-

1 c es BUCkley . Mc laughlin and Burner class # 2 was to be held 'oy Hill . 

gaXt er .and G~n for March t erl!l IS53 .Class '* 3 \las to be held by Hud-

60n . RlI ee.. and Gay June term 1853 . # 4 ITan 1lf:Ss,Bruffey end Gilliland for 

August term 1853.# 5 held by Justices ;7B.IT.'ick, lockridge and Kerr for the 

November term LS53 • 

ThE: only place for crazy people at tnat time l7B.S at the lunatic 

Assylum located at Sta~'1ton Virginia and so anyone that wmt crazy on 

this s i de of the AlleghlB'lY llountain '\'las Belt by the court of pocahontas 

County to this institution for treatment.He1ry lL Moffett who bad served 

as Clerk of the court for many ymrs dim about IS5I,he having accuzruL 

a ted qw.ite: a fortune at that time and his son bad to give bomd to the 

amount of 40 . 000 .00 to sett le the estate. 

In 11352 the county was districted and the faIlor-lug mel servEd 

on the districting board George Edmiston 6 days at 2.00 total 1200 , 

:'m.Cochran 6 days or I2.00,Hugh Mclaughlin 3 days or 6 . 00 end Solomon 

Arbogast 2 days or 4.00 or a tota l of 34.00 paid these mm for tbt-ir Bf'l'

vlc€B in districting the county.Pocahontas County has :ne.ny strEams anA it 

r.-e.e about this time that the court had a majority of these strEeJ:1S brldg

£d,th1s was all c.uthoriz€d by tbt court and paid by the Sheriff of tbE' 00-
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It l':tl8 UJ\l."lI·.1'u1 for n iru: n{bro ·to 1'u.''1 at lergc without proper rE& 

istrationiurn1ehed by th e court • 

. 1lliam Cul'ry 1s chesm deputy clerk for 'Hilliam Ske-en.Patr1ck Br_ 

uff ey on e of th e p ion e-ers in our county gov ernm rot di Ed and h is son i111_ 

liam wa.s chosen to fill the vacanoy as justice for district # 4. A l ist of 

delinquent land te.xES fo r 1552 ll.lT.ou:J.t i ng to C 79 .17.pnsona.l property 6:~ 

and cap itation tax deli nquinci ep of $ Io . 2el . 

thc> t 
Court records show th e t!! En s erving on th e court ~.! 1nsp ect ai l"':1Sjit 

~ the records f r om July. I. 1852 to August·I 1S53 . Paul McNeel attended 

court 17 sEttings a t $' 3 . 00 a sett ing or a total of $: 5I.oo 

Grorge Burner attended 4 days $ ! 2 . 00 .Patrick Bruffet 4 days I2 . 00 . ravld 

\,T . Ke-rr 6 days IS.OO . Elijah Hudson 6 days 1S.OO . i','illiam T.Gammon 6 days 

18.00 . James T.lockr1 dgE 4 daye I2. 00 . Y: illiam Baxt €I' 7 days 2I . 00Josiah 

Eucldey 4 days 12 . 00 . Levi '" enle-ss g days 24. o0 . Jobn ·,,, .:e.ITiic:t:. 1;. da}'s I 2. 

OO, UC[ls,e-l B. Gillila.'1d 5 days 15 .00.Archibald RIaa 4- days I2 . 00. John Gay 

7 days 2 r. OO . P.brallam Hill 1:- days I2 . 00 . Hugh Ucleugh l i n 9 dny. 27 . 0 0 . 

',~'illiam S.Bruff Ey I day 3.0 0 o r e. total of 100 days end 300 . 00. 

By an order of th f court a t;randjur y shall be Ch06 en for t qms of 

CDUlt JunE- and Nov€IIlba and thE' number to be dre.r.11 .:as to OE' r6.At a cm_ 

SUs tE.l:m i n :-oc~hont6.s CO'..Ulty in I850 it r;as found th£.t \~( hEod a popul -

ation of ; , 000 i,h ite pEop l ( end f rom this i.E'S c!":os~ 60 pfl'"Eons that 7.' E:r( 
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of the countr and duly qualifiEd to Dct 6S jurymrn e6 l'tq'.l-

irtd by an a.c t of tb( Genel'a l ASSEmblcy .The county levy TIae kyrd for 

ISS3 r.ith the bounty on REd Fox€s a t 1. 00 Grayslf 50 ct s, 3lack BG9.r 1.00 

and :ald Cats 1.00 thE. amount of the le.ry ",as $ I,IIS · 34.At the. July 

t €rm IS5!:. the levy pas for $ 1,809 . 50 The levy fo r IS55 iias for C 2 , 4-19. 

:mlch of v!bich TIas spmy i n surv€ying e_"ld establishing the COU-"lty linFS .Tbe 

lEVy of rS56 was fol' ... 2 ,650 , 30 this Has to be collected from a ll males 16 

years or older this included a ll co lored people OVEr r6 also.The le.ry for 

IS57 ':':"as $ 2, 377 . 99 and thE': C:le for le5S "as for S 2400 . 00 . 

About IS53 it 'I7as decided b y the court that it ,:e.s adv isab lE: to o·.1y 

a poo r fe.rm to b€ used to care 101' the lfSS fortunatE- and a corr.:n1ttE€ t.es 

a:?po inted by the court to select a farm for not less than ~ 2,000.00 nor 

mo r E- than $ 3.000.00 those appo i nted to s€rv€ ,,'EXE" "-illiam J .... ooddell,John 

Gay , ilt."lielllclaubhlin and George l.LG Fd!Diston thesE g, 8'ltlC!lm T,' £r£ to r.eL.E. 

e survet and report back t o th e court at a lat U' dat e. 

:illiam J. r:ooddEll ,":as egain chosen Sheriff of Foce.:.onta8 oounty 

\", ith Isaac ~CN E El,John S. ·.·:ooddell and J am E's F . Hold m as hiB dfPut1f8 end 

the follo'\7ing ttrln of sh€riff..-es held b y John S, r.ood.jjl as ':':1111am J. 00-

oldell had l'€signed e.s Sh£l' iff.Johns d~utl e6 \7ere J6.l'Lf:S Bolam end Daoa 

Ee rlm7Sor the yfB.l' of !856 it cost the county.; 655 . 00 to carE- for the 



t h£' county .Among t hE mnny dutlcG 0'. th 
f ov (rEl (" ers of th e poor 

,;1l.S to bind out d<pmdant childrm in cood homE's nnd if p08s1blf tE"_ 

nell th en a t rad E" 11k e tanning J sadd dry end e.ny oth E"l' trade th ey m1.Gh t 

be able to take up . unt i l they WEre 2 i yaLra of agE . 

It \las in the YEar of r1354 that thE first boo!::s werE bought to 

rq:;isttr'births , dmths PJld rrarriagES in this custom still prevails in 

thE county and in IS56 thE"j recordEd r60 births, end 24 dreths,th16 

\':"ork was performed by the commissioner of the revinue but ":£8 ovU' and 

above his reGUlar ciu:~iES and for rg56 be l'€CE.iveQ. t 5 . 02 for his BErv_ 

iCES for r;h ich he l'fCEivfCi .. 200 . 00 . J al:ltE r . :.!oOl'e ..-as C~OEe'l cC!!';!l\lsfl-

ion €l' f 1 "' ..... dL~ ,.,r .. I\\- I o l'fl·inUeJuylv=:;lo . L .. ·· I'~ I , 
It l . I , 

D€11nquEIlt l<>_Tld tax for 1854 "as ~ 154. 90 and thE' tlt::.£ sprnt ""ly 

thE court 'i:as 57 days . At this time brandjurymm ner(? id 1. 00 a day end. 

petit jurors pai d . 50 a de.y .It l.ClS in Apri l !g,6 thet the shui!'! oruET_ 

(Ii poll books to Of uSEd for the first time in the: ?1'!~id61t1al (lret1o!) . 

Tho .. ~s Hill \"'S6 elfct fd /.86(6 80 1' ::..t.rcb 10 . 1865 ,:!.th ,il:~ T . Gu~ 

:non &.6 his 88s1stp_'1t . At that t1mf' it l'EC:lireod r ... o-.:.t 115 c:...78 to t-san. thf 

and .:oet of thE.::;] T'U€ on the L~:i6"Jurc-:.Rr11n6_::ott0!l1 :=O:oFld,to l:.e\~f a terU 

tate rcqllirt: ... a toll houre a..,.:. oftrn e. sitE: had tc Of. conic::t€.i 'bl" t!:.f 

C:mxt to CXE'ct thor '.;uil0.1nc . Tbe cost o~ tl"~e cou.,ty co'.;r~ £01' the :'(sr of 



~.~ e:,.ountC'd 'to ; 135 . 00 . Md tb (! e. .:'Oi.l:;:t S'p O", t 1:.1 the Co-":'rt for jurors uc..th 

Jrsndjurrmm and ?d,!!- juroro 6,!ilO!J.ntC'd to ~ 6JJ . OO . At JunE' court Ul58 Thomas 
> 

El11 ras chosEn C~a'o:1er for .. . . , 

th e C9!.l.."lty 'aha Sh EI'Ua11 Clark 

! or th e county for a six 

. , -, 

) 
year term 

~ ... 
iTi th :G ~o rg e ucm e'el 

111ll.l!! Curry r:as d rot ed Ol erk of th €- Oounty ' Court for a 6' y ear ~ f::'!1l starting. 
< , 

J a..'1uary I: !SSei . 

• 

• 

. ' CO'.lnty . Cou~t Order Book # ~5 and 6 
" 

'. 
;. 

Int erma 1: i OD_ 
• 

, . 
Cou rt HOllS E.~ar linton. :'l . Va:. '" 
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Coun1:y Gov£.l"nmmt . Snmucl a.Smith . H.i.. 1 1sboro . ri.Vo..Pooabont8.s Co. 

At the June l1'If'ct l ng o f the County Court of 1859 they ordure 

Josia.h Bw.rd,G ro r a e I~16tonJJa:UEB Kellison and JE8Bf?y- Oochran to act 

as a commission to V i EW t site for a road f rom t h e old Beard mill on 

locust Or eEk to Spic e R!:.n w1 th 1nt ere ectlon with th e road lUlding up 

Little Cr£E:k and thence to the Grembrier County lin:e .It was at this 

serne meet ing of the cou rt that the county levy was Jayed a mounting to 

$2,772. f!, O end of this amount $I,II 6.~4- waR to go to meet the needS of 

th e poor. 

No doubt th e first Notary Public to 8 erv e Pocahontas County Vias 

none oth er than ','.'illiam Skem as he was COmmissioned by the Governor of 

Virg inia January.I.I860 to serve as a notary for Eath,Allfghmy end Poc_ 

ahontas COU.'1tlf'S and from that time tdi the present lie have bad mm comm-

i s sion Ed as Notarys for th e Connty and stat e. It was at th is same time th-

at ralliam Curry was commi ssioned a title as special cOffi!l"!issioner to settle 

and adjust ail account s that camE' before the court.At the way term of 

court it was deEmed advisable to take a poll of the county to eee whe-. 

ther or not the court should buy a farm to be used in oaring to% the poO%, 

th1s poll VIas to be takm tbe last of !:ay,rS60.wlll1&111 SIte ..... c!10 ...... 

attornfY for the: common~fB.lth of this county for a term of 4 Jan etaniDc 

July Lrg60,rse.ac J.:cNe<l was .lect.d Sher1ff of tbe oount)' for a two),eJ' 



.' . 

... unty Cov c-rnm mt . S .O. S . Pocnhontao County .PaGe' -H 2--_ 

cue and l mo e Barlow oe hie dcputlfo.Je.mf8 :f.ll...o'f'(. \76.8 c-lcctc-d comm. ool-

~ 
cnH or th e rrvjnue of Poouhontao County for e. trrm of two ycnre starting 

F E'buary I.IS 61. 

The county levy of u 60 TItLO $ 2,485. 61 to be oollect Ed from 1I52 

tithab l es and the following Ju~y term the oourt !ayro the levy for m61 

vih ich a mount ed to $ 2,458 . 58 from II43 t ithablE'S . 

It naa on March re61 that 0. camm! tt e composing of John LieN ee.l,John 

";i . Ruckaan and r/m.C Kinnison were appoint ed to vl6'1 a l"1ay for a road from 

the Pheobe McNe1l l mill on Swago Cr eek up the mountain to IRvld Burgesses 

by way of Spruce Flate tbmce to Beaver r:e.m on r/l111ams River and to day 

th i s old road 1s visib l e but not in use,thls road uas on whet 1s known as 

th e Young &Wltain but wae l' Eplac ed in lat EX y €B.rs by a road up nEar Oamp 

Sec r et Hollow and on to rli ll1ams River. 

At the Ftbruary term IS62 the Justices of the count y were summoned 

by the court to app .... r before that body p Ertll1n1Dg to the atter of! gett_ 

1ng sa lt from th e salt works locat ed 1n Smyth County Vil'I1Jl1&,tDoIm a8 tb. 

Stuart Buchanan Company . A 11 a} C.Burner wae ob08<11 to aot U .. m' tOl' the 

count y,as the county could only gEt ber Quota wh1ch ... 41.uDN'" 111 .... 1-

ly emong tho 1nhab1tants of Pocahontao county.Bhonl, aft. 

ned salt from Th e 7,'aahlngton Sa.lt Works all thl. _111 
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county G~v~rnm Ent . s . O.S.Pooahontn.e Cu '"t" " 3 -.... Y" a.ge ". ___ _ 

their fami l1£s.so a ll the sa lt UGfd on the western waters came from oL 

d Vll'b1nia ,having to b e brought great distances oftEn by pack horse and in 

lat er y rere b y wagons that mad E' trips to th e last ern side for· Buppli €B tnlc E' 

yea rly in the Spring and in the Fall,this made salt very h i gh but was Very 

essmtial to the i nhab itants of what is now. Pocahontas County as tbere TIae 

no laws on game of any kind and their principal mEat supply came from the 

Deer.3e.ar, \'rild Hogs,Turkeys and other wild game tbat roamed this vast 1'111d_ 

ern€:6G during the firey balf of the IS th cB'ltury,thie meat had to be preser_ 

v Ed by salt,b€sidES ;!bat was us Ed 1n salting the domestic anlI1'ale of th E' 

PionEErs of this county.So it 1s plain to be seEn that the County Court a.t 

t hat time bad a very difficult task administering these alloted ?roducts,and 

it rras about this tim e that an agent was chos m by th e court to obtain medic-

ine from old Vi rginia fOl' the inha'Qitants of the TIbat is now Pocahontas Coun-

ty,ae all !JuppliES had to be passed on by the Governor of V1rsinia,tbat 18 tbe 

salt , medicin e and othEr goods that had to be procEssEd 1n d.1ffermt parte of 

Virgin ia and smt out to her many 10calitifS within her borders. 

It was no little task for these g mtlemBl to adn1n1ater to suob a 

vast turetory as Pocahontas ra...'lks third in ar. of equarelll1. WiD 9lN!.61 

being surpass Ed by only Randolph and Grembr1er . pocahoutaa bIIn,.:"~~,,,bIU'.-

lal districts with 30 voting precincta,ia in the 2 a4.0GIIICre":lII~ 



/ I;I county Gov crnmEllt.S.O.S.Pocnhonta e Coun~y.Pe.ec P 4 ___ _ 

JI1 tht I: th Senator ia l Di st ri ct and 1n the II t h.Jud1cial Circuit as of 

-- 1940 • 8
Cl'

V1ng thi s vast t errEtory ",e.s no msy task at that time when their K 

only mode of t ravel roas Eitber on foot or on horSEback end tl1ESE :l'l e'l had to 

R6s£Ili'b l E a t th E' County Seat .. bicb "as Huntersville from all pa rts of the 

count y to a dr.lln1stEr justice to the inhabitants !'rom all sEctions.And be 

i t said t hat '\7E p€Ople: here in ?ocahontas County today OWE much to thESe 

men t hat gave their services in order that we might have a gOOd county Gov -

ern mmt,a prosperous county end a good county in r.hich to liVE. -:7 ith la~s 

enact €d by th ee e county courts that heve prot f'Ct Ed our rit;bts end bave us e. 

goo d county gOY ernmmt. 

Information. County Court Orda Eooke *' 5 & §. . !larllnton.~ . Va . 
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Th e !":ounty rondS Ilhen the countl' V'DB first Gt.ttleo. \';ErE: mere 

trai l s cut out of our ,'ast wilderness by the Indie.ns,\7hen the first 

1\'hit e sett lers came from beyond the All%henys they began to cut out 

thes e In dian trails tha.t in the years that fo~lo\';ed bECame our !rain 

h 1&hl'ta :n: , but t!'l€ two roedS of no'te 17€re the staunton B-"ld Parkersburg: 

Tu rnp il:e coming from across the All egheny l.\ountains and The !!a rline 

Dot tom La'! isburg Turnpike, thes€ two roadS l Ed to supply lines, and 

Railroad CEnt ETS outside our bo r ders.an d the revenue of the county',, €-

:J.t to keep up thC:SE tno roads a s t h Ey were t h e main ones used to g et 

supp lies i n from Staunton . Ui l lboro on the last and to tbe Greenbr1l:.r and 

grfater Kana\·Ie.h Val l eys on the South .These roads \;ere plain dirt roads 

rlhich b€camE. alrro st i mpassible in t he fa ll and winter mnthsja &r eatEr 

pa rt of t hese rain roads WE're kEpt up for years from toll ca.lle:cted at 

Various toll t;at£:s a 1ong- these nain high"!ays,Dut these r.ere gram.tally 

done allay \7ith and taxat i on kept them in 1·L~21r.Alonb about 1900 the 

f irst macadam roads were bUilt ta~:ing the place of thE dirt roadS that 

,:fre so nu.merous throughout th e. count)r .The carnine; of the b&rd reeds mc.an ~ 

increased taxation end nan)' t i mes a certain district r1 th1n the cou.'lty 

• ~~ ld. CE:.ll bondS in order to rais e aT, arount eufflci£:lt to CO:pl£tE 1«,:1-
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Go Vfrn l" lnt . _l:..:nJ t.l O.3tn1th . Hl11f\ :loro . .. . Ve . FOCMontll.s Co • ., 2 

Etlrt- or pf!y off t hes ( b ondv , ,,u,ch of our CO"."t •... 
-, " rOE-de h r.v E b (. En bu-

The gaso line tax and the m::mey derived from the sale of auto::r.o'::l ilE 

license MVe lifted a g reat burden fro m the county governm€n.ts shoulders 

l S c.. !L£anS of r &1s i ng revenue to build and !l'E.lnta in our C4S6 (A) r oads 

,"1:1 IE our eecona....ry or OkS6 (B) r oe.dS , ... (.rE. kept up b y county t ax Es .. m.ti! 

Z932 ' :h en the sta.t e t ook over a.ll roadS in the state,all rrachinE:ry a!'1d 

, 
€t.i.ui pmcnt t hat W!:'. S OTIned by b y the counties throUbhout the state.Focahon - ' .. 

f.. 
taa County h~s approxi roo.tely 1,50:] paSSE:nger cars,3S 0 tro.lcks and 1 0 rotox_ 

CyC lES that tXLv El t he roadS thl'Oughout the county that they the:nselves 

h Elp to build a.l1d ITainta in by basoline tax and l i censE. 

Until about 1933 an d 34 m.my sections of the county "C~re \. ithout 

roads but since that tim€: the r: .p.A end the C.C.C have built ro~dS until 

p t the prEsent timE- t h erE a:ce very fe..' sEctions in tht en't ir€ cou.."'lty· ith -

out 2 farm to market road and roa ds have btE!1. built by t h e C.c . O into ~he 

more mountai nous sections nh€re r;ild life is plentiful and plE:lty of room 

=or recr€at i on , a.T1d it is on r."2.n ;r'of these roads that roe find our st"t-e 

:f lor:tx the Rhodo d endron 17h ich is so prevalen t in pocahontas . 1th the. CO...llrl,;: 

of tht. hard rO£'d o:.nd. the E.utomobile o ld cio·ob 1n the horse b~an to eccl:'ne 

in numbErs l.mtil tOday horses and horsE drr::r.n Veh1qJIEB are BeldOm scen on 

our ... 8 in 1 iL~'''[,Y8 . }-rior to I ? 34 the 



Go \r ernmCl t . Sc..rc.lC 1 0: . __ t.1 t!; .1-: 1lle~ Oro . . \"e. . 
::ol..lJ:ont ac CO . '!t' 3 . 

LJ. (;O (' 0i F:t r1ct Road fund e.nd i n thiD I.E): 1f a cErte.in ci.1str1ct t.ant _ 

Ed t o b uild so:ne €Xtrn road over and ab ev(.. their e.llot!l'l€llt from :'otb 

t he S Q1era
1 co~ty fund and l,hat thPtr might have avai 1",'01< < t" i 

~J -.... _n n e r 

d1~trict r oad Jiunq.,they cou ld i ssue bondS to b e rEtirEd b y E:x.tra tB.};_ 

atlon on th i s part icukr district.(( Report next i/ eek roill deal n ltb 

the bond i SSUES of Pocahontas County f rom ti!lle to tice. »»»»»»») 

In 1926 "h en A.a & 1'10\7 \las elected to the COunty court rep_ 

la,cins LH ;, llliE:.ms the court bed tbrEe DE:n:>c ratic members " hich 1s 

thousht by lIWly Citizens i n the COW1ty to be une:£.fe ~s it is thouc.:'1t 

that the minority pa.rty sh ould have representation on the CQl.l~t robe in 

turn represent the Popu Jation of the county . In 1923 ·~. illiam 1: . :=ucklly 

of Buckeje r a n for state senator carried. the county by a hood na.jorlty 

but fa.iled to carry the other counties in tbis senetor1a l distriot . In 

this sam e y ear J)i".George F.Hull of l)lrbin 'cas fleeted to the !!,,"se of 

Dfl Ei;e.tes ,In 1928 R. N Nottingham r:us e-l£ctfd AS8£8Bor nth J . R GUlt, 

E.a Ca llison and Miss Anna Lee Irvine as his d ...... t1ea.8.a.i4 I/oore 1 a 
• 

and Eo:.srd l.!cE~7"(€ f.S his d€.?ut iee . 

:n 1;:2 it . '.; 3uzzard '~r:s. E.leoted abedlt 

l::<t \ i ~h th£ «mE 6.fl'uti Cs th.t ::oore had ...... 



:mL"l! .a.C Ad' ;ison ,:ho had filled th is position for 12 yCal's 9x1or to t~ il 

"!; l ~E . rnJ. !.:OO ¢{ }~ln ce.dc t:as DuclVcssiu l for county C1C'l'k Oyer L. C Srr-..i th 

G.A S:!1ar:? '!:- Hn,: el€.cted. O\' €r A. a ::ii'€r fo r Coun".:y Court mEmb Er ::or Ed-

o",'(r S. J .i1:E;;l'cd.Lln : 934 the citizens of tht. county votEd. on an a mcnd..'ll.-

tnt that tl"ac:t he.d. ne.d r~ch critic:'!?!:: e...T1d co r.:mcnt u!) unti I that t1 ~: ( tb( 

::.a"':i:icat ion of thE Frohib ition "m(nQr."!€n t after much talk ~:,o a."'l.d CO::1 

thE election I.as held and t:h €n th :t> vot~s wer € countEd it !:-e. s found t ha t 

'3hf vote s tood f:;Jr ratifica ti::m ;:9SS co nd E.geinRt rat i f i c<'..t i on 291'5 . 

; i(1d de:?utiES ... "'.,.; O. P. ...... J 110" - " "'1n .ttor ... .rv Riche.rd-• =~.... - v'..lr ... :y C.S 2. r • .:or rl'OE.:-C ...... Co ....*'J 



O w,.. ., ... .. i" . 
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.• c (It.:t (d "':0 tt ( ';oun'tr '::~u'!:t 

,l,("- dccttu. 'to the Hou !!c Of I)€ lE£,e.tE::e f rom Focahontas over his ~ (;r<lb li ca.'"l 

o.?'::mcn t Dr. L. O U.c Cutchcon 26 13 to 2426 . J.:ooay rince.d€ Y'es electEd County 

c:lcri: o\' Er li Cl' ritt 1~ clli8on by a yot € of 342( to 177I,r:.icnr.rd !!c;-f-cl of 

:.J, llpoint havi~ b een epPoint €d by the court to fill out the U!lE"xpirCd 

te:rm of I: Erth Nottingham resic;ned Chrk of The Circuit Oourt :faile-d to run 

for the next; term b ut GradY R.Coor€; ,;as elEcted o-.el" j.C Acil:ison 'by a \"otc 

of 2980 to 233 o. 

About 19! C to IS citEl' all thE vir(.. ln tL;Q er had b een ... ut on O:1r 

"Est timb ered a.r€as numErou s fo:rcst fires b rol: c;:- out mn"Jl inE ov n tbousnr.d.s 

0::: fe xes of this cut OlT€T ~"Uld far back in the rrountains the. sr.:-ok€ b€1n
b 

BO 

c.E...'1e € it l72.6 Cl'Q1, d€d in b y 1o~1 hUlIli dity to our to\7nS End v1llEtucS unt11it 

C£.US~d visib ility t o be ,"cry ;loor and fOl· lr'.oWl)' !7'.iles a17l!Y th E ~ro::1D or "'ur-

ni~ heTCS 'llF li:Q~ ~t1ilin:' J th€se :!:'irts had to be :mt out e.t thE c::,cnS( 

of th( county so c.bout this ti mE thousandS of dOlls:,s - (rE ;"Ip ld out 1))' oar 

county court to mcon of the county fOl' f1Lh!: 1nC- !"1r£,:h!s f2 8 all ,*,ne by 

undcr tr.cir eup r rv ls10n pr tCf..t of the1;- f~s1Bt(.nt8. 

I nf oXl,-c .. t1on . Countr Cou rt iHcordS frat;;. 1)32 to ... ~ Je.rl1ntoA • 

. Ve . Blue Eooks :from 1935 to 39 . 
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\'i r & n _ .• nt;o Pl''lT 

Cio" ern ... L.'i 't . Sf':::.1 c.l C, 5mi t h . Hi 11000 1'0 , " , Va , ?oc[.nont a EO Co . if I . 

Th e i ll'st eettlO"s that sett l ed on t h e l"et lrn Gide of' t h e 

L:ount a i ne t ool: up larGe trac t s of land. Especial l y a long the 

Grfelb ri Er Riv Er and oth EX ;-;a t er c ou rses in nhat lat Er bEcamE poce,h an-

l,· t tle b u t at that t i rr;e money in any tas County , Th eir t e..'I:€S were very 

emount \7e.S he r d to r a i a €. On e a .... f th ese S ett l ers a !1.d lare E l a nd or.n el'S \ ..... a8 

·John E. Buckl cys b r anGi"at h er uh o ha d 17, 000 a c r es of land ':J €t1.'leen Lz..r l in-

t on a nd Vi olet laying on both si d E.s of the GrEenbri Er taking i n th e Bu-
, 

ct ley llountelns for i ,-h i ch t h is chai n of mou:1.te. in s "1".""8.8 nar.H~d, on th is 1ar g e 

-tract -;h e 
te J ohn Buck l ey th e pi on eer pe.:!. d 0.75 a:1. t h is Entir e tract 

fo r one year. the tax E-s r;- el' E payab le a t St z:..lb tO:1. Virb"i n i a , thus this lonb 

trip t o pa y t hEi r t c:.X128 so ·you can €as i l y see " hy a. ne:.' count y "l7C!.S :tel'med 

t.nd oux coun t y g overnmen t br OUf;ht c los er h ome to the in.l,.ab i t a.'1 ts of th e 

upper port ion of th e Gr e81.br 1 er Va l ey. Pack about that ti me some of t he 

l: cl l lsofl s m;n €d 350 acr es n ear ViolEt and the OW er s a id h e ";au l d hp.v e-

t o sell off part of b is lan d ·O ECEUS€ h I:' cou l d not pay th e tax E's ,l7h ich r.-e_ 

r e an I}. 0 · 75 f or th e entire tra ct , al l of r:r:ich l;£I..S pai d e.t Staun ton "\Tir_ 

binia,th e man e, "as h ard to g et end t h e tri p to ft tau:: t on loes 10I'-&: B...'1d tir-

ESO!tl t , a 11 o-: th is en d :nore l ed t o the f or~.c.tio:l of Pocahont2.s County i n I.:: a 

a s t h i s eeet i oD \':&. e r· Et tl 1 1 
u nE; ,"ery i tt e: i f z:.ny b enef it s from the tv.cs t~ (:,' 

~aid, th i6 is by l~ay of 
CO~E.r1eon of Our taxes of to a.:.y , but iT E do cct :: ::-~ 



;:3ov(rn rr t . Stl.lUu cl G. £rn1th . F. !11sboro . 7' . Vo. . ?ocahontas Co . ~j 2 . 

end it is "cry doubtfuli! th is Dcction ,". o\!lci have ec! .. c.nccd as 

it hnd not formEd a aeperLt e county functioning wi th i n i ts ' 

self • 

p ocahont a s is and has long ele.ssed a s an adVanc ed echlcation-

a l COU.Tlty hav ing had one of t h E f irst Hi gh Schoo ls a s it wou ld bE ter _ 

med tOday the Ol d Academy at Hillsboro and one at Greenbank serv i nb the 

people of both the upper and l orler end of the county unti l tOday poce.-

hontas County has 3 aecredi ted High Schools .. 1 tb 2g t tach ere, th Ese Higb 

Schoo l s a re The Little L~vels District High lo<atedat Billsbo ro,ldro.y 

District High at l:a rlinton and Greenbank Hi gh Scho ol at Gr eenbcmk,~esid€S 

ou r 60 ~ l E:~ €!ltary schoo ls of these II a re Graded Schoo l s v.r ith more t h an 

on e: room and .1:nxtk.iExgroZl!i l':E find 6 co lored o'r Nfg ro schools scattErEd 

abou t over the county whEre ou r c o lored popu lation iG the gr <.atE.st.ThE.se 

63 schoo ls ' '''P l oy I }6 t<achfrs Zg emp loyed by th e Hi gh School. "hi le thE 
"' 

r EmaindEr of r og e.re Emp lol'E:.d fo r our e lemen tary schoo ls,th1s i8 1£88 

schoO Is an d less t each era than \";a s us Ed in th e coun ty u;> un til about 1933 

e:h en Conso li dat i on \"les started,$B WE" had around 50 s chools up until that 

t i r;. e that employed about 160 teachers. 

Clp unti l about 1933 i t took anout half of the tax,s collect'd 111 

Focebontas Ilounty to run our schoo l. end pay cur teachers as thE .tate 

- ;)U .Q) 
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1 e th t ti me the stat e has ;: n!.s ,·ery 81:18.11 up until tha t ti me bu t 9 no & 

in O"r school system and revlnue as in 1939 the contributed s rcatly - .... 

i n I 940 the state Bent to th i s Costate contributed a: 175,511. 00 a.Tld 

_'. th e amount spen t by Pocahontas Ur."lty ~ I e I J S I 0.00 and the fol l 0T11ng 

County in that year azrrent tax es co l lected $ 62,611 .00 stat e a id $ 1 61 , 

S ID.CO oth er receipts $ II, 5Sg . 00 total recei p t s a ll funds $ 236 , 009 . 00 

spEnt in Pocahontas County for school pUrpOSES a ll th i s mon ey was r a ised 

by. taxation of some sort either by our coun ty lEVy or by taxes collected 

by the state in Poca.l-Jontas County and returnEd t o t h e county in t h e form 

of State Aid to our schoo l systenl,the state a id 1s determined by the am-

aunt of taxes that the state collects with i n our borders IOO Btly by the 

Consumers Sales tax but other s are collected also an d a percent returned 

to the county . 

Under our o l d t ax syst em our Coun ty Oourt cou ld TEiae rmat ever 

amoll."lt that their estl nat e called fo r but after the passage of t h e: tax 

Limi tat10n AWltendment th ey .. er e not ab l e t o dO this 60 other sou rcEs uf 

l'EVE:nue haa. to be cstaoli shed to meEt th i s Ehortat,e of Money eo if it l'"l!.9 

no t for our state aid '7e pou l d hav e ehorter te:r zr.s of schoo l a..,d (nIT Entire 

~d.lcational oyoterr. curta.ilEd. 

Tbe ta.:: collc.ctEd Shows t h e £ror; t~ e..."ld tHalth of any count)~ or 
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is particular ly true in Poca.~ontt.B as tr..t t h c tiu;c of tlE: 

for~t: on of a nE?\? county in 16 2I thE: taxes collected by Vlre;lnia of 

r.h !ch UE \7cre a part 17ere a mere trifle but the population in. this seo-

tion at thet time received very litt le consideration ir.. any way,b'Ut ei-

tET pocahontas r.aB formed and our county governmEnt was in the midst of 

its' people right array rre began to g ro17 more taxes were collected from 

year to yeax, 17h ich nas spent u18el~r on necessary irrq:>rovemen'ts E-"ld tocl9..y 

?oca.hontas Cou...'lty the third largest county in the state in area bas adV -

enced grEat lyby dlSveloping her resources c leared our lEVel fertile sec:t-

ione that tOday p rochlce oux vast numbe:es of livestock and gra1n that 1n 

turn rrake up our property for taxation that the county is operated on. 

Pocahontas County has a very effecient county gov~ent 

for her peop le by¥" her peon1e and for her 1 , P SOp e. 

Inforrration . CountJ Records. I!ar linton. '.t . Va. , 

Jay ~~ckley:Buckeye. -:I .Va. 

:; .Va. Blue Books 39-40. 

• 
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At 0 mrct1nc of the court of April t:.th,I6 48 the following (;(Jlt l
en 01 

Paul MoNee1,JoB Eph Moore,John Gay,and Satl1lel Hugsett m€rn"oers 

pr£smt ,they proceeded. to lay the county levy which wae 109·50 to be col-

lected from 961 tlthablee this was the largest levy thus far layed 1n the 

county. ;11111am Blair was again cboSEn Sheriff of tbe with i7 ill1am J TIoodd-

Ell, I saac McNed,James T lockridge and John Bold6'l as bis dfputl m.At this 

t ime it was deened. advisable to divide the county into districte for the 

elECtion of overseer,s of the ppor for the county .At this setting of tbe 

court t hey acted on the citizenship papers of James D:lrsey a native of Ir-

elan d,and he was a dmitted and became a cit izen of the United S'tatES. 

HEnry lJ . li:offett resigned as clerk of the court and William SkE'En 

was acting cle-rl:: for a time 'unt il the court appoint ed him 8.S clerk for a 

Bwm ymr term.A court held llay 1,1849 was composed of the following gBl-

tlE:l'lEn JUBticES JamES Sl:.arp,l:lll1am Fertig,John 7.'.:iarnlck,John UcNe:el,John 

Yeager,Patrlck Bruffey,SamuEl Hogsett, Leonard Hur1ng,BenjB.m1n Tall:mn,Idw_ 

A. rd Irvin e, Jacob 1!.ath E17S, lanty l.Qck ridg e, Josiah Beard, i71 l11e.m Mc!\' eel, 7.'oods 

Poage, ravid Kerr,Hugh Llc Laugh lln,Abraham Hill, :alliam CacklEjr,Paul !!d:iecl, 

John Gay and Joseph Uoore at this time the levy r.as layEd for S 49 ,which r.B.S 

for 109 . 40 to be collected from 980 tithablE'S and at this time it r.as thOUGht 

n €C eesary by th e cour'" t .. 0 rq,air the court house and jail not tOntCffti 50.CD 
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b mch (8 WC1' e to be mad e for th e jury r oom . Isaac ~oor e nas comDl-

iSsionecl eh s:'iff of the county with James and \'/il11am Bruff ej and .lim Ho-

ldm as h1s deput1 ES. 

f 110 1 mEn 1I1111am L Th e court of rS50 May term consist ed of th e 0 l'1' ng 

Fert1g ,JamES Fdm1eton,John McNee1,John YEeger,i7il1iam C@:Ck ley,IBv1d Kerr, 

S el 1111 L " N el H h "c'-u~" lin, '--+y Lookridge,paul McN-amu Hogsett,ii am jUC e ,ug .UI./o.t::L b'" s.a.Lh 

eel and Sampson Mc.thavs.At this term of court an aSSESsor was chosen in 8.0-

cordance of an act of the g eteral 8.sBEmbley so Pilu1 McNeel was chosm the 

first a SSEsso r of Pocahontas County.The levy for 1850 was for 810. from 989 

t 1thab les.It l7as ordEred by the court that an opm poll be takEn of the Ybl-

tE' free ho l ders ,tax payErs and persons over 21 years" of age chargmb1e with 

the pay of the county levy,also l'lh ether the County Court of this County sha-

11 subsc ribe to the capito l stock of the Virginia Cmtral Rail Road Conpany 

a sum not exc eeding I O.OOO.OO.Thomas Hill was again chosen commissioner of 

t he rev1nue for Pocabontas County for the year of I S50,Paul McNeel submitted 

his report of aSSESsmmt of lands and personal prOpErty in Pocahontas County 

1"fh1ch took 9" days to p ~orm his - =. dUty,h1s bill was author1z ed payed by th e 

court and c extifi ~ to the aUQ'itor f bli ~~ 0 pu c accounts for payment. 

The county lias layed off into school districts,the f1rst CO.!:i.IDEncing 

at John TOWJlS8lds and a stra1ght line to the mouth of 11ttlingtoD Crt£k,thmce 

'''-'''-" "'''~1 1 
- ....... - ·"-''-'0 +'" +hp fl'!or-bland County line,tb1s i:"l.cludea 
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ell the people i n the upper end of the county, ,,. 2 COl!l!DEIloing at A~dIew 

John Olecks by the carding machine known as BradShawe,# 3 starting at 

John Potts thmce f."ith the number one line to Andx6'1 G Mathews thence 

with the line of # 2 to the Bath County line and to Solomon Aldermans, 

thEnce by the Cummings place thEnoe to the river at Joshua B Keys, #-4 

sta rt i ng at John TOMlSEnds thenc e to John Townseids,tbence to Big Spring 

fork of Ell::,thmce to the COll..'1ty lin e nmr Josiah Bridgers this includES 

ell thE' i hhabitants on Flk and Laur el Creek and Stony Creek and back to 

Joshua B.XEyo.# 5 start ing Jonat han Griffins and connect ing with th e lin • ... 

of # 3 and 4 to the mouth of st amping Creek up the same to ita hmd and to 

the Nl cha.las County line.# 6 start i ng with line number 5 down the river to 

the Grembr,l er County line thmce to John Oldhams to Casfbolt e stor£ to 

th e county lin e on old Nicholas road, # 7 starting with a lin e of #- 6 and. 

taking in all the renaining f amili es in the lo"er md of the county.Th e 

Ill., a el ECt Ed es SChoo l commissioners were as fo llo"s for distr ict i I "'as 

Patrick Bruffey ,# 2 Preston !loore, 1iI 3 William Skem.,i 4 I saac !loor o, i 5 

John H Rucknan J# 6 Thomas Hill, # 7 Josiah B mrd. 

,"/1 lliam Sk fEll flaB ChOB en SUp erint m.<lint of Bchools for Pocahontas 

County , starting Janunry I I 155~ so h e ~. B th [i ' 
"CI. e ret county Sup Erint IDd.a.,?lt 

for Pocahontas County , t his if 
o ice has liVed throug!l all thE'se 



COtr.~TY GOr~l.!iDlT . S . G.S POCAHOliTAS COm;TY.PAGE;; 4-___ _ - , 

snd today we find our sChools still under the sUPErvision of a county 

f'l"intendmt , this office having been CrEated in ISSI. 

The sheriff producEd in court a list of land K«1l£ to be Bold for the 

nonpaymmt of taxes for IS45-46-47_lIS and 49 this land was Bo ld October I 

ISSO so this custom \'las start ed i n 1850 and 1s st ill pract iC ed in our coun_ 

ty tOday. Isaac Moore was again cboSEn sheriff of the county unti l. Ig;2 his 

deputies were rlill1am Bru:ffey,James Bruffey and John Boldm . A court held 

April I 15$1 was made up of the following justicesJosepb Uoore, BEnnY Tall-

lIIan,Samuel Hogsett,John UCNei ll,and Leonard Herring . About this time Sampson 

L • .Mathavs takes over and haS surv eyed 1,000 acres of land on Stamping CrEek 

and Cranberry Riv er,17hich refers to a survey of 3 . 000 acrES in I7g7 of G6:J -

rge CIEnd61EO,JOhn MCNeel and John Beckley,this Uathews tract is the vacant 

land bet17em these suneys of 17S7.Many of ou r larger €States were surveyed 

betweEn the time of the formation and I S50 and SOllie of these larger tract. 

are still togather today , as mucb of Pocahontas County 1s taken up by Some 

of our larger farmaX of from 500 to 2500 ecres fOUlld in various parts of tb e 

county . 

In rg~ r the court room ~as enlarged and a n"" clerks oftice built 

this SO'VEd the county 'for many YEars . 

It 1s at this time that th. records b 
s ow that a free r=a.n of oolor 

el of land from GEOrge!.: Ef:sinbirg end 
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u thouGht by many that thio 10 where O{(l.orlr L\ountain ljot itu nam{' fi6 

thHie oolored. ptop1e lived hC(I for ymro aftcr thrtr mnoter c11Cd.Thio laJ1 

111 rcoordui in the olcrko offioe 10 Bnth County Virginia of 1796. 

Th10 oounty lik!' nll civ ilized count rica bad to l'lave mlniotero of 

th goope! for p rcn.cbing on the onbbl'lth day aloo to perform marriagEil that 

took place from t ime to time over the county.ao rcligiouD activities play-

td. a v cry important pa.rt 1n our oounty gov Q"nmmt from ita very b(ginnlng 

and so on up to t h presmt time no no oountry can survive without Dome GO-, 

rt of d1r1stianity 80 on October 7 , IS5 1 Joohua Buokley a Method.iot .. Protcot -

!lnt mlnloter is ordained. a mlnlater of the goepel and. a l1cmae 1"0.0 Srsnt-

£d him to patoro! marriages trithin the oonrnonttcn.lth . 

B amy Ta llrm.n is choo 01 S'l ('r i ff and oommission ed by th e Qov O"nor of 

Vi rB' inia to sexveuotil rSS3 ,hia d£r,lutieo were Jac ob Kmnison,Rnd John A. 

Holdm. 

Sy thlG time our county govErnmtnt \':8.0 .functioning Die dy and th e 

1nhabitants on the \~' C6tern \':ntere V1cre bettf'X aatiefied than bd'ore the 

for~tion no thf!y i'£>lp they t:ac better a cn ed by a C'0vETnrn cnt Xt( with the 

th e count y govcrnm 01t in their m1d.B t und eo today ne find the clooer tht; 

cov<mm cnt 18 to the pco,lc the better it funCtiono • 

Inf
o

l',no.t10n_County Court Ord er Book" 5 Olerke otflo~!.!n.l'liDton . -:: . Va . 
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JamES Sha rp was oommissioned Sh eriff no serv e unt1l the f1rst quar-

ter 1y court f o r the year of IS4$,Jamm T lockridge,Will1am J r.'oo dde
ll 

&; 

John Ho ldm were oommissioned as his deputiES.The l~y for Ut47 was lay-

ed and it "'as 796.42 to be oollect ed from 932 tithables this being one 

of t he larg est lEVies layE'd and thia waB the largest populat i on up until 

t hat time *Kl.Th e levy 'I78 S th e following . 

Jacobi{ Mather.s 6 de.yB as Gurveyor of public roadS 

Paul McNeel f o r 24 cheirs for court house and hauling same. 

a fiO j a min R er o ld !j. days a s s u n eyor of roads . 

I se.e.c ILool' e 3 day s 

II 
ThoIZaS R Poag e:;5: " 

" 

" 

" " 

" " 

Tho mas R P oa g e I p ound of gunpowder 

" 

" 

HU£h Mclaughlin 2 days as surveyor of public roa.ds 

3. 00 

33. 00 

2.00 

·50 

I.DO 

James it tloor e 3 days " " " " I' " and putting up two index 

boards. 

J ohn B Hill, E::>en€Zer i'f.:!.iting,Richard Hill and Abraham Rill I old wolf 

Josiah Uorrison 4 old red foxes 

3 . 00 

scalp 
I2.00 

6 . 00 

Fbm €Zel' i7h1ting for 2 old fox Sca.lpB __ -: _____ ~ ____________________ 3 . 00 

Jacob Bi b l e f or 2 days surv E:ting public roadB __________________ l . oo 

s ervi c e on 'Dub lie roads---______________ __ 2.50 
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3 ru:f':f cy tor 10 dayo s erv ic e on COW1t y rOD c1e ___ ______ ____ ________ §. . 00 

a wry Grimes for 3 daya servi oe on pub lio r oads- - - - - _______________ l . 50 

Ils.rshall P eyatt fo r 2 young Red Foxee----- --- - --____ ______________ I. 50 

Abel .o\dkison fo r 4 days s ervic e on public roads--- - ---__________ _____ 2 . 00 

Will1a.'1I HaZ}lEr fo r 3 days s ervi ces on pub lic roa ds-- --____________ 1.50 

i."i Ili am Hogs et t fo r 5 days surv eying on publi c r oads------_______ 2 . 5 0 

Richard Hill fo r l a Id Red Fox s calp ----- --- -----__ ___________ _ ___ 
I

•
50 

Richard Hill, 7li llia.m Morrison ,JamesKel llson and Al exan d er lI':o r rison for 

l a I d wo 1:f scal p - --- - - ------- -------_________ . ___ _ ______ -------12 . 00 

Abraham Cut l ip for 2 o ld r ed. f ox s ca lp s---- ---- ----______________ 
3

•
00 

Adam Nott i ngha m f or 4 days as SUI'Veyor of publi c roads--- - - ________ 2. 00 

Ibm €Z er i'lh iting for 3 o ld r ed fox scalp s ---- -------_____________ 
4

•
50 

Samuel UGay for S days as s urveyor and f o r s i gn boar cfs-----_______ 4.50 

Alexand er V1 Sharp for 2 r ed fox scalps I young and I old----_ _ ____ __ ~.25 

J a mes K elli son an d Rl chard Hi l l fo r 2 o ld 'I"lo lf Bcalps---- _______ 24. 00 

Jos iah Calli son fo r II days as surv eyo r of pub li c r oads- - --- ______ 
5

•
50 

John i7augh f or f o r 6 days a nd 3 i nd ex boa r ds - _ _______________ __ _ 5 . 25 

James ii' Smith f or la I d r ed f ox sca J.;,s - --- -----_______ ___ _______ _ ____ I_ 50 

,';1111em P Hill f ox I x b 4 17 d I 1 4 0 • 17 
c ow a r • an S edge . 0 ---------------- -0. 

J aa . p McComb fo r bUilding chimney a t c ou rt houa e------ - --___ ____ __ ___ I O. OO 
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for 3 days as surveyor of public roads __________________ I.50 

Phill1p Moyer fo r 7 days as surveyor of public roads ____________ 3.~O 

Josiah BEard for laId lIoli ecalp-_____________________________ I2.00 

Charles ';l Grimes for 3 old and 3 young red fox ecalps __________ -6.75 

George Rider for 2 days as surveyor of public roads-------_______ 1.00 

Richard McN eel for 6 days as survEyor of public roads-_____ _____ 3.00 

Levi CacklE)' for 2 old red fox scalpe- _ ____________________________ 3.00 

Mathias Potts for I o ld '\"lolf scalp-----__________ _________________ l2.00 

liathias Potts and Jo:xome McOloud for one old red fox scalp- ________ l.50 

John McN eill for 3 days as surveyor of public roads - ______________ l.50 

Arch Rhea. for II days as surveyor of public road.6-------_____ - ___ 5.5 0 

William Gum for ~ lold Tlol! scalp-------------------______________ l2.00 

John H Ruckr.an for g days surveying public roe.ds---------__________ -4.00 

Alexanda- W RidfX for 4 days service on public roadB--___________ -2.00 

\','illiam Blair for I old wolf sca lp- ----- ----------________ _____ I2.00 

J ohn F~nah for I old wolf eca lp------------_________________________ l2.00 

John He.nnah for l aId Tlolf scalp-------------____________________ _ I2. oo 

Andrer; '.:e.nI€sS for laId iTolf sca lp- --------_____________________ l2 . 00 

John Houchen for I old wo lf Bcalp------- _______________________ I2.00 

B enj. '7allacE for 2 young rEd fox Es----------------_______________ 
1

•
50 
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","; Burnsid t" for I o ld -rEd f ox ________________________ _ 1_5° 

\i fo rg P 1{ f r X f or 6 daye as su:rveyo r of pub l io r oads ___ ___ - ____ - - 3 • OO 

John ArbobB-st for 4 days and i nd ex: bOB.-rde ____________ --.: ____ - 2 •75 

GEOrgE' Young fo r 4 days on pub l i c r oa de and I index board-----
2

•
75 

" illiam D Reina & B.Gr iffin fo r 2 young red fOXES _________ -1.5° 

So l omon Coonr ad fo r l a I d wo lf s ce. l p _________________ ______ -12.0
0 

Robert :9 Tallman for 5 days a s surveyor of r oa ds _______________ 2 .5° 

J ohn Sbeets f or 6 days as sur veyor of roa dS ____________________ 3. 00 

".lilli a m Moor e 1 o l d red fox sca l p ______________________________ 1.50 

Frank l in D Iloo re for l a Id red fox s calp _____ - - - ____________ 1.50 

J.:ts i ah Barlow f o r l aId rfd fOB scalp _________________________ 1 .5 0 

E m r y 3ar lo ... for 1 old rei f ox sca l p __ ----------------------1.5
0 

,iilliam Baxt er for 1 d.Id l' ed f ox scal p ____________________________ 1.5 0 

J..n d rm ruff i el d f or 5 days on pub liC roads _ _____________ ---------2.5 0 

3 enoni Gr iffin f or 2 days services on publiC roads __________________ 1.00 

Thomas Be l fo r 6 daye S E'I'V iCES on pub liC roa ds __________________ 3. 00 

Jae . Courtney l a Id ",olf scalp for benefit of Isaac Moore ____ ____ 12 . 0
0 

John Uc Elw eE f or 9 days a s survEyor of roads _____ ___ ______________ 4 )5 0 

~:111iam H F urill fo r common .. faIth attorn EY _____ ________________ 100.00 



IDENTIFICATION REPORT 

I)Qto rO/IS/lfI 

GOVfTnrncnt , S. G, s . POCahont aa 00 . ptlse 5---

1!off ctt 0 ] ~rk of th e court __________ ________________ _ ____ I90. oo 

Se.mf' for 
____ 30 . 0 0 

ste t i on Ery _______________________________ _ 

Jam Ea Sherp ( Sh eri .ff Pocahont as Oounty _________________ _ 
---~5 .00 

Jam oo Eo I de-: ja i lor - ----- - -------- ------ ---------------------5 0 . 00 

H. i! Uof f ft t for l arder bo ok ------------ - -------------------S. 5 0 

For d~.)osit ionG 
- ----------~-100.OO ----------------------------- --

A l ist od de1i nQu1nc 1 £S in t h e county for the year rS46 wae prre mt Ed 

for 21. 25 trh i ch i s ac c ep t ed b y th e court.Alon g about that t1me any merch_ 

ant tha t chose t o sell liquor VIa S g ranted a licfIlse by the court to sell 

rt ine, Rum brandy etc th is li-cense co s t 15 .00 Hem War1'1ick rre.s g ranted a 11_ 

CEnse fo r his s t ore a t Bi g Spring to s ell liquor at retal1. 0n motion of Ja-

cob Ki nni son it was ordered that John H Ruckman, Rl cha rd UCNeE'l,John Hill 

Edward X.lli s on end flilliam Young act as a commission to vim a site tor a 

road from St 'Ph Ell - ho I e Run to th e top of B .. uk ey e Mountain Dear l';ill1am AuL 

dr 1dges thenc e t o Ph rope MCN ellIs mill and thence to Goorg e KFec . 

1'1111.\0,. Blair,Thomas CasEbolt and William Oochran "ere selooted 

by t h:e Court to ","-mine the bri dge a cross I<lcust Creek ,this r.as done at 

the courts s et ting August,3,:rs47.The bridge r.as at the JOsiah Beards )[i11 

there i s st ill a nl\ old cov ered bridge at this same plece S<rving the many 

PEop l e of I<lcu at OroOk and V "'inity tOday and the rock worka of the pree_ 
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and SOllie ne .. lVoOd wOrk added to replace the ori g i nal that hed melted 

we to time and decaY.At this meet ing of the court a commission wes 

selected to viE\1 the alteration of the roed from Academy(now Hillsboro 

to the Gr e61brier County line on th is COmmiss i on were the following mm 

~71 ll1am Blai r,G eorge Gay,Sheldon Clark and i7i lliam COch ran. 

From the :formation of the county it was a constructive Era the.t 

tOOk place within the county and much of the progress and growth was br _ _ 

ough t a bout by the untiring efforts of these o l d gent l emEn that so fal_ 

thfully served on our County Courts of the first part ~ the IS th CEnt_ 

ury.These mEn wer e the truepioneexs 1n our county governmmt and tOday 

n:a.ny of our roatls were layed out and surveyed by mEn that were pioneers 

i n our county governmEnt . 

At a specia l session of the court held February I,rS4g the toIle1\'_ 

ing g mtlenen weH presEnt Hugh Mclaughlin , Jacob lY . Uath .. e,Ieaac lIooro, 

Sampson !lath ewe ,Paul McN eel, Le:mard H ""I1ng, and J ohn Gay.At this meeting 

la lliarn Blair wae chos el Sheriff with James Lockr1dge,11111iam 1100ddell and 

John HoldEn ·as his dEputies .On Aprll,I7,IS4s another called meeting "". held 

th is time to try a N la 

egro 8 ve named Henry and belonging to Josiah Bard. tor 

burning a storEhoue e belong ing to H lIt ~"lt~ 
enxy Cas ebo t, th e Negro p ad no eo..... # 

but t7as bound for on e YEar to hi. 

mast Ell' for his good. bmav1or. 
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A li c ense to operate a. house o~ private Entertainment wae fixed by 

th (' ourt at } .OD. 

By way of COIlq:larieon the county has grown from the aparcely settled 

wildern ess ae it was at the bEginning of tpe e1.ghte6'lth cmtury until at the 

last cmsus of I 940 it had a population of 13,906 this shows the Ef.fec1mcy 

in county governm mt from its beginning up until the pl'esmt time. 

Infor mation_ County Court Record Book'" 4-Uarlinton .W.Va. 
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an lz e Soon n:fter thE' county TIllS formed the court proceeded to org 

the coW}ty ).t1l1t1a,as a part of the m1 l itary establlehment of th e state . 

The followi ng named persons WE're named as f i t and proper p ersons 0 , t ' fil l 

. ted the the respect 1vE' offices so the GoVErno r end the l!!oMHa county rEquee 

apPointmEnt of the following John Baxter fo r Colonel Comaan umt of the 

County of Pocahontae,Benjamin Ta l J.ma.n for the of f i ce of li eut£nant Co lonel, 

William Blair for Major,Boone Tallrnan.i71111am Arbogaet.H enry Herol.d, Isaac Xl5 

!!oore,and Milburn Hughes Captains . Andr er. G JJat bE-17s,Rob ert VI Warn1ck ,Will-

lam b::organ , iVilli am Youn~ and James Rh ee a s Li eut enants.Jacob Slavens ,Ja:nee 

7ianh"ss Sal!i'J.e l Young and James Ca lli s on f or ensigns. 

Patrlck Bruffey Was selected a s a su itable p erson for Sh eriff he g et_ 

ting his commi ssion from the Governor of Virgin1a,his deputiE:8 were Paul Mc-

N€e1;James Bruffey and J ohn A Ho lden were appointed as h1s deputies,~lPX 

Bruffey t41 serve from Dec. I S43 unt i l th e first quart erly court in the year of 

I845. The l EVY 1'1as Iayed and i t \"las foun d t hat it 170uld take 779.52 to meEt 

the expenst=s of t he county fo r that year this b eing collected from 822 pe_ 

ople inclUd ed i n this levy was 50.00 to reniel Friel for repairing the .ja-

i 1 making it a fit and sai"e place to hold prisoners .. 

One of the dut i es of t h e court at t h is time was t o g rant or rejFc t B. 

pErson p
e

rm1so i on to put a f ~ce or a gate a c r oss a hlghnay and all partl('a 
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I.·,ot:med had to b (> consulted .Patri ok Brufffy ''las commiaaioned Sb eriff with 

James Bruff ey and John Ho l dEn as h is deputies for 1645 and. IJ..6.Tbe len' for 

IS16 flas for 67g.S7 from S5 7 tithables this levy was lay(>d by Sanpson L. 

l!a th £Ws J Hugh U:Claugh lin, ~OlUel Hogset tJ & Joseph 1l00rE.Thomas Hill was e1-

ectEd b y the court as oommissioner of revenuE f or the countYJthis usually 

r E'q ui r t"d 75 days €8.C year . ",ames h • Sharp was chosen Sheriff until 18 47 with 

end John Ho lden as bis dEputiE:s.The clerk Ada m Notti ngbamJWilliam Wooddell 

of t he court was dEsignated by the court to ~ett le with all Sheriffs that 

had finished thei r t(>rm of offioe. HEnt'y .M Moffett is again chosEn clerk of 

the court with John Newton Craig as h i s deputy .At this time the oourt fixed 

the rates of ordinaries with a slight ra1 se over former years.The levy for 

Is49 was 497.50 from 897 tithables this shows a gain in p opulation and as 

rrany of the roads were finished th e l evy was lower then before,so most of tlE: 

l€v-y was for the salari es of the CO'..ll1 t y of:f1 cials,pay bounty on Wo lf s ca lps 

and bounty on Red Fox€s,about t h ie time the county l'7as beginning to prosper 

and needEd roads into other COuntiEs so a de l egation of mEn were select£.d 

t o go t o other counties asking th eir cooperat i on in making r oads t hat served 

as commun ica tion lines for many years one of thesE old roads or trai l s is 

still v ery plain and is often ref err ed to by p eople of tb is particular sect_ 

th i s 1s the Old Nicholas Trail that is found on and near Blue Knob on Vl_ 

l!.ountain, th is trai l or road TIas a connecting 



~',,Jst VirGinin \\)oltors ' 

bf'<:"'''H:U IDeNTIFICATION REPORT 

COUNT Y OOHRNU!NT . S . G.S POCAHONTAS OO . pag< 3-__ _ 

poc..hontna .About this ttlDe th e crurt prOC«d_d to lay th _ county off 1n 

,elIoo
l 

districts in persllanc. of an act of t he general 'asembl.,. passed on 

the 5th day of lIarch r846 ,so the court prooeeded as follo .. 
s 

th_ first diat _ 

rict commenced at James TOlVllsenda at Stony Bottom and a straight line to Jo-

hn Sharps on the head of the south branCh of S1ttlington Cr eek . # 2 commenci~ 
.t the line of the fir at and extending to Willi ... Bradshawa carding mchine 

and up to the ford of Knappe Cree.k nEar Huntersville if 3 commencing at the 

line of the second at Samuel Hogsetts from th ere to the Cummings place and 

from thErE to Jonathan Griffins and to the NiCholaa County line # 4 starting 

at Cummings p lace do1'lll Gr Hnbr1er River Opposite the head of B
e
av

e
r11ck to 

JamES Piles place and to the mouth of Stamping CHEk to the NiCholas County 

line, # 5 COJ:lll1encing at the line of the lj.thl( at the Greenbrier County l ine and 

runn ing to John Oldhams and from there to John Beards mill and from there to 

Samuel t11 11ings and joining up With the line of the lj.th,# 6 starting at the 

11ne of the 5th a t th e Gr e nbrier County line t o the Nicholes County line 

this covEred the r Emainder of the county,this bC1ng COmp letEd tbe next tasle 

fo r the court Tlas to select a Commission for the county one man COming frOID 

each district and known as the school COl!ll!lission as fOllows for district I I 

Petrick Bruffey , ,, 2 Preston lloore,i3 Isaac ILoore,,, lj. John H Ruckman, If 5 Tb_ 

omss Hill, Ii 6 JOsiah Beard. 



,cOUlI'TY GOVIRN1..L"iT xx S .G. S POCAHm:TAS COUNTY'pagE" -,,(JX~ At paGe 175 in County Court Order Book ". 4- I f ound. 11 note written 
'w 

t'1 the olnk of the court then William Sk e en as follows .Of free and 001-

or£d sla:'.llee . }'~ or 1830 they had within the county II4 slaves and 5 free 001_ 

ored,fo r rs40 they had 92 slaves and 6 free negroes end for !S50 they had 

14$ s laves and S free negroes. 

In rg45 the follow i ng men sat as a jury to hear any oomplaints and 

to make any indictments that may deem advisable John M J or dln (fo r eroan) 

MosEe poage,T1D1Othy Alderman,Nlcho las Sinunona,Abel Atkin son ,Ben Griffin, 

Anthony Lightner,Alexander Uorrison,All en Galford,Jacob C&seel,John Houch-

en , !lijAh Rudson,Jamee l.ockrldge,Peter Buzzard, iVilliam lloore,John Sheet s, 

William Nottingham,Josepb Frlel,John Hannah,Wl11iam McGloughl1n,Joh n Carp-

enter , 
3 & ~ 

Information_County Court Or der Book . Marlinton.W.Va. 

• 
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rac ~ 1 Chn pt tr IO-
Oov fmo cn1l. ~fI mu ('1 C. Sm1 th. P.i11nboro . 'I'i' . 'la.Pocahontas Co . 

r lfVy of !S?e 1':110 737 · ;;3 to "0o collLctcd I rom 659 peop le for I8 29 

'":as 341.00 f :rom sg r p€op h .At thl0 timE the clerk of the court 

l't c Hv t>d 35 · 00 the Sheriff 40 .00 and the Jai l or 25.00 and 1n Ie~ the Sh-

£1'1ff 17aa Robert Gay ,Joaiah Beard Clt~rk of thE' Court,and Jam(.a :Srindl ey 

Jailor.About this timE' r.elf scal pe werE raiSEd to /!l .OO and thE: 1Iif;l). a 'll-

or.-ed. 50 cents a ciay fo r I'forl:lng on the pub l:i. c roade of the county . ValEntine 

Cackley f:ae dE'puty Sh erUf under Gay . 

ThE' oVf-rseers of the poor 17er e> ierc€d to bind out chi1drm of any fam-

i1y found to be in d€st ltut e CirCll1,1stances. In the l€vy of 182S James i 11_ 

i ot ,-;as allo\!,Ed 5 . 00 fo r laying out the strH·~s of Hu.r'lte-rsv l 11e then the-

co:.mty Bfa t • 

• 
It was the duty of thE' County Court to f1>;: the rates of taverEns also 

thE ratEs for kEC'pin g stock sHz€'d by constab l es undEr EX Ecutlons .3E1ljamln 

Tallman was again co mmi ssioned as Shuif! of thE county \1i t h Eoon Tal l!!aIl 

and JamES Brbdley as his d~uties . At this timE- the cour t dE€W€ci i t advicl!-

b l~ to lay thE' county off into districte so the cone-tables could kHp \'!lth1n 

thc'ir rt:spt.ct1v~ and a.llottEd tEl'!'EtOl'y,the. uppEr End of tbE' county :"-nO\'"O 

ae Upp E"r Tract fO"C!.S #: ! , # 2 to 
Crf(l: , ~:~ 3 t"11 inhabitants from ::napps 

Cruk , th€ men (;hos~ for t!1E-ee jo';)s hod to be honest a..'1d upr1&ht cit1%~B . 



rag '"l... ChopHr ICL 
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From tht: timE of thE formation of Pocahontas Cou."1ty ... hEn it .las 

still a pert of Vlr&;lnia, the County Courts b l gg<= et job ""lae that of lay-

ing the annaual l evy Each yEar 1n J une.The l evy at; 1830 TIas 0405 . 10 

to be collected from 1.17 titha'b l ee or taxpayers . The Levy of I53! was e 9 .... 

rg .46 :from 6cl 7 t l thab les. That of I832 r.ae $995 .from 677 tit:tablE6 in thi s 

levy vas a special levy 01" amount 0:[ 350 . 00 fo r Erecting a county ja.il 

17h ieh nas built by i11111am Gi bson . Th e lEVY o.f I833 t1as fo r :"'623 . 27 to be 

coll~ct€-d from the taxpayErS of Pocahontas.The one o£ IS34 was Jay Ed by 

thE foiH o17i ng gentlemen Jo sEph Hoore ) ~'I1 1liam Cack l ey , John ?raclEhar,& Jo-

hn Gay and th €. total I t-vy was for !.707. 39 to be. collEct ~d f loom 720 ti tb -

ab l e-s , the onE.' fOl' ! £l35 was for $. 1065 . 93 to be col l Ected from 733 titha_ 

b les th i s l EVy 1':'as lay~d by the fO llo\7ing B'Enjamln Tal1man , Thomac Hill, 

Abraham Hill, Joseph lloore and I saac Moore. ThE. lev}p for tbE. yEar of IlS)6 

was f or :: 63 0 .58 fro m 755 t1thables and \':'2.S l.ayed by \,1 111ar.l OacklEy,B(n_ 

jamin Ta11~an , JacoD ,:ar17ick,J06'ph Moo re and Jam.s [d.":!ist c!l.':'he lEVy 150r 

IS]7 \7a6 fo r ~ 65 I. 09 to be C011fct'd from 755 titha!Jles IUlci ,-;as Jayed by 

3(nj""li n Ta 111lan, Damp "on :.:a·'h "78, ::i11ialll Gi beon , & Jacob Arbob .... t .The lEVY 

of 18]S .. as for ' 520 . 00 from 770 t i tha b l£s(T!l< remai n ing 1"'if8 to follo" 

in n EXt rEport .) 
"bEll th e countr was first formed the Shrrlff SErvEd for o~lr tr.o 

years so in lE'2S Robert Gay r.&.e chosen Sheriff unti l 1829 . ThE court at th_ 
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e follo17ing men i":(r( selrctf"d as conetables 17!l(n the ccunty ,2'B lay-

in districts " 2 JamEs Cooper , Little L£vcls JamEs Illiot . # 2 J amEs 

F.iG'binsl~ 3 Fll ja.'t). HUdson and '.7illlam Iloore Jr. Ilk district t hese mEn wer e 

e'p~o int Ed May I o3 , W30 . At th e- Jun e t Exm of court re30 th e Sh Erlff r.as auth _ 

orizEd to ouy a b ell fo r the court house but not to cost over I5 . 00 .John 

:;' l oyd r;p~ s C-ove.rnor of Virginia a t that time.The Court of 3 I consisted of 

C-E-o r gE 3urn Er, John Gillan, J OB Eph Uoor€, John Bl'adshaw and Jacob Y.a.theres , 17ith 

= EI1jami.'1 Ta l l:m.n a s Sherifi' and Pau l McNEEl as his dEputy,at this time tbe 

ShE-riff had oHn r a i SEd to 130 . 00 .In sElecting e. Sheriff for thE next t eTe 

a ballot \,a s tak€11 and wh en t hE ba llots '!'; erE coanted it l.aS fou.nd that the 

tva mE norr..i nated by the cou rt had tiEd, each getting 8 votes,the tr.o cont£st_ 

ant s ITEr e J ohn Burner and Jaco:' r! UathE17S ,aft er sometime the GovE'rnor of Va . 

C
O

ffil1lissionEd GEorge Burner as Sheriff unt il !X.~ Ig33 hi e deputies WE're Paul 

1!:cN €€l ofK thE L€.vE-ls,l!atthew 'd d?TIi ston and James K Elliot with JamEs BrindlEy 

Jailor.At this time John Ucf lwEe was commiE?sioned as Coroner for the county . 

Henry be lJoffet t servEd as clerk of thE court for a long per10d of yea_ 

rs.he also examined the land and property boo!: s for the Commonwealth :tor th1s 

."tra SErvice he rECEiVEd 20.00 a year in addition to his salary as clerk. 

Among the- mony things that fe-lIon the c ourt r.as the pasaing on the 

<leGibility of the IlW1y old soldiers that saw SErvice from I774-g0 theu bfll_ 

::f its "ErE to co". from the statE of -"a. for their .Ervic(s 

-'U.&. "'£" 
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M 
Borne \';,ho lm d e trv£d ae I n dian rw·x h 0"" epy ,t (se 

• ---_ .. - ~ ... 

men having: atta.ln -

Ed th @ a g E' to l' eoeivf' this money , eaoh man ha.d to p rov e h is et:rvi ce r€C -

ord and hav E h is disohar g e.G eo r ge Eurner ,vas again commissioned as 5h~r1f 

,-~of t h e c ounty with 1!ath ew Edmlet on as h is deputy. Jacob lle.th €"r.S suec (E:dEd 

h i m as h igh sbEriff of t he county these mEIl wE r e all SErving onE year , and 

a ga in in IS35 hE" \ms chos ED. ShEriff for anoth er term.In 1836 a bounty t7as 

p ut on Red FOXES of L OO each t his raisEd the levy eome:v:-hat but as this 

SEction was b egi nning t o p r oduce SEVeral sheep it l'7R.B dtE:m€d nECEssary to 

t a ke S'..lch steps to safeguard thE pro;Jerty of thE farmErs. 

In I S37 thE 7th of !!arch tbe following men sat as a Grrndjury for 

and in Pocahontas Count y ,Th on:e.s GeIllInon'forema..n) NathaniEl Kinnison;:alliam 

D.lffieo1d, Abraham Jordin, Hugh Mc !e.uga"l lin,John R Flen.lng,Jamcs ~oore,FrEdErick 

Boher ,Samu e l D. McCutch Eon, ~7o ods Poage ,George Edmiston,Henry OJ.ncan, i"1 1111am 

}!oore,John Ruck er,R ruben Buzzard, Jamcs ~y , :;ll1iam Sharp,lsa8o !loore,'t:m Cl-

€Ek, Dlni€l AldErman ,and RobE.rt Mc Cutcheon thEBe mEn WErE swom to considEr 

prEsent ments,and aft er sometime presented an indictment against Boon Ta11-

nan f or failing to take in thE taxible p ropErty a. Commiaeiontt of RevrnuE: 

this case \'lB B kEpt in court for a time but finally "as dism1eeEd.Jfany cases 

wE re carriEd from one term of court to another, moreso than today and they 

of ten "ere continued from court to court and finally droppEd,at thi8 tim. 

• 
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at tb1a time. John Gilland bec_ 

a mt' ShEriff of the county,any rran BUr.tmoncd as a juror . :ho i'eiled to ap-

p car to p Erform hiB duty «Ks Without a good and juat caUSE was f1n~d by 

t h e court . The Sheriff al~aYB Bummon~d the Justlc€s of thE COUL~ty to p€r-

f orm their dutl€s,to act on all l~gal matters ,lay the lEvy,try a pErson 

that had bEen indlcted J s£-lEct constablES ,thE court from time to t i me 

<. 
fixed the price to be paid at OrdinariEs and hous es of private entErtaln-

, ment . It \78.8 at a called meEting of the court of April I.Ig39 that uas 

called to consider the cace of JOSEph Ler:ris (a man of colour)that he tf.lng 

a fr€€ man is asking to be allOWEd to remain l'!ithin the county under an 

act of GenEral Assembly of the Commonwealth. 

At this apE'cial setting the fol l o17ing m€n roE're appointed a8 

BUrVE-yo re of th e following roads of Poca...l).ontas County , John DJif i E:l d the 

road to Ellt, GE.org€ Gay the road from Mo sEs HughE'B to Col. John Hills, Samu-

t l Gay from Gays to Huntfrsville,John J..:c}Jet. l fro:n :':oore !.:cNt.l1ls to :arl-

lns :Eottom, John 1!cEl \7H. f rom HuntErsville to t!lE I~ r.:i le tr£(:. e.bove · .. :m • • 

Bradshar.s , GE:orgf RidEr from the forks of Knappe CrEEk to the 5atb County l~ 

n€,Jamee Ilooddell from Thomas Galiords to ';:m.Arbob"£sts ,ldtt1e John :':'01t111 

fran: steph(!l- hole R\':"'Tl to l!oor€ !!cI;fills , AndrEu L:ather.s f rom Robert;. l.!c CUtcb_ 

fons to '.:r.l .Arboc;e.ets,JosEph Uoo re f rom turnpike road at A. ';: RidErs to the 



• 
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t ~""llbrHr COLL"l ty I1nr,li!nrt G"'lmce from bin" 

- r --oe OCar Ohaa,Grilllea to L(on_ 

DJ'\'l Herrings on Knapps Orc Ck, John Ua.ugh from head of BroVlne Cr(ock to ~ae 

Grimes , LE.\·l Cacl:ley from 26 mile trE't: on BeavE'rl1ck Creek to Huntersv i llE', 

John Gilland from Thomas Bradshaus to top of mounta i n on rlill1ams R1v
e
x

J 

_ 

Ab raha m Hil l from Amos Ki nniaons touard Nicholas County,Jacob Lightner fr - !L~: 

om E~ry Hfrolds to Leonard Herrings lane,John Jardin from 2nd.ford on 

5
e
a\'erlick CrEck to 26 mile tree ,Je.mEs ',';oods to top of 'Valley Mountain at 

nandolph County lineJto Clovfrlick , Solomon Buzzard from Thoma.s G.ali'orda to 

E' anny ArbobS-sts,John 5.'i'icid from top of Rich 1.!ounte.in to GrHnbrH-r County 

line,Jacob !!athf17S from Robert UcCutchE:ons to the It mile trH above ',7m. 

3radshal7S this covered about all the roads of mOltiO!'l of thE county at that 

time~ 

The Court ordered that i7ill1am C.Price,John El11, D:wici S.Ru.ckman & 

7.'m.IdjUston be ap~olnted commissioners to supErintEnd the elE'o;tion of" Rfp_ 

res€ntativEB to the Gen eral AssEr.!bley and to 00ngre£ 9 this to be bE:ld et 

-;:ill,iam ~ Pri ces in Uay .Aft er the formation of the county the- bUSinESS of t )( 

court continued to increas e as tbe CO'lL"1tlf sEat ;;as in the midst of the 1!'lh _ 

<:.b itants,thiB being one: of thE: reasonS. f01' tht for::lation of thE Cour:ty ~ 

L'li'orr.~t!on_ :::;ot:.nty CO'J.rt Ord€r Books if 1.2 & 3 . ...arlinton •.. -;.va. 
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Cot.:.n tr Gov(xnr.ant. Sa zru cl 0 Smith Hillnbo xo. ft' . Va. POCahontas Co . 
-Chapt (x 10 _ 

rUXSl.:.ant to lUl a ct of thE GQl fxal Aoecmb lEy of VirGinia l.n titled an 

a ct .forrune; 8 nCr. oounty out of part of Eath,PEndltton and Randolph Coun-

t l £s on th e 5th, day of Jf.Q: February .zg22:John Jordan , ill 111am .Poage, James 

Ta1l:Zlan, J ohn Baxtf'r and Georg E' Burner WerE commissioned as Justices of the 

. County of Pocabontas,thEs~ gfntlE'mEll met at the hous€' of John Bradshaw on 

Lar ch 5 th,John Baxter administered the oath to the othE'r men , thi s oath Vl'as 

to uphold th~ constitution of the U.S and the Co mmon17ealth and against duE.-

I1ng , tb
e
se:nEll after taking the oat.h took their SEats and ore;anized themSElvEs 

into a court for Pocahontas County . 

Jo~~ Jordan being comm i ssioned by his excel l fncy Thorras Mann Randolph 

Governor of Virginia as the sheriff of Pocahontas County,who gave bond accor_ 

ding to law with Abraham and Isaac .Mc~!E:e l as his suritiE.il 1n thE amount of 

$ )0,000. 00. Josioll BEard "as appO i nted by the court as clErk of t!le county 

lourt with bond of $ 3 . 000.00 r;ith Thomas Beard , GEorge Poage and JamEs Tall_ 

Ian as suritieS , his oath \ys.s the same as the other g fnt lEm(D.Johoston REynoL 

• flSS appoint ed as attorney fo r the oommon17<alth in Pocahontas County.SaIlp_ 

)n ~thE'l7S ':es appOinted b y the court as a fit and propEr pErson to fill 

e off icE of surveyor for Pocahontas CountY . 1!ilburn Hughes tras appoi nted 

P.stablE fo r thE lOWEr district Wh ich is Little LEVEls today,whEre he- for_ 

actEd as constable 17hen the county was Within the boundary of Sath 
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VirGinia , h ie eurlt les wexc ~, 1111am !!cUu l and RODert IlcC llntlc and 

the bond. rona fo r $ 500.00. JamES Cooper wsa appoin t ed,. by tbe court as oon-

stable for tbe district celled the head. of the G-runbrler with '.71111e.m 8 1-

avena and SaDnlel Hogshead bie sur!tles . Cyrus Cary and Johnston Reynolds obta. 

tned a 11c fn SE to practiCE' law in the ir.ferior & superior courts of law "1-

thin the commonwealth. (Court adjourned till tbe :follolfing morning !!arah 6 .) , 
Th e proceedings of the nut day 1'.'88 the following Jonathan Jordan roas 

. i t Qun l1tlE:d as a deputy sheriff to Assist his father .JamES callison was 8?PO n 

t ed surv eyor for Little Levels to keE'p the roads in repalr,ililliam Fdmleton 

fie e appol nt fd surv£yo r for a stretch of road from ";:11liam PoagES to thE 9(0-

pe ond fo rd on Bfav£r-L1ck Cr cEk .John H1l1 appointed aa OVErSEEr fro:::l ee-cond 

ford on seaver-Lick CrEek to the tWfnty milE trH:,hE formErly r.orkEd u-T'lci£r 

E176 Isaac McNEEl who kEpt thE road up before this timE.AlexandEr ";ioddlE appoin-

t~d to Ov£rs€e thr road l €ad1ng from tbe fork: of road on Couthards CrEE.k to 

u! thE toP. of Allegh Eny 1l0untain.John !!cllfel(Littl<) appointed to look alter the 

road from St<phcn Hole Run to the ford of Gr .. nbr~<r River oppOSite 1I111ie.m 

:11c Poagea . RobErt l.:oore to l ook aftEr road from '"7illiam PoaGE's to John Eradahall'a . 

ts llartin Dl11f'y to look aftEr the road from forke of road on O::)Utbarda CrEfk to 

f ( Isaac !laores on Knappe CrE:€k tiith thE: samE mEn hE' had \7orking undt.r hi. btfort 

fh thE' county ')":as forn,ld.Btnja:nin Arbobast for thE rOAd leading froit ltv1 !leart. 

to the cornt:r of TholUle Gftlfords fEncE . i:illia:n Sharp th( road frce Job.n 
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pltlC C to Clovcxl1ok . Q1orcc Burnf r t h t r oa d from John 81n.v c-n c to th(. o ld 

sath county lint us in g the Dame men that had v:orktd und,tr Jacob Yl8.b tr and 

", dalll Arbogast and 8.180 the men that had formerly 'l'lOrkcd wHitr John lUt.y . 

Jostph ""e lf enbarg er the road from the \11dow i'/arwlcke to John 8radshs:\'18 as far 

as t h e h ead of Th omas Cr cEk using tht:: same men that Sampson Matbews had us ed 

on thE ',',' est of Gr eenbrier R1vn ca lled the All eghEny s£ttl£m("Tlt . Rob(>rt Gay 

apPoi nt ed as commi s sioner of rev~nue for Pocahontas County with TIl111am Cack-

lfy and John Baxt er a s his BuritlEs.Eealdes attending to the appointments of 
, 

the lat t er t hEy acted on other busin ess euch as granting Travis V1 perhlns to 

opm a housE' of E;n tfrta.inment unt il the nnt tErm of court 1n MaYthe having 

paid his In t o th e clerk of th e c ourt . 

The fo llowing men wer e r €COrren En dEod as Just1cE-s of the Peace Jacob !.Ath_ 

(wo ,Th omas Hill,John S lav t:.n,Jam~ s Callison, William Edmiston,John Gilland, V'l11-

l am cack ley, Samu el Cummings,John Bradsha w/Jos Eph hloorE,Patrick Bruffq' , Jamts ''':8-

ugh and Jame s Sharp court adjourned to meet April 2/:rg22 . 

By this time thn€ ha.d bun somE: little trouble' within the border of 

th e county 60 a g rllndJ"ury ITa. OhOB~ to it ..... s and htar testimony and if thE fa _ 

cte \1 €r~ proven an indictm'nt 
r.as re-turnf d B.&Rinst Each pErson that had com-

ltttci a crime,the g randjury composed of the follo?;ing mEn eat as e. bOdy Sa!llUE: l 

Jlluch lxt y If or< wan I John Moron <y • John Johnston. Joe t I=h 
Frirl.JamEs Grdlmcs,Jamra 
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:-r!'agcr ,Sn;:J.uf l ',;o.ut,;h ,Hf"'lry !:ifro l d , Jflll:te Lt, ' is , John Grimfe . !.:os cB P.u(hf:'B 

,, 11li&m .2lair,AndrclV Idmiston ,Sam HoCsr.f.o.d. Isaac MCNH:l,W1111am llcUf:E:l,Joh-

n ~oor€ . lanty Lock.ridgE ,John Griffln , Gf"orgt: Ktoy and Abrabam SE.abord,they rt:t 

urnE d trro indictment s one against ravid H Smith for disturbing the p~C€ and -
onE a Eainst Josiah Beard for obstructing publ1c rpads,Smith nae fOl1l1d guilty 

end finEd $ 100.00 and bound over to ke.ep the peacE. 

nichard Hill Georg~ poage ,John Bradsha~.Jame9 Tallman And John slavEn r.~ 

r€ apPointed 8.S overseers of the poor fo;, :?ocahontas County.A deed \"il!,S rfC.,. 

ordEa from Thomas , Cochran and wife to JamES Rankin this deed ""as ecknowledged 

at this time by thE- court. This terrE-tory naB in the 8th,Judicial Clrc1i.it at 

that time . On !lay Sth,thE fix"st schoo l commissionCrE li€re a:t'polnt6ci they ':":£r€ 

th~ fol l o'!.'ing Thonas Hill,Sall!llEl C-ay ,Pat rick Bruffey,JamEs Ta.l1rran and John 

Gilland. 

This court fixed the pric E of an(OrdlnalJ) ~hich t'.-as a dining plae E 

17he-re thE priCES wEre fiXEd DiEt 25 eta,lod.&ing g cts,grain per gallon 12~ eta 

12 hours at hay 12! cts,l'ihiske.y per gill Gkets,Brandy per gill6¢- eta,JamcR 

spirits pEr g1ll 12~" ets,French Bl'andy 12t ete and rrum per gill 10 cents theaE 

pr i CES f,'ere fixed by th~ court at the May term I.S22 . 

L'liorJ"a.tic.n_County Court Order :aook " I . Court House ,,- 11' - V -rr • .A.Qr nllon.it. a . 

c.r,' Pl'icE..l!a.r11nton.:7.Va . 

',: .G ~~cY. Cf'Vtl' . BuokEYE . t:.Va . 
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Thf county 

: 
- Va pocahontss ~o . Bt'.mu El G Smith Hillsbo r o • • " • 

~ 95 0• 47 and I:""..lch of thiD roas to P Y 1n'y of W 22 r.as ., 

bounty on ,.-e lf scalps at 4.00 each as thE' lahar 178S only 50cts a day 

at that timE was 437 Each of th ea:. at that t:!.me,the totai ta..\.ab1e- population 

payed 2.I7 and the IfVY ~as f the l'far of IS23 'Flas $1. 453. 12 mn . ThE levy or 

t th·at timE' was JamE's PJeesants.The county Court th e GOVErno r of Virginia a 

met onCE Each month the yfS.l' through,and much of their >lark nas hElping to 

Enforct' the laws.the constablEs oftEn had to take etock and hold it for a ' 

dEbt and for sEcurity thEy WErE allo'l'! Ed 6f c~tB per day fo r a hOl'se,3ct e 

for a cow and I ct,. fach fer a hog and a sijEEp,thls rate l78.B for 24 hours. 

!!any of the Endictm€!lta in thf youth of the count}' 17B.S for assault ani 

battery and disturbing the peace with a fa, cases of larceny . Delinquinc1E:8 

for the year of 1823 wa s $ 17.07 this was a very small amount but at that day 

and time it l7as considerfd le.rge,but money nas v ery hard to get an d about al l 

the monEy a family got hold of during the y€ar "tEnt to pay the taxes . At this 

time Tl1l1iam Poe.gf- was apPointed Sheriff with r: ill1am Arbogast and Jonathan 

JOl'oan as h is deputies . 

About tbis time: many 60 ca lled Ordinar,s wt:re OPEnf'd up,and in fact 

you found one in E:ach populated area. throughout the county,the court g ranted 

a lic€Ds~ to each one who OPQ'lEd up en Ordinary,th£y WEre the sal!le a9 our Tou_ 

riste HODles of today . Deeds "ere passEd by the oourt bEfore they ltEre recordEd 
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t fgro e~~(B.ae ~ ~~ :;an)' of thESE' pfrtslnfd 0 n ,- th<ir - - s!er '.lsually bavE 

Either in the nay of land or somE facb s lave that lias worthy something 

personal 
d to be paBs ed on by the County Court propertr and thesE all he. 

bEfore th ey WEre rEcordt"d .A plat of the prison ground T7a e prEsE:nted to the 

court by Sa.llpeon MathEws in II rg2 4 Oct ~ .fHnry 1l' lloffett wae named assistant 

c lerk to JOsiah Beard . The levy for IS25 l'7as ~XXX C 1. 846 . 77 this monE',,! 

t."e. s collEctEd by the Sherif:! as of today and \'tent to pay current bill s of 

fXp ene£,tb e tax at that time ':'.'as ass €'ssed equal as 348 p eop l e pai d C 3.35 

Each .TherE' '1 erE' many Justices of the Peace at that timE and thEy did much of 

t h E' .. ork t hat tOday 1(: done by oar Oircuit Court. Delinqu i ncie-s fo r 1825 

","S $ 8} , 77·Th< court of rS25 nre tbe fOUo17ing gentl""n James TaUman , 

John Bradshaw,John Slav<n , Jam<s ;','augh and LEVi 1l00re. Tb. J.P ha nd le d alltbe 

pap . rs of authorization of men to SErve as h'ads of c<rtai n Compan1<s, Eat ta l_ 

1ans and RE'&iDlfnts of note 1n the cOmmon wEelth . 

CNe-rSfErs of the poor of 1825 '!?Ere thE follOWing g£nt l E!%!E'n lEVi 

!Joor.,John Slaven , George Poa.',Jam,s Ta11man , & ;/111ia", PoagE Jr , tbE. ' "'En 

H r< "U SWorn and took the oath &iven by a JUstice Of Th, peace.FH. fo r 

ff£d1n g prison"s at that timE 1":S8 40 cts,per daY . Ja"". Tslllmn mos chos,,, 

Sh Erif f unt1l t h e first quartErly court of I827 con\'€n£d snd hi . bond r.as 

o }O,OOO.OO with " 1111am Arbogast as hi s d'putY . Al ong a bout th1 . tim. t ber. 

in admin i steri ng jUst iCE to thE pub-
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ADd 
of court of Id26 was ett Ended by aff aUs in B' tnEral. Th e !liLy t!'X'D 

the f ollowing mEmbers Robert Gay,John Gille. ln, Wl1linm B1a lr,John Bre.dehaw 

and James 7lau gh I by this time right much land Tlas bei ng eo ld and titles tr-

rt and the clerks.The county LEVY was an eff-r r f d,thls was aiLl done by the COll 

lay Ed by 1 t t ea of allover the county . th € County Cour t assiSt Ed by th e Ue.g s ra 

Sfptfmb€r 5.rg26 JamEs Kerr a ministEr of the gospel of the Pre_ 

s byterian church and an ordaln€d minister was g ranted thE: rights of ' holy lTat_ 

+ ri mony.From timE to titlE a commi ss i on r.B.S appo inted to i? uthorlz€.r€co!DI:Iend 

thE: rEpair and alt er roadS t!lroughout the county and various men sErved on 

thes e commiss ions but a ll17ere influential citizens.ThE: ma&istratEs of the 

county rEcommended a man for Sheriff of the county wh o l':as then recommended 

and confirmed by the court .The salary of a ll county men 'I7as v~ry small and 

t h e- men t hat \"Torked on the roads g enErally receiv ed the small Bum of 25 cts,per 

da.Y· !3ome of the mOst COlrJDon offEnses at thp.,t time 'I7 €r e assault and battE"Ty,ob _ 

structin& public roads and one particular case at th is time nas one against 

Mary Ernin for stealing and carry i ng a17ay II shoats at a value of $ 9 . 00 thE.y 

l,: Ere- t he prope-rty of John Sharp( This s hows the- value of shoats then and now 

as G1ehoats at the prEsent time would be "orth $ 55 . 00 
or more. 

John TylEr vas Gove-rnor of the cOlLlnon...-:€alth at :K1!U that time . This 

sE-ction f urnlshe-d monEy to h< l p t 
cons ruct a road from Staunton to the mouth of 
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J(c nnl7ah cO:lplylng r:1th an act of thE. L(.glslaturE of Va . Fach t1'.e.n 

oVE'rsCE'ing a rond r.as knO\m as n surveyor and his men that \1o r l: ed undEr 

=i~ r, £re knor.n os t1thabl es . 

GeorgE ~yes !!as the first prosecuting attorn€t of pocahontas 
copy 

County . All the old soldiE'rs with commissions wEre commissionEd by our co-

urts to the Govf:.rno r of Ol d Virgini a pho confErrEd TIbat fVEr title they 

were SFcklng . All wills wer e probat£d by the c ourt as of today and th is 

was one of the rEasons for forming a nE.W county in rS21 90 that y;of coul d 

have our county Government 1n the midst of tbE- pEople it TIe.s to sErvE . 

The nE)..-t GovErnor of Virginia flas iiilliam B Giles end he TIor-

ked very close with our court . One casE of part icular mention TIe.s tha.t of 

Ben(the man of color) r€ferrEd to in the 17i ll of Jacob i.'arnick this I!'.eD 

of color FoeS a ueg t o slaVE- and aftEr his masters du:th he took the name 

of Benjamin r!a rn i ck in honor of his master Jacob r;arTiick ,Ern had bEf1l a 

faithfu l slave and upon nvwr occasions had defended his mast er in an att _ 

ack made by the Indlans TIi t b tomahe.171c and knlfe . After the dfath of his 

rrast~r it uns a qUEstion for the court to dECidE r.h£thE r Sen co~ld stay 

'I1lthln the borders of the county a frEE man or t:.lst he bE stnt beck -:0 Va . 

":a l"\7l ck had r.:adE certain '0. rovisions ior ~_ ~~u in hiB roll1 so a co~ltt£ ~nB 

ap oint(d by t h e co t t ur a inv£stignte: and report beck and thEir flnd1n£;B 
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that Bt!l b ( alloWfd to 1'(81d(; \71thin thE border of the COU:1ty a frH 

z::n.n th is \":8. 6 passEd on by a 1T.an1¥ thl:: namE. of "f..ugh a."lQ Patrick EruffEY · 

Forming fStab lish ing and maintaining a nEy! clhunty with a 8::-.e.11 pop-

ulat ion \'"as right Itn.1c!l of a strugt;le for the f€.\7 public spirited local men 

COpy 0: 

a s lI'.any of the first settlE'r8 of \7hat ie nOTI pocehontas werE just buntErs 

and trappErs helping out digging GinsEng end fishing,they 17~re vEry little 

i n tE:rE.sted in the county gOVErnment and public affairs in genera l as they 

r:antEd to 'be frEE- men ITith little or no la\7,thF.se r.ere typical l':lOunta1n p£-

oplE of which ne have a few at thE' prEsent timE populating our mountainouB 

sEct ions,stl11 content ed to meke a living out of the lloods by bunting and 

digging Ginseng , the change that took place in this era failed tc changE' this 

people the typical llountainHr of 'I7hich many ar€: to be found in the hills 

of o l d Pocahontas in the '"iest Virginia Hills \1hErE the tiny brook rippl(s 

doun thE' r.:ountain side and wincie its ',ay to larg er .. at£rB that finally rlecb 

th e ocEan miles and miles a'lay . 

Information-Court Records Jtarlinton . ·,': .Va. 

R. Bro\-m. Arbovale. ~': . \7a . 
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. -' , • .:'r: .. tll . 01.: llr ?'CI • ~ r:r ');').tl' 5: .,,1;' . " • _ , !. IF' F' t .... t 

,. O ~.--:f'.1 rcli~ io\lsl}" .. c.:'!j ?olfti c<, llr ,of -n t h "'t<:1 t y - e IC t h e Sc.P E (6 ~-: 8 

ctic((! l",,}' th<: -:cry ar l :' con t ::o l l1 nc- bOdies 0_ Poo:-ho !1 t ,_G County oS t er 

"" :.iE :?!:t ition b ~t ( of J.') ri .!.I.:i t l. I 77ot-nu :' 9 r':c?l.'j,(:i i n t:1E .~nnrh; 
, , 

0.. t:'l ( Couilty 01' ru . ::~th COu...."l ty,~s formed :C<E.C. 15- ~il "I.7 90. The ?e-'; -

i t:'C"n ~ · iiS Bl !:ade ab O'..l.t 22 )' ~rs b l:f"ore the formation of Eath , SOr:le. other 

? €'t :. ti ons 17 Cl'E- !?Jade but ( re not a.t hand • 

To . ' ..... J E 

pl". s t p::::=;:t h ev c 

~1 Ce son 

"f :' 0 :1) QU i' ::OU -. ts o_~ i t· - , 
- l llS 2 CE ! I'0 ~1l ..:. 0 2ty ~o : i ity 21'1': ot.hE:::'~ nCC'r S(V-

atY!iilrs ::"ro", ou r l1€Cl-fS"t COill.- t !lOuse 'v €.si l E~ t:1t!:E 0:1 ou~- .L)lr ~

tion in t h ( up? e:..' fTld of Gl'"EE:n. iJri ( T e' t t b i rty rn d. ::orty r.:ilrE! f .. r~_ 

h €I' b",c~: not to ·'} e.1tio!1 T 11 Y[ Ers V [> €y i·h ich:.... ;y (- ,: :..~. ~.-. ~1.. ~. • 
~o ito :-ou l ..: '1( -:: ctt <, _'-o r' "I 

" - ,, : € r.lo!':t 0:': tit: sr.: __ 

, , 

don to us than to att end ou r t f :pres En Coul'te or CO:JCl():J. jus-
~ . _. 

t 1c€a, at EO x c"'t . 
t.. c::, E' .::!atancE ane sp Ec::'2.1 1y in th(zf- t J..t rrn, . ..,t "":,..1 ... ", .. _,, - ... "'_ '-C> 

humbly p.:!.'ey €. ~il E", t our .; :!.' cc.: ,;,~' ~ .... ·.l "'v· ..... .. --- ... _- .. .. c .. ..... 
·(; .. 1)5 : . .t;..y .:; ( :"'f .. orf,i!Jv 

co· ... :.n.:-y 0: o..:.!" o-.:'l. t...~ La 

Arbo17ale IV w 
. • "a. 

---



(.O'ltfrn·,,~t . SFJ.1UEI G S ':'!ith. ? il1sooro . i .. " a F'ocenO:1.taa Co 

yr p et j a i on ~t:inhE' 1±i1tE: :i.·a o!' Cc;,~ [IF< ctur e e.rE lc.. tely Th r _ 

Rockb
r 1

ct. E Cou."l ty much a. .... a 1nst o ux min dfl Rnd in c lination e as its 

.'?!or c i ncon ven i 'cnt then stanton and j-orse rOa d. thErefore tb€ '\'nol 

us )':r pEt isionera Humbly preys tha t our Cou."l :t;y if (; l'c:...,"ltld:l n:ny be str_ 

off f r o n, aUf,:ust& end Ro ckbridf.,€ COuntiES by the diVidinc ·"c>.t€E3 on 

top of th E' !Jo .r!h UOll."lta in The 1017 (1' End t 0 oE:<"..;in on 1ht: t op of ad. 

s 4 a rc 'i'."ith thE mouth of the Cm:p eturf: RivEr :'rom thc..."lCE.'to th( 

lor; fl' En d of " illlm llanns p lntati on at the mouth of thE fa .. 11nL spri_ 

on J e-raes Ri7fT then to continue on a Bouth linE:: to the \7a ters of-:he 

fn lryf'r f ro.,th£ bcg inninc . the upper Ind Lik e-fise to "obin on the Top 

No 11h I~o Wl te.in opposite to thE uppEr i nhblters of t he- Cali' ?astur€ 

d f ro m thO'l c € to thE hd "raters of the co;-; and ~ull pasturEs then on 

South Lin f th C ";a t (.rs 
of theC-rEEn hyn fror.1. tiH oCE.inninc; _ and~ 

our boun ds is very lit ensif illld inhabi t Rce p lenty in n umber end Scf1-

e'.It ~J.rcomstance to mk E gOod all nECessary public buldin,s:s rCq,ired by 

Earn Est ly p r a y tha t your goodness my; takE our casE into yr consid-

tion and f,- r a nt ~OuP-Jetlsi.on al 0'171 ng our Court HOU~E to b f- buit 

in th f' COl,;pastUIE-l'Ih Ere 
it may bE SF'11.tl'~b l € and a grEEd upon by thE' 

1' :JO! lty of us yl' pftis i oners &c ,'.'e rest 
in susp 01 c € in hop £'6 of Suc~ 

s in ou r rflo!U€st. 

And '\if as in ~uty bound sha ll pl'ay . 



Baln u(I, G Smith , 

Tb[ bove F £titlon of 127 na mra purpot(s to bE thE fir s t petition 

tbllt \'H sc:nt t o the Virginia J..oconbly aS kin£., ".£or th E forrca.tion of -&.th 

county~ of uhlch Pocahontas County \'las later a part this pEtition b~

rs oate of A!>.rl l 13 t h InS nnd is found in the J.nnala of Eat-". county 

Va . on pge 106 

Sli&htly more thun e. year later ther e \"/H.B a sEcond PEtition. A th i rd 

p etition tlas presentE"d in the very 8i:1.me 7W"-1ar 1779 . asking that thE- proposEd 

county incl.llir port ions of Boe:etotut and Rockbridge lying in the co ... pe.stux e 

and Jackson River Velleys. It w~s present Cd that in order to att end lhlrt 

some of the p etitioners hed to travel hun1rt.dB of miha end cross hl6h 

moun t e.ins nd n:.pld str~ms 

Nothr. it net2...'1ding thE. enf.rgy sbot;n in these Efforts . t he time ... as 

t .:l2.rorable to immEdiate action. The people of Virginia had to strussle "\'Jith 

h taxation Bld dE'pll!€ciat€d money . The "R evolution had. not~t bnn fo~ht 

to a finish. and much attEntion \'lSB nEcEssa1rly o(stor;ed upon the 91'1-

tish,thE ToliEs and the ::ndi ans . 

InT/S O and 17SI, the Brit i sh armie.s 17E.rE ra.ve:.r;ine; thE country 

..... ast of thE. 3 1uEridgE. so Ii';' neEd not bE surpl'istd th~t furthE.r (ffort 

roe.s IItidE:wnt il c.:tf rihE:. re:tu r n of p~SE. In I7,-; thtre "has ... prtition 

siLnEd by 5i:'i:' men,John h: cCrHry , .;1.:..xandE-r 31.::ck ,John iinC&.1d, John LCr. -

ie, of .. arlD Spring6.Va. . bHne; thE" most rotive mEtl in the IJX)VDunt .. In :ct. 

17'.[. there ""C S another pEtition . the pE"titionrrsaay1ng that trouble ~ith 

tht Ind1~ns had preventEd them from addrEssing the Assembly at an tal'l1fr 

datI'" . Tht 6 f ttlE.'!"S ",(stet ti.€ 
;.ll'<.hrn 'Y (;;h1cb Is 



COVtrnlRC'nt co.nmu cl, Q 9 1 
III th . I-lllaooro, " . Va. rocvhon tas 

RIl!f It!/ord( John Monti,...Olll(ry 

Joseph Gr Hn RobErt CCCr Hry 

Uathis Bmaton Wm Mh €a 

7.'m Jam es~m John ii'C::E:mster 

John ·,':11son. J1' J ames P eeble 

John Hicklin ','al1iam E laoc 

Ala: Bla ck ~·.'m G iv~ 

John lI.ontgomery 7.'m Or € ffi 

James St e..art -J ohn Montgomery 
Joiln 1'iont bo!Ilny Rebut Carli 1 

J ohn Kincaid JaliiEs Hugart 

John !cD\;erding Thos . j»ug l as 

Jo1m !.:cCr t cry Htn ry B lard 

John ~a ... dOn l y rav6i.fi : rame. 

Thor.'a a F Hrnst Er J osCph GrHn J1' 

John Kinb1ng JaB Grocket 

A lex C;;:'oclt et J as J)lImo di e 

17m l).mno eli E 

J~B Hicklin 

',71l l tam St ffiB.rt 

JamEs Carli 1 

Joseph 3cathE. 

Thos . Hicidin 

,i111iam Ja ck son 

John Car lil 
. 

Ed"';ard St 5ia!tt 

Petrick i.l illc::r 
,; i lliam ltcCan l ess Gl:orge 3€'l1.st on 

Jno nmlap .. Joseph Ilayes Jr . 

",';llliam Sm! th Robert loUf;hridgE Jos eph UaYE-S Jr John Bf;V€rage 

tiilliam Iough ri lge GEorge Francisco Roo €rt McUu llin John Loughri 

ehes Cam Eran J i7111iam Ki lpat rick, Andey loughrldg e, Robt peeble, 

Andr UcCoslin, Joseph carpEnter, Robt McCee, Thoa ravis, 

James Botkin, lofty Pullin , George carlisle, JamES Clements, 

loftie Pullin Junr, Christopher Grehu:n ,Jas Clements SEnr,8a.:n Gul1am, 

Ervi n B En eon , John Redman . V,'m. i'i i 180n, ·.:m.JokBUIl I ~ r ean 

Robert DJff el John Smith John ·,{11s0n st eph en ~ :llson 

Tho rtas Cartmi ll John Dick£nson Anthony Johnson Hugh Hicklin 

Robert Mc?arlan d J ames Rucker jr Jacob \1arwlck '3'm.taugb~,. aen 

SallUel !.iCIhnnell Rooerl Hall John BEard 7lm.Illugherty or • 

.. 1111am Gr1Ifith 
Richard Uaz e Jr 0 ~rge ugh 

~ 'U III _rty (l eo rg. D>h erty 



'. ' 'CQ . ~~:t 
10. ,,"h- ~,.., 

.... ',' '_il.I 

CO\' Cl'n t:cnt . Sumu(>l G Sm1 th Hil ~;-1"7----=:~": 
• . . abara . '" . \'u. . ?oCllhont b.B 

~,i lliuUl [Xlh crty :i1 111fl ln _.u::. e Hugh H1 ok lin Chao D:mtilly 

.Andre Slt l1ncton Robert Y...1nktl.dc Thos Fitzpatrick Saml Certmill 

Rooel't ,lJcCrc€Ty J ohn Re"'-- Al- C- ockett b-. 
W'CI-Il ........... A ra.utilIl Eenpstu.l1 

lli bti.'bb ';11 Ison Rtdph ';;1lson Sttmson Y;11son John Ga.la.spy Thos Ge.lti.spy 

Ju.s Gtl.luspy Christ ian Snider Ou. 1eb Knupp John Brown Moses Knapp 

ThEOphllus Blct.ke John B1a.k:e George Blake J ohn peeble John Ctl.rtm111 

Jt:.mes Bltt.ke Joh n Uiller John Mc Cas 11n . 

This petiti on r:t!s copied from the orig i na l and the spell ing and 

\'lo r ding tLre not the bes t but U.m sending it 1n the 'fl ay it r eadS . 

This list of names are the ones signing the petltic.n.Thls rEport ilB.e ,,-ery 

krd to type dUe to be.d spelling etc,therefore it took longer. 

This sect ion is for the Earlier part of my a ssi gnment that I had difficu-

lty gut hering cBta on at that time. 

Po ct!.honttts County has g rown from the time of fornat10n IS21 1'71 th 

l1 'tt l e 01' no vFl. luation LP.B continu £d to br oil LL1'1t l1 at the pres~t time 

tbe pErsona l property of the COU!lty ellOunta to 1~~~ 2,61!S,690 real 

Esta te ~,+AAlJP' 4,34166 0 all property I0174,I50 the ... sessed valuation of 

r(8.1 estate has decrEased in the last few yEars ttle larg£ly to the &ov£X'-

nmQ'lt buying up a great ex part of our cut over DDWltain lend tbat has bf£'!l 

put ln~o a national forEs ........ hu ",10. B decrEasing our real estate &8 lIboWll by the 



:,"h or· "J. 

" \ Y I It.S.n.n fo , , 

1 .... 1 e d ' ,:..l~ to !ntEns J. - err:1ng , 6o 1n COTlc£O.1.s1on p, l thc·: ... .. _ ... ;.J ;;r( "~, ve l eas acrEs 

• "G.ti ( G ed our P E;:sona l prop E.l'ty ..... .-o •• s f 1.'0 _ Y Ql r t o 

'th_s being an i.-• .;iL.striR l courlty tr.rt ia 8 tHn _.I:t _~?n :. .d p r1nc1p-

"'e lEd by f uture thinklne n,en '.tnt il to.;ay "" h e county cnjO)'6 any organ-

nd clubs cs e fi n d 8..'1. a~t1 v c RE.d Oros6 "" hbpter , A:::.erican Lpt;-

iOll 1. cl.&..rk Young a s C(. iex and Pau l Overho l t Ad: aCe:l. t ,mmy AS & 

A. Loct; es \71th th e Uls t ern s t a r, Royal Or dc.t of ThE :":OOO L Odd Fellows, 

I.:odern ",,'oorenal besi des t h e. c c-..mt y enjoys <:. vEry: div e . r 3ureau r.ith 

G.U Sharp P.S its prES1dfnt ,uith t h i3 0 e,cn i zction .. e 1:.[. e t~e Greenbrier 

Cooperat i ve Shipp er s Assoc i a tion and ;'he .. 001 !.::..rf..Et1.D.c; Association .The 

arlll "omC!ls Bur~u pres idEnt i 9 eTa Jo:m 

.urcau Seorct;alJ' is ~rs NEllie Hc:fnerlo.[ ~uck(7E , · .. . \:[ . OUT own Calvin \7 . 

(.: 18 presldf:Tl t of th e ..• 'va •. ild L1.:"' c Tedtro.t1on. 

It oi ng th e l"'.lra l SC!1'Jo1S,QS th t:. ~u:')11s r€ tn:. ::fd 1n to e&'oatlona 1 c 

h ,:out,;,h Ot: t t !1 € co' m ty • J '" e ty is .<. e 1;y tlIree aoore&ted High 

c.hoola o:te at :s.illsbl)~o,=n e at 

In! .. £Olcn_ C unty f:'Cor J.s .1 ="~nt :l . ~ •• Va. 

th CWnty Va. cor ,,-... _ 



• 

- // 
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• 
I 

"'t· l/J.ill:l.. . ____ . ___ . _. __ 

'l'yr1l1t -----_.-_ .... -- - ---~--
Samuel G. Sm1 th. 1')"",d J./Jr.L4?,... _____ _ 

• "'Olll"ce coun.t¥-OoUJ:.t -RCllOX ds • Ihtc Filod _ __________ _ 

Mar linton.7{. V 8, -

'I.Va.Blue Books of 19C4--1935-1939 · 1nc l. 
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Go\!<To ment . 8ultue l O . SlIl1th . Hl11oborO oM;.Vu.poo!lhontae Cou,."ty . t I 

lar"' C8t county 1n the st a.te with 4-
?OoahontnD Coun ty the third 0 

E ...... a v .HUnt eravl11 e . Gr c cnbank tlDd Little Leve1e 
!l('glst eria l dietl'iota MlO. ...... ~ 

with 
)0 voting precincts 10 an area of 942 . 61 B4uare miles and Q. POP',lla-

ticn of 14,555 1n !930 the ceneue of 1940 ShO\7ed pocahontas county bad 

aotua lly leas population tha.n 1n 1930 d).le J.e.rgely to a shift of tb e pop-

ulat lon to /lore indUstrial counties where coa l 1s being mined ,extensively 

so our loss is the gain 1n other indUstrial counties thrO'.lghout the 

state.The vot ing precincts throughout the COll.T'J.ty are as follcwB, fo.r 

LIj, tt I e Lev ela D!. st ri c t Uillpoint ,Hillsboro. S ea, ert. Beard. lob elia 

and Droop Mountain.For Edray DisU-let East And West Marllnton,Buckeye, 

Edray ,A Iderney , Clover lick , Linwoo d, Uace, slatyfork and '.'JoodXow ,while for 

Huntersville ])1strict we have East Buckeye,Froet,Huntereville and Uinn-

ehaha Springs.For Grel?l1bank Dlstrict Dmmor e,Greenbank , Boyer , Hosterman , 

Dlrbin , Cass, Thornvloo d, Spruc e ,Bartotl', • 

'fhe 'najor political parties of the county are the Repub lican and 

.Deu;ocratic partiES at this time but about 1900 and for a f67 years thcr-

catter tl'e had the Prohibition party,the Ooc1a 11Bt and Populists and 

in 1912 we had what waB known as the Bul l Uooae TickEt but 1 twas uncuc_ 

ceseful. and eince tho.t ti!l!e \'Ie have had only the tTlO pe rt1€e . Pocahontas 

ie claseed a s a Democratic county \7i th a r 1st CTEd oemocrat10 ""jor1 ty 
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II 00. 

In 19C4 there l'Iere 2 , 347 votes ca.st in pocahontas County by all 

pt'.rtif:S 1%1,167 .. Repub 1i-an I,I30 l)enncrtl.ts Wld 50 all others . In 1934 

the tota l registration for the county flaB 7,665 of this number 4,Ig9 

,':er e oeaocrats ,3,)Sg were Republicans and as all others1the total vote 

cas t in th e g e:n eral election of 19 '+ nae J , r; a...,....., 3'· r- 300 ith ~ocr .. tic vote 

of 2,5S9 e.nd a Repub l1can vote of 2 , 678 all others 33 or a 69 . 15 p<.r-

cent of all ~'€gistered voters in both pa rties , the DEmooratic percent 

\"las 6I.SO,,;,h ile that of t hE Republicans \,;as 79 . C4.1n 1938 the vote cast 

in the oounty by both JMjo~' partiEs "as ne.e ;,29e: this ITe.S 67 .59 percent 

of th e regist ered vat era of both pa rti e6 th e Democratic party ,rot f;d 

60. 66 % while the Republicans voted only 39 . 341i>.Those voting l)E:mocratl0 

were ;,214 and those voting Republican ",ere 2, C84.Eoth th e Deoocretic 

an'd the Repub li oan Parties al'e very aot ive t7ithin the county and a ltho_ 

ugh this is trad1tionnlly a DCrrocratic Coun ty many officEs at'e fillEd 

from time to timE: by Republicans,as Pocahontas County has long sinoe been 

knm':n O,S the cO'J.nty \7here the voters vote for tbe rra.n and Dot the ticket, 

and as a g enera l rule ", .. e here in Pocanontaa Cru.nty haVE: good, able £.nd 

Courue eOUB oounty s exvnn ts . 

All 4.i.llllified votErs are rq;istered by a R 
istrar appointEd by 
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(' County Cow:t but r eoommended b y the D~..ocrat1c and Repub l ica.n e>xcc_ 

ut i v£ comm1t tee of the county.these Registrars list the votere that 

are 21 years o ld and older-.after this has been done they have certain 

. 
reys to s it to I,"egister any they might have m1ssed and to correct their 

books b efore they are turned 1n to the county clerk and on the day of the 

el ect i on thes e booke are taken to the Polls to see that no one votes t hat 

is not I16ister ed,all citizens of the county are ent1t led to vote but aL 

iens and people of unsOund minda.After an election the County Court sita 

to canvass the returnsand signr: cert1ficates of election.In 1940 the vo_ 

t ere voted for a per:nenent regist ration thereby doing afTay with the job 

of r e-registering the voters Each el ection year sO..,:t1eree.fter \7e will he.v e 

a permment r eg i strat i on,any moving,or the ones COI:11ng voting age will 

have to go to th e county Clerk and be reg i st ered or have him make nec_ 

Essary chang es . 

George Sharp of Frost is COUli.lty chairman of; .the Republican party 

" 
an d F r ed C.Allen of Ue. rl1nton is chairman of the Democrat perty,and 1t 

is to the lea dersh ip of these In~ .~._, to see h 
.... u .t..:.l..~ tat th..::i r party functions 

p r operly. 

• ·".~en the depression camE in I93 C Pocabontas County had """Y i d le 

men and reliot' was started t o assist ncow people and so tOday we h aVE 



tr CO\·crnmCnt ' S.G . S ,Pocahontu B County pace 4-_ 

crpartlT' fnt of Public Aesi etf'..nc e w1 th a case ~ad of the following 

\,s.rying- sOllleqhat fro n: time to U me,thoae rece1ving o l d age assistanc e 

ISS t-lind 6,deptnci1nt ch1 l dr€:l1 74. [;EnE.'ra l relief' 49 or a total of 3D! 

or e. tota l s pent on the needy in Pocahontas County for one year of 

$ 35 ·5CB . OO \7ith adminlstl'ative cos t of $ 12 .5 67.IS. 

Pocahontas County is a county ;:i th l ittle work only farm \7ork 

t herefore many of her Populati on have no work sav e for relief \'Iork by 

t he fi .P.A bUilding roads of \"I'hich consist of the follonin g prirrary 

RoadS designat ed miles ! 29 .6S6.m11es i mprovedIl 9 .S36 most ly b y the State 

Roa d CO lMli ssion our s econdary roads on nh1ch the 'r.'.P .A \'7ork moJ;->;; ly des-

i t;nat ed mi l es 464.000 miles i mprovcd 196 .56 0,by the use of rJ .P.A in po_ 

cahontas County we now have !1BIly mi les of f arm to narket roads that use 

to be impa ssib l e: atlea.st s i x m:;mths out of each y€ar,for thesE roadS 

the rural citizens of the county sbe the.ntiul,besl des r oad \7ork the '.7 . P . A 

. Nill 
ely sS7ing p r oj ects,hot lunches for undernou rished school ch11d,ren,furn_ 

ished public libraries, r eas E:arch workers gathering lniornatlon on the 

pr ogress and hap61 i ngs vlithin the county so al l in a ll the ·11 .'P.A and the 

Pocahontas County .Depar tmEnt Of Public Assistance of pocahontas County 

has me:ant a lot to t.l)e liWly peop ~e found 17itbin her bo rders.And the OOU-
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rot)' "O"'ramEny fo r th eir OOO!)E ration in aponsoring "any of theee ?ro_ 

j f"Cts . 

POCahon tas County has a good la,,, onforcement body as we have the 

Sheriff an d his three deputies besides two state Po ll ce,beeid€:8 the 

. 
n:any JustiOE:e: an d Constables throughout the oounty not countl.'TIg the 

to'ml po li ce of OUr larg er to~':ns t':'ith in the county.The Sheriff off i ce 

funct ions out of the county seat also the State Pollce,all these offi_ 

cers have cars 'and on short notice can be in any section of tbe county 

i n a very short time. 

(More About elections) As we use the Australian Ballot and believe 

in honest elections that the palla open at sun up or six oclock and rem_ 

ain open until sU1ldorrn or approxlnate l y six oclock i n the ever..ing. 

The election officials consist of t h e following cOm.'l'Iissioners ' that see 

that is held aCcording to law and is assisted by po ll c l erks 'who do a ll 

the \7ri tlng and tally al l votes and r;h en sun. down comes one of the Comm.. 

goes outSide the bUi lding Blld exclaims in a loUd voice that the polls are 

closed/they are opened in a lIke Iranr..Er in the morn i ng . 

POCahontas COWlty has a very act1v& }I'arm .au.rEau J~'lit.lt between JOO 

and 350 active ..,.' ..... bers,the 
"" "Ill most of nhiCh ship th ei r lives took oooperatlT_ 

ely also sell their flool throUgh 

the wool pool which e.lr.ays grades very 
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t)' Oov ernmertt 'S . G, S_POCnhontaa County.?n C" £ '* 6 • • ~,\.lll -.:. . 
h pocahontas County pc.rtioipatee in the Soil CO::lserVatlon ?rou rem. ~j6' I 1:.0 

th e fa r mer g etting a.id for performing certain good farming practices , 

neme 1y the seeding of BOil conserving crope . eeeding lre;umes,applY!lmg 

11:D e and superphOsphate, this ,program carne into existence about I933 or 

.3 4 to h elp the farmers of the county state and nation to bui ld up their 

:fallS to prOduce more on lese farm aeerage, this sad along with th e tax 

limitation amendmen t haa mean t mOre to the farmers of ii.Va . and Focahon_ 

tas County than any 1€gls1at10~ passed in recent years by our law making 

bOdies both state and natlonal,as the farmer had been stagger ing under 

a tax burden for years 90 in 193 2 TbO!lE.8 O. TO\'ffiB E:nd had this amendmEnt 

voted on and it carried by a large najority.The firs t County Ag ent of 

Pocahontas County was Bert Johnson who lfaa hi r ed about 1916 or I7 a s a 

nUll'!bex.z: of farmers had gotten up a petition v.rhich .;as put before t h e 

County Court a sUng that the court hir~ a County Ag~t ,and after 4le 

consideration Johnson T1as h i red to serve the farmers of Pocah ontas Ccun_ 

ty and 17e have oontinued thi~ praotioe these ""-ny y ear. with lDleb prog_ 

ress and aid to the rura l Population of the county . 

Information . county Court Record.e . llar l1 nton . r; . Va. 

r;:Va .alu£ aook. 11 I 9ll4-1935-and 39 i nolusiv e . 
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._-11 , , "Tt! . ?ocrnO:1""E O'.l.."'l .. ) · GOV1R.::,.l:.::r . Srlll "J~1 O • .:.; .. 1th.El p, '::Ire. . 

:;n 1597 Qoch ol etr l ct r~ 01n~fQ r t , _ __ J _ .. Co' £,",,\-("o-n for -";.Tf"c;.:'et:L. 

LF 

Hill , 111it' lli Gum , :" r me 
T_ "1 J~ "' ES - , h C. sutton,'·' , D l!c L . Arbo(,:ast , Joseph ! O.LH.t:.,: r. _:1, " .... 

.c ~t;,.. - , . . _, _ ~ " h' 1n J '-. OliVET' H' l 11i., m Collina , LEslie Ecrrd,UPrion RE.y,-;:' . A Li[,'!l tn l !' 

G (OTt..€' B Cl::I.rd, Car.:€ron L. C1ar~ , I:icha l l l...CO.h rE, !'l' oft !leCoy , J . E Gl"!.r.:cs,!'i . S Ro-

ocrs ,J:cl.:: i;cC luxE- , ',' . 2 i-:ill,John D. PL.yn e, ,, . X Clpx!:.,:i>.tt :OOd.=,Ster:'r.. _or:..'ls:m 

Uillcy , Fllis ':';oore,C.D Fuzzard,Lloyu ReEd,L,J rile-s, illi&mH 'If(=-,'''~C:J>(,, 

(idrEj' .tJ1 e t:rict) Fa:. ( ~e.y , John E. r·<>r10','. , ,', __ ,'_' •. L , ,- 1 ·
C 

__ ',nr , - '.cr _ W 
... '"'" - ... ....... -'!.. . ... L . -:f . ... , .u. 

F(nnE-ll,!.:. '·' Gordon,H . s Guliord, J r ""co1" - J A" c • ~ 
• ....... ~'"' ' _ IJ XI,. .;;.!~I'~. 'JOQj{ 11, 

!.:o.ct ci the roo; -o"k .. + +'h, 1" t1 < "1 ' l' _ t ~ \ - < w ~, •• :"- '\~f',S done. en :"E .. 1' :1 _f':: _::8 ~o !;~ .. :_ 

oi tt. ( Y~r. 

... .., ... " .. : t..s .... _ r. ( 

Ron c t\· (rl ( ." . ,,-. w. 

i_ .. F("~!.ll..;: 
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, . I '- " . .\ 10 'I' I , t. ' 1 , (.1' f. 11 c"H 11 fH d. -,~, th ( 'ounty 00'.1 rt in 

1'1 ~~7 \ crC [.D.'o . !J. :: ).~o-::<:)ortint., l::11.'thn t.n Q d ~.7'tl le ., 

r. eel,:). P Pr.tt crson , . T Pr1 cL,F . T ·~c0l1nt1vIJ.M OUnn1nc;h£.m ,J.P Q{.mcron, J , '.j 

The l(""~' u.) to liJ..C rnd includinL this time IS9S l.vcr(l& €d eom (t}-.1nb' -

:1. 000 . 001 ith thE: I'.tc ru~nini. :.t ra m bO tc. 50 c(.-nt~ C'J.t ai"tcI 1900 ,";hen 

tlle :-al1road ".s.d.e ite c~peal'rnC E ~ ~, U~ ·,'nf I'lrEQ1iai u the lcvy ',',Fe hithEr :''.I t 

~hc :nltE ;.rs v(-ry lot:' i n f,ot :'n Ij06 it '7p.e on 1~' 5 eta on th £;1#100 . 00 va l u -

.!lc lrrL.~ly to ~b ( nih-oed c.n d ~::(. ','r.o l"stJ.lc. :,.r.nciecturE of 

O:lr :1e1n l'Eco!;.r~f;; ou t timber . 

~ 
count~r iJurn f:d 1!ood .. hleh "..f,B -=aore th E cowini., of thfc l'ai1road thE 

::o~&h t tor.;. !. 55 a cord, this to be a ll hardoiood and in I £:99 thE: ~ur(l Cr -

H:: TE' l c:,.:.hon E C0:1.Jany ,r.C's ;:.i-VEn a;;.thol'ity t o,;. ou r county '::our":: ,·"nich <.:onpiE't _ 

ti::t:r :;lohs a. lone the hie.:r.~7ay lQd1n{; to this pr""ic·..:.!er oection . The C~'.lnty 

.::ourt of 1902 >:a, s the a(>. ~,,: E as trE f-bovt only .or . John Li b-on rE'!J1acE'd ~'r . 'er_ 

~ !c!:,i"or 196
1
.;. th E court consistee" of thE' follo171ng : . A. G ShIH?, or . liL.on E"na 

:': . J :':-C~;Ecl . T:-J£t of 190£ '7f S "illia,m F. . nu ll, Dr . Li Gon a.'ld " tr . S1">erp ,for 190~ 

!:r.(;j'r. el'( J:.Lii:.on ,';am ('s F . J:arnc.ll end i .. r . ste.T;J . end for 1909 t!1E. S""r.,C as 

:j~- &.:1:; n .S Eic!:;!£.n r~ l.:. Otd rr: . L1Lon on our cour.ty Court . 
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:;0 ~ouot th e d~., oo l or ( d m1n 1 ot~1o}6 r, s, l1c(no 'd p r "ch£r " ss 

Jos~h 

county 

f r m Im-tri:!!onJ' 1n 190 6 '71th th e 1a t E' by our Court to p £r 0 

Ii .1180n 9 8 his sur1ty . A schoo l b ooy. board \, PS Estnb11sh€d 1n the 

1.904 p ith thE follOl :ing men J . B GrimEs , GForg co . .... .,orE , , .r , • P " J """ Hi ll T A 

Eruffey . S .E <1 ~j H- nn.", -,,' .R SUttO::1, frnd -:; .H GrOSE as lrEmbc;rs t~pt eat once Each 

741r .Thf' t Erl!! of s chool throu~hout FOCE".hont8£1 county hA.d bE-en fro:n 4 to 6 

==on t h s but At lLe. rlinton t h E.y dEcided to hax~ an in dip en dEnt 6choo l dist ri c t 

e.G th ey l·;entEde lonGEr t~rm of s choo l in th i s fest f;rov.- i ng sma ll rur e l 

t or'11 , Du t in ol'der to have this t h e citiZEns of thE county bad to vo te on 

it, no dou b t th i s is \7her€ our prEsent 9 month ter m ori i nat Ed. 

After the railroad made its a.pPEarance up the Gr eenb rier in 1900 

many roads had to t Et made leading from our ree. i n highYiays t o the rai l r oa d 

a t Various pOints throutshout the county,th € Seroert road was built I 90I 

this road s€rHd the PSOp l e from Little Levels for m<ny yrers, or unt il 

~ /P '. ~ ~/~t79.'T.~ ,'~ ~~e. the trucking a &e. /k ~97:C/--== , .fi ~2':'~'l M.y" ,. tP... 
z~'r~ [a::1'7,'-4~...aZ:4:..)7i7 )y-El ·· 

Th e Pocahon ,as Dev,lop l:1 'nt CO"?MJ' ,:ito n£1n offic es in Ore:!' ton 

'bout'n t up al l th e lp.n d on "0' l' ch th e to~ f 
• • ~ a j~ rlinton nat; stends and 80_ 

1d th £ lots off Be the tOI:01 gr€T! . No doubt tbe first road Il'ACh1nsry of 

h E;'. v )' nHure lIac bO"&ht by OUr COunty Court in I 90I 

rE. F+ t AdraY. Our Pl' ES€!1t ..irur.r storE \7"s b 

I:> OUE;ht fI'om Herry Echo ls by S . B 
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£o",lc and Our docto rs cloEle e.t hand. The Dlrc ln DnlC Corn;:.enr S . A our? r 

lLl::lde cs propr! etor nnde npp ll cE.tl on to th e court fo r P,.. license. to op-

cn:.te at Dlrbin in 1907 . In 1904 the Price ErothE'rs Andr~w and NO r !la.'1. Ol'ffi-

L"S 0: the PoCahontaB Times receivE:d t) 1.00.00 and Th e U
f
8SEnger r eceived 

.. "273 . 00 for firin-::ing financial statem€nts and ball ots . 

One of POCah ontas COllntys "!) eloved citizen s b £t,an his cc.rtO.€l' in 

1903,this i s none other than our otm Professor G.D McNei l l of Buckeye \,ho 

We B e.dm tt ed to th c; bar of POCahontas County i n 1903 and i n 1904 t"!as e l- ,. 

ccted cos Proeacutine; Attorn€t of t h e county bu t reSi c;n Ed i n 190 6 e.nd jo-

ined the Na..-y , serving for qUite sometime ga i ning llTLlch kn owledG e and exP'ln'_ 

lfnCE and upon returni ng to the county took up t"l!I:r x edl
c
a t lona

l
17ork en d 

t augh t in Our pub lic Sch oo ls throughout the county unt il 1920 nh '" h e " as 

HectEd County Sup
e
rint"'d<l1t 01: schoo l s serving one tEr m Cll d in 19 :5 s ta_ 

rted tEaching in thE l~,"lin tcn High SChool SElVing ,_s prinCi pa l of th i s 

inetitution,thle Position he h e l d until 194r \7h e:n he \-a o 

& Elk1nsr.tne of its instructors a t Elkins . ',:. Va . G. D as 

Em., l oy Ed by D:!v 1 e 

he 1s icnor.n ha e 

done nuch in h e1p i nL build up a good county L0V<rnmcn t FS he <mphash <s 

C1tizc-nsh ip , and t.>tis is the hy to Lood oounty &overnment . J . B Gr 1mcs h,v_ 

in[; b CEn c1cct'd as Countr Sl.:pcrint<ndcnt in 1902 and he and 3 . B ",.1111ams 

S<l"VCd hom thet time unt il 1920.Fo 11017in8 G. D lJC!l"i 11 Came JUs s Anna 
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llD~£" of u ll? o1nt \;ho S(I'VCd in that tm cF-pncity un 'til 1925 \'fhen she ,. 

I,M. rE'?JaC E:'d b y Clarence E.Flynn of Arbovale. Y.J. Va. \':bo served unti l 1936 

~nc. he , B replaced by our present County Superint tndent Eric S. Clutter ti 

of :11 llsbo ro , th e county uni t syst e:n coming in 1932 changing th is off ice 

fro :n El ective ',;0 that of an <1ppo intive one. Our edUcational systEm has do. 

n e nucb toua,xd OUX coun t y govern ment in th e tra ining and schooling our ci 

t izt=ns to become ~;r.yers and county l eaders in eooe tla,y . 

The Boa rd Of Et!.'!.l8.lization en d ReVi€\-, of PocLhonte:.s COll.Ylty for 

19 10 y:erethe l01101':- in~ mEn J.A RCEd, G.;; · .. :ilson and M.L BEard,this board 

TIc..s set u9 a s a tax e dijustm€n t board for the county . Sup erinten dent of n.oaa 

s for this t i me t:'ere the following B.LI. Arbogast for Greenbank District,for 

La.ray District J am es Gibson, ld. t t Ie Lev els Ellis McCarty Ti i th G.A !t:cN'eel as 

his ass i s t a nt,G . M She rp fo r Huntersville District each had men Viorking un-

der th em. 

i:any of Pocahontas Cou.."1tys I p res ent lex"Yera came into prot:d.nen-

ce about this ti me e.s P.T ;-;a.rd rEc eived his commi~~ion es Uott..ry Fu"ol1c in 

I906,&nd i n 19C6 was el ected a J u stice of the Peace in Grembank rtstrlct 

after this he roved to Uarlinton to p r actice law ,since that time hes SfTV-

Ed a s a la.uyer of t he county and along \7ith h is practi~e is secretary of tlE: 

Federal lo.nd Bnnk of Salti~re fo r t h is ,".hen n ... uv county, 8 erving th e fe.r:::H,rs 
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d,!l'1& ~on CY tt ''11th "hich to buy ll. farm or finance the one they a lready 

have. 

In 190B: C.J McCarty nas e l ect ed Counyy Clerk,e.nd he chose as 

hi s depu ty3. J.G Tilton.Sarnlel B. Moore "o7as elected Assesso r .. ith L.S Cg. 

Cochran a n d J."I Oliver a s his deputies. In that same year E.F Curry roes 

elt(:ted County Surv~oI'.The fo l loi7ing met t7ere elected throughout the 

county,for Greenbank District T.M Kiern Justice of the Peace, and S.T 

Ruckman Constable.For Little LEV els District F. T laRu e and C.U Anderson 

as Justices,o.M Ki nnison Constable.Edray District J. B Hannah an d Uriah 

,~rX;.."'-
u.ccoYf\conotab le.Runt ersvi lle B~rd as Justices and C.H 

Di.etri c t Coe Bev_ 

erage Just i c e and Upton Sharp Constable. Those obtaining No tary Comm.. 

iesions H.Lee "\,bite,El mer D Burner,J.B Grimes and A.P Edgar .S.R Hogs ett 

ras appo i nted overseer of the poor.The County Fstinate for 19C! "as 

$ 33· 702 . 

In the election of 1904 Georg€. \l ilmcan ne. s el ected S..:. rv £),o r 

of lands , Justices elected J).E "oEl-ee, G.H ~ , T A Bruff~. J ~ Hill 
It! " ", ... rry , • -JJ , I; , 

·.l . R P.e.nnah ,A.M Oli ver , Constab lee D. M Kinn i son , R.[ Burne .ln 1900 E.N 

" 1 lLOOr e t'.'a s e ected SherHfand in 1904 J.S l.:cNeel elected Sheriff with t1e 

fO P o\'jing dEput ies ':! . J Pritcbard, Samuel Sheete ,E.A Shor:alt e r,G;,7 !.!ann ad 
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?ot;ahon to,s Count y hl'.B two favorite 80ns 1n the Shaz-;. twine 

George and SUmmers R . Sharp , \'rho were born near Frost this county in 

IS77 working tb e:1.r way through school by working 1n the lumber camps 

a:ft er comp leting their schooling George r.orl:ed h i ms elf i nto a po llt_ 

ieal career so in 1908 he was elect ed as 01 rcu! t Clerk for Pocahontas 

County,serving i n that 
~ 

capacity 1920 \7ben he was el ect ed secretary of 

State in t h is capacity he served three ter ms or till 1932 . SUI!'JlIcra R. 

Shar p p racticed law in the tOTm of !!arll nton and in 1916 he VIas appol_ 

nted to fill out the unexpir ed term of ~ucige Dice as Circuit JUdge r
~. ~ >-,p~.,t.- C. 

and upon conpletion of this term he r.a.s el Ect ed as JUdge for three 000-

se::ut i ve terms or until I 936 Tlhen he dec lined to :r'IfIJ. for jUdge but off_ 

exed himself for the office of Governor of tile state Of 'i1est Virginia 

on the ~ub1!ce.n ticket but was unsuccessfu l end since that time he.a 

beEn pract i cing laTl in Pocahontas and th e surrounding count1ca,along 

'I7ith his law practice he is PrESident of the PEndleton County Ban]: ot 

Franklin. r: eat Virgin i a Pendl eton COl!Jlty,th is bank formally operated 1n 

the to'I7'D of Uu"linton as The Farmers And ~erchants 3ank o! larl1ntou . 

Inf orlt.a ti on- County RecordS . Courthous e. ~r linton. \7. Va. 
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t, .... , ..... ~·nJl {" ~ . 0 ... 'I'IU (,1 O. ~mi th . !! i 11"bo;1"0 • 7: • Va. . F oeM on tEl B :t·";"lty ."" .....' 

t fr::t thl: timE' of th~ ....:In (). rail" cd to loun QUI' count}' Lev crn::-' Ell 0 -

-.as ~y ',vy an d this 1 fNy had to 1,) c vet t'd on ~ ".{on. of th f' oount~,.. .,; _;)r ..... _ ... 

- 1 0)' th f: ""o.,-,u lation of th € cou.."lt r th (> fol1o\,;,in~ iD ~.!"I..:i ?a~s c1 f avora.,) Y '" r 

B :!lst o:f th f 10'ys i of Foc8."'tontas County from I!~g O to re:t9 fo r rg gQ 

v 5 . 6:n · 00 fiX- th i s lias 36 ctG on tach 100 . 00 yalue.t l on of proput}' of 

IEC~ :n'op E!'t~ .. ho l d€Z',€ I-S 935 . 00 or a rais e in tl-. e rat e to 55 eta on 

33 ets in rss4 th €.Xl.1INY ':'Iac fo r 6 ,1.;.2, . 00 p_'1d the rete r-as 35 ete for 

Sj - 6 , 467. 00 E..nCi. tht- same ratee.s t:t€ yar b do x efor eE.- 6 ,225 . 00 pxd 

th E rat!? cu t to 34 cts :::ut th i s '":ae. a 10\1 f01' a f e:7 years f or in tn e 

rex of £ 7 - it ra.ised to 7,S 75 . 00 and th e rate at 40 ete for es- 6,51:9 . 

TE;.t e 37 cts and for 69 - 5 J g~5 . 00 th e ra t e 332/3 most of th e variation 

v:a s fo r th e CE:.r e of th e un;[ ortunat e of t h e county i n on e ;.'ay or anoth fT. 

It We S in til e y re. r of I~SO that a cor.;.:r.1 tt e Y-a s &;'POiIlt ro to (X -

£.r.:Ji ne tJ::.e jai l at Huntcrsv illc andthel aec i d ed it n:s not &. ed·ep!G.c£ 

to ha l o. pr i son Ers so it r.-as decided by th f court to s 61d our pr!e:on€l's to 

tr. e Gre61b ri ex COU!lty jail out e..fter son, e i nvt:s t :' t;ation on thE ;-ar"; of 

ou r CO\l."1ty oti i c ie.ls th € ol"citr 17&.8 r Evok ed ":.r!d our jE.il ordcr E'd l' ECul1t 

end COll."'lty VlrLlnla. ~or ... ~ 4,440 . 00 this t ool: p lec e- ;-~ ilE' Le,-l G6.y '":P i' 51': _ 
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Oounty i ro r.:l U:CI to 1597 :. e= e- eE ':"h ( Jaunty Court of ?ocehon~('D 

. !l ti:~ s ca_ '01' 5 1 "'111i am Curry , Shertrnn P. . C1e.rl: B!ld SE' !!!U d B . ::E'.nna; • . - ... : ollar's J. 

1a "'1111"' :1:. Cur!:"J, 1 - -85 ~ U€or.- E: ? l:.oo re r eJ.J oed . ~ ... of r.: rn s eTV ea unt! .... 0 ~- . 61 .... 

~:J. t in r s£:s C.1. :3 (f' rd r ep1e.c Ed. Sh u lTan H. Cler~:, th E. court of 91 '.aD C. E 

- re:rd, S . B HannM ,EL1'J.d GEOrge U. K€E.For 82 Ar.:os Earlor. x e> lececi S .3 :!anneil, 

thi s b ody of mOl e av Ed until 97 Clnd this court consist E:d of th E f0 110\.'ln& 

b mt1cmm C.EBEf).rd,Amos Bar low and John R. ':e. rr.'ick . 

J ohn J 3 Eal' d r:-h o s e;:rv Ed as oInk of the County Court for quite so~ 

ctl!'J f also scrvE:d e.s 8i rcuit .;luk bf8 id€S hie routine nork hehed to keo 

up a jury I1 flt also r eco r ci el l d ffdS and. in th E SOa th e; r~crdEd es u( do 

to~y tilE' one'do i nS the sellin€; is th e brantor ;;-hilc th f one rccdvin
b 

t'!1 f 

prop €l'ty is l:nor,n as the !;rant€'€. 

Tn ( toll hOU8fat ACf_d&.y no'l7 Hillsooro ha.vine E (XV rd its PUQOSf 

:for con8 iu-l"'r~b1, 'l' lli ' ,·~s so l d in 6" 0" V 11 1 " ~'" ....~, I C 1.0 ct . Hi .At th is St-r.iE ti r.:.f (Vi 

Cr-:," ';~s elE'Cted Sh eri f'fJJohn C. Lclaubh 1in Ass€££:orJ:ro!'E E ~E:.tEX BUr.f~;Or 

of l.-'"!nds ,and ~i €I Sto: fX F S ?rosfcutlns .':.ttorn E':Y . 

At 
Ef.ch e-lection :he ~UE.Ation of pOt.'€r to l(\·y " ,S vot<:l Or! ":Jy thf 

pro,lr of Pocc-.nont:!s Count Y, :'o r it ·.·.,S "h 
c;. I. .is ;>O~. fr thE.t tl: € court had to 

1<. ""h 1 th ~ "'. r E\'Y fit Ic ieEd./-h th J. 

1. ~ n:on fY • f't. th (:f op P-f't Ed!_ € count y an .It was 

1:1 th f Y (pr of Ir.'-'J ... ~ t 
~ t.. "'. E.. .3e.~J. e1 ~.:::annp..h S €I'\· Ed P IS Count:; SU,? O"int m.1ent 



.:to," J:=L-" /.:. Ri T . S .0.. S. !1 111sbO l.·o , '.: , '''E. ,r o cah on taB County, . Pc C E" ::' " _ 

·1 - ' 1'" \-:-8,(> a bout t h is CC!"II ( t im e t}:- t ? . S !tut.;l:c 8 prpct e. c 1n€ a.t -e. ...j! J ... 

.... x coun ty \·.ue £;;1v en ;>E.r.:U.ssl011 ':.y t:1 f c ourt to ecct e.. la"':7 to:-n f:' 0: t .. ~ 

.;;: 1-1..: e on th e court houa e lot . 

I n I~9D th e lat e N.C 1:cr~ e1l1 "!"!as adr.:1tt ed to tee bar i n ?ocahon-

tee Co:..w.ty ,aft E"X p ra cticin g some f fl'," Y mrs c.s a 6 e-xvant of th e P EOpl e he 

r-l'l.S el ECt ed Stat e: .s e1f1.tor ':"n 1$98: and s erv Ed in that capacity on e turn , 

r.i"t ex rf'x iring fro m :iJo1itics he hed a bOOd p:ractic e in th E. tOr::l of ~rL 

i n ton ll.Tltl1 about 1927'.·h m he\';'as cO:ii,?ellFd. to j,'lI:;':"re- on f'ccount of ill 

h Ef) I th . 

In 1$ 90 R.B 1: (Xl' "':a s C:10C e1. 6Up eint rodmt of tt E StF-..:.nt:>",- .And 

F~ r2:- 6SCU l'G Turnpil:e froL~ th E Vixf, inia lin € to th (' na.'1do lp!l. CO'..:l1tr lin (, 

~.;; o ll LC"t E8 b eing fT rot Ed a t va rious pla.c E"S Go Ions thie road th E: tolls eo 

colI cct ro to bO 1"or th €' '.l?l.; ffjJ of this l'oe:.d. It Y,C'~8 in lSSB that th c court 

e.?;>oin t f"d e. corr .. :r. iE:eion to vi er: a r:ay for to rnd from tt. e :::out'h of S\:u[oCr_ 

("~;: .2.CT<rsS th e Buck l C' Hcu nte. in to i :1 t U' E' ~t ':; i th t!", f E fL V t:'l' Cr uk at F c -

-n T5S 0 t ' .... l ' ~ ... · 1 1 t -, 8 0'-- - ,/ "u .II..C.l,.nt'7S i:as r cct€d Cou.l'J.~y Sa;> & nt61d81 \,U. ~O...s 

(. lao 
COL..I .. iss!.cnEl' of ecn')ols irom ffch ,.iiE'~r ict ;':!1 1ch" ere co p08~O: 

.L, J' l' 
.... (.;. 0 _0. L.t" r.·01 ior ::unt csville Dh:trictJ: P . 1:. 3prp f!", f:!rcy D1atrlct He-



-= r:b .. ,Ltv (l~ :J:'l " ~~ C', crholt I'I.l1d for Gr (e-:_E'r.l: Jlfltr1ctJ . T ?attEl"ccn - ' 

{ -: : :t". r Eft::: c tiol:1 f t11 e COU!'l.ty vat cd on tb E 1 Enb'th of school tam l. c \". €I' C 

to h~v £ f~r 4 months 52 vat ES ,for th e 5 n:onth t tt"O 50 vat (B so you can 

r (£d11:- eft' tt ... t our pEO.t) le a: ttlf ~ OG >'£Lefor c chart C'fioi61t ter:t 

of s~hool thE'l'ro~'XXEreducinb thE coet of la!)o r Ji using their or.ildrm. 

Aoout 16 90 Jo1'>_:. 1 . Cc":'C..;o ell edi t o r of T!1 e: Focahontas T i Jil ffi r€<:: _ 

Eiv Ed lQ . co l or a l l COll..Ylt)' printinG: fo r t1:€ :tar i cd of one y e:.r . In 1£90 

J . R ?e.tt ason l;-e ~ £1 ec"::; ro 01 El':!: of th e Cir o'..li t Court tb E lat E S . L Ercl.Il 

SO'vin!:; c.s County CI EX1:. 

No doubt our ;; :'ldlif e prot €Ot i on :.ctE'rt Ed rbout IE 30 rh m th £' 

lat € John T . I:oGrarr and th E ':; est Vir& i nie. P_1"J.d. Pitt so".J.rc;h Rp il=o d Cornpeny 

5.S!::E.d that ',:illipcs River and all its ' trr~utariES b E. set E' 9 i d E E.t e 

b ird Rna. bc:.m£ l'efube,tbis i s one of Pocahontas Ooun t!Te l finest e...":d b CEt 

huntln& c.roundB , einCf thrt time tl:€ tir.:bfr n F6 b EEn cut pnd a f, ree.tlr Pf'xt 

of th i s 1;I)OaEd s€.c"t :'on is in our National ?or€st rnJ it :::-.o-=n !'ar e.r. d. 

n £ar £.6 th f E;)Q rts~El1.s parr~cii s E. 

Fro:!. I G70 u~ to 1900 \. € fOll.'ld r:.;,ny !~r ivat c hO:l£e sf.nin& the 

tr.v cl1nc- pub lic ,·S '·.o, .'_s +·n€~ .<. #' • -cl 
0' Co .. .. "" ,- t: E'int, on t h e main h iGnr:-e.y .... roa: on. __ 

of th e c o::..ntr to th E ot h Er f! nd on e: of t h es e hotEls ~l1 ,pened to be l1cCZl.'d 

I£95 rn d by t h e ','ey th~e o~ E' in pertlcu l.pr !:': C2..Li.S r.:uc~ to tt!e writer ... 



:::.::Tr V~··l.R!:;.l::· T.S. G . S . !DCn.."I.ont aEl O.JUllTY , t t' {;C 5----

11<.""(1£f ~.·~. S iscUCd to th e let J oe ,h S. Smith rtsi d,.j.nl; midr:llY 'bet _ 

\ fel E111soo ro ond l.~ l'linton on Smith H11l , th1s hote l hed e r.1 dE patro_ 

na...,£ and serv ed the traveling pub lic that traveled b y horse and "bue;e;y , 

this hote l l':E'.B operated for a number of years end wae known 'by the tra

.eling public a s a. home of hospit a lity end :;>rayer . 

It Tias i n 1891 that t he question arose a'oout the remova l of th e 

cou n ty seat from Huntersville to the historic spot mor.n in the daye of 

t h E pion f.Er as Marlin Bottom end later nnr':'E.d l':E. rl!..nton,thle action ,:as 

started "by a petition SignEd by 697 que,lifled v oters ,the p r esE:1t sit e of 

""r..€ Court House '''''8.S plac ed on the lands of thE lat e AndIGil I.:claugh lin fe.rn 

but o"·med in I89 I by John T. lJcGr s..l7 and Gold to the county by the Pocah-

onte.s @l county Dwelopmmt Cornpany,thia Era 1':8.8 knOl7Tl 8.S thE boom of f:hat 

once \las Ma.rlina Bottom,and 'c}r th i s doing the Chesapeake And Ohio Ra.il-

Roa d \"":£s indUced to pEnetrate our county '.lp the Greenbrier from Ronct'V(Tte 

to Dlrbin . UEfol'e Rction \';ea takm it ,-:e.a v ot~d on b y the c 1t!.zma of the 

county , the voting places ciE'signated throuGhout the county \lerE £8 follo\ a, 

E.n d the. ones ho l ding tbtsE: el ections a l so ,Acade:.r/ (nor Hillsboro)' '-;': EEI',rd. 

Johny 3 . :h i nnieon and GE.or GE. S. L:cl~e el . Sp llt Reck R.e Vc.rn(.r ,Jt.:L.es lHrold 

f.nd F . F Ve.n c.wort . 

TravE;:l(xe RepoeE', O .... ! G"..lT.'l , A.U . V Aroo(;ast , nnd J . L ArboLl~ .. st . 



-C:i'"rY c;.OV!..>urLLNT . S . O . S- PCCAHOl!TAS COU:'TY • FE',£; ~ 6 - _________ _ ,1 v •• 

:;=to'l~nk- AJl;:m Ar~o S't'..Bt . J . S ',;oodd.ell,and a .A Li Gh tner . 

lJ,!."'l ::.:o r E- J.X Taylor , B. F UcEl17E:e and Go ',,' ArboGas t. 

F r ost-Andre.,:, Hero ld,I.B Moore and C. O.": Sha.rp. 

F.untexsvillc--Shel don Mo ore,D. A F i sh Er and \l . L Harper. 

Edray--A. T Uoor€, H enry Earlo\"! and 1::1 lliem Sharp . 

:SUcke.y s-R.E Overholt, ;',!.H llcC lintic and "7illiam C Llc~lEill . Th€6e m€Il hel d 

an elect i on and the results of this elE.ction CE:.us€d Pocahontas COU!lty to 

develop into onE. of r: est Virbin ias~ gr fates t indUstrial count1€B,all b e-

cause of our public spirited future thinking citizens ,f o r if t h E county 

sEat had not oem changed making an indUstrial center no dou'at li E.' '"ould. 

not havE. e1joyed the Rai l Road f or yeers to come, but ri gh t eftfr the 

county sEat .. a s mov ed B.nd llarlinton b eb8J1 to build up a l ong C&:ie the R.R 

furn i sh ing us COIlUT.'.1!1ice.tion l'lith t h e outside r.or ld and furnishlns us an 

outlet for our rrany prodUct s but Iminly lunber,thls era roaD an indlstrla1 

end expan sive one. 

n .. ,!], ORMATION- County Records . Court Hous e. l.:s. rl1nton. it .Va. 
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Govcrnmt.nt Snr.;ucl G . Smith Rillaboro . W.Va . Pocahontas Oounty . 

The vote having carried in thE' E.lcctlon of rg9! to remove the county 

s£"::t from RW'ltcrsv i11e to I.:ar llnton the vote stood for renoval 940 ace. lnst 

rc:r.ov 1 4:O ,i!llm ediat ely plans were made :for a n€;o court house and j a il at 

the no. COtUlty sftl.t,but they continued to hold court at Huntereville while 

n f1'1 quart (re iI er e being built ,all l' Ecords r er.aining at H'.,mt €reville, thie 

sp ecial tlection to d e:termine whether the CO'.lnty seat shoul d 'be movEd co et 

Poca.hontas COWlty $ 194. 60 .1mmedlately plans "/ere nnde to start the const-

ruct ion of our present court hOUSE and j a il,and plans y,' ere submitted byThe 

~lty lLanufacturing COll'!Pany of Dalton Georgia for our present court house 

but in the mErultime it was thought bEst to Erec t a temporary court housea.t 

1.:arlinton SO it 178.S built 1992 and w.oved into in rS93 . The stcne or masonry 

nork 1ms done by Albert GunthEr the building rock comine from the Jerico and 
• 

Price Hill sections \7hich .fere so famous for thei r bui l ding rock at that time. 

M.F GiESey Y.'8.S the architect Md inspecto r of the stene r.ork . OU r firE :Jroof 

vault ',as boul;ht from The Office SpE:cia lty CO mr,lany of Roch~tEr Ner "Ior~ 

end inetellE.d by th eix r€presentative along ... i th th e contracto rs. 

f,~uch of the timE of tl;le court at that title l':as spmt ho ldinL E?£.-

cia l elections pErtaining to rEmoval or in letting contracts for construc_ 

tion of our "rlSEnt SEt of County ~uildin&s 0: \7hich the citiz€':1G 0: ?occ!l_ 

ontt-.6 .:.re proud. £"<>'ld jus!:ly GO LlS 1,- a ~eve one o!' t!;,E bEst Court r;o-.:stE' ." . ..... e .. 



(':O V Cnl:tl en to. Snmu cl G. Smith . P.111e~oro.~: . Va. Poca.." onte.s Co . PRE; e 2-

Et that time . The jail ha.v 1nt,: 'o em r£'"oullt 1n r{;cento :,ta.rs unt -

to6J;.Y Y.E have one o:f the b est je.11s in : est Virg,in1a,as it is modern 

c:-.r£rl' l'espcct and one that is safe a.'1 d used for f ederel prisoners f ro m 
1:'1 

other scctions of the stet e • .Aft ex the records had be.en r€moved from Hunt-

nsvillc it '''as d€ened adVisable by our County Court to sell this p r operty 

es t-:€ had no further use of it so the late L. M UcClintic .-:as app ointed by 

the court as a special commissioner to sell this property so in W94 it 

.:a s of fered for sale the high b idder being R.S Turk for $- 825 . 00 thus end.-

i ne; count y arm er sh i p a t th e old county 6 eat. 

1'0 ' dDubt th e f i ret '0 017 ling al ley €V er to o~ erat e in pocahontE-s 

Coun ty f:a s operated. iIl rg9 4 by A.C Gunther at Mar l inton the liCE'nSt being 

issued by the county court. 

Our Count)" Clerks and Circuit Clerks having: op€ret ed togeth€I' up 

to this time in the sam e off i ce r,ere s€perat€d in rg93 each having s£';)e:rat.E 

quarters . No doubt Dr .J. t Price l''aS the first iil€nioEr oi the board of health 

of Pocahontas County . Pocahontas Countys l fi rst irug storE' r-a s licensed by 

th€ cO'J.nty court in IS93 th e li cenSE ,; Ere . d · ~ . h S lSSU€ L.O \,/lmnl:1b a:l And ::.!.th • 

.i)lrini:, ~!:.(. tio{. t;;€ county 0'.11 Cd a.nd opEratEd ;'00 r f e.r:n n £.8.1" 

i n ~\:.r.1 .. frE. ~Li..:l~· 'the county irOlt .. 30 . 0~ to 



I 

.,,1,l:'l t r Go\,crn':'lC'lt .S. G. S. PoCf!hon tf-.o COU:lty . ?,,-c 3---. -
d:J.zo!nc 1 t 6 ' 

... :lr::H:rsh1p . It 1"'l'. a in I896 that "tb e Pocn.::ontlls T rleph')n ( COrr.-). a,; ..... y r ccc,!);.::: .) 

(!:;( ... ...,Exl::.iss!on !' rom the county court to ect th"cir po les alont the then 

?-oceho:;tps . It ' ;as i n rg97 that OUT prt:'£Ent JuctiCE Of Th E Peace T . S l..cN€€l 

l.e s admitteci. to the bar in PoctiJontas CO'lnty , e.£tcr s('l'vinc; as a 12.J'rycr for 

!li s fel10,\7 countyrnen he ,,;,c:. B E.lwtc.Q ?-TOSEC".lt i ng Attorn fy Lt the becinnine; 

of the i!1nEtEC'lth celtury CJld eincE the t timE h e F:cr\-(>d E.S a Justice from 

Idrqr Distr i c t fo r f:. nunber of ye:.ro . 

In IZ92 the lat e- A..'1dre.~· G. Frice n;,s f"dr:i tt~.:i to the ·Ct:.T in Focaho_ 

ntc..s County , he having Gr adus.tEd fro m ·': cs'!; Virginia Ur.ivETFi-:y,bc servEd bis 

county fO l' a r.umc£r of y cars as a la·,,;!t:r of l'moun,bebE~nb thE son of 0!:!€ 

oi' the " i encErs thpt settled at Ear lir..s 30ttor.:
J
he l.aR Editor of thE foceha -

ntes Ti mE€' f or 6. numbEr of ycars,th!E' ;Jap cr iF nor. b c:nc Cdi'tcd. by his bro_ 

thcr C. :. ?~ icf, the only othEr, per ,ublichcd i n t h e co',u:ty '-as tte ::CSSEn_ 

L Er publish Ed b }' S , 3 Scott .; r . 
O!':.E or ~', -1.1 ;. t o· .... r 

elc~tlon :;~t11ots (It teet ti:n e. 

Th C ""on" .. 1 cr ,....... 1 
"""''' ;..0'_, ... 1: C\'-; 1'", " ~O" + t~' ....... ... "n·'1159" .... cn.· e t ~ .. - ... .. -_ ... (-_. t .... - \0 ~ - ,. _ \.0:' CO":' r 

'.:Ul1t ~_,~ n'" ... , ; t1 h-
~ ~.' 1.0 101 .. _£ ::: ( t, E .J,.t; ., •• - 'oO-: . "(1c+s 0".. "- Tf'I""I ..... "" 1 

• or;'~ t:. _ ... Cl'.Cr: _..JJ . '-' .... '\e. 'J.P'~!cn 



• 
· S " G . S . F o ~Phont eo Co . frL t "-----

:-:- :;~ If"~l'l \'ot f!,S in th E' county . 

Th t o llor.1ng men 6 crv£d this county as" ShEriff J . C Ar'ooceet, 

;': ." :.. :~E""t"l,end R, '" Hill . Th os·c 8€TVin e; a s 'U lfilE.f)flOra ... · erE l. . H :':oorE , I 

! S3!J. , G. O ArbOcsst r::ee. . L. :': h.cClintic €le.ctEd F:ro c:ecut i n§. atto rney in 

13S8 •. ;m . Si_) l E nas the first janitor of our p r€:sent court hou se. All the 

above Y:E'r€ in the Ei ghti Es and nin uys . 

I ni O!'!2'.at ion. County R ECO rds , Court Bous f: . L~r linton', ",: . Va " 
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S 1 G Smith Hl11o'::loro . i . Vn.Po onhontL.R Gov f'l'Tlm81t . I.mu l. • 

County has had llll.ny toll sa t ca and brid,;C'B t h rouc;hou t 

to 11 aha r g ro '"'b at tol l brl A .... g; \";as fo r on e harD e 10 cts , f or 

h oreelS ctB , a veh1c1eandtl'lO ho rsES 20 eta and5 ete fo r \' thic l f' an d B 

stock tina 10 eta per lEah addit iona l horspto thevEbic1eand the-ratefor 

SCOI'f'.Th e rete to ou r OlrrJ v ", .... ccun"y c' tiz "'"'£I was eh Eap a' than to outside tr-

a\r (,1 ers . Som e of th €8 e old toll h OllS t6 having s eo" Ed th ell' day '17 e:r e sold and 

tol l colle::tECi els67hereaa .l?aS the Case of the one a t Academy n-hich wae 

off €I'£<ifor sa le in IS73 · In rg}4J.DPrlcer.e.s appoint 00 toll gath&el' a t 

l::: r linbottom bri dg e h e r:as to r €C Ei v e 25 % f ox h i s 8 a-vic ee th e r 9'?'I2.in d er 

to b e turned over to thecounty , h ecol1ro:te:1 $ 70.00 in B elen months .l!al1 

carri ere had e. sp (C i a 1 r a t e" of S 6 .00' per anum. 

<;>u r pr€Se1t capi tation tax l7aS started about ~]..;3. pr 74. In IS74 

it ;;-as de.€rnEd advisab l e b y th e court to bui l d tno clerks offices end rEPa ir 

the court house f'..11 d it \IRS put out to the lonmt b i dder ,,!h ieh '.'as GeorgeH . 

Eoif ett at $ 2 . 000. CO. ilich of th e ti me sp rot by our count)~ court roas to 

appoint Burv EYOrs of roads throughout th e county and a list of th f.S e r; 6.1t _ 

16"ll Bl Sf"
1

e:::too 1576 a re the follo17ing fo r district # I now knolm as Cree-

noen!:. District James H. Galf'ord, Claibourn e Ga1.11:.Unl,Ashford,G rorge ,;,;. Sip 1e
J 

J v SallU el 
"-!!1m o. .-err.C'"nar1a; 3 .Co11ins , ·, ;arr;ick HUd.s0n.J:0C!tX:I I . Sutton.John E.Gur.:) 

Char lES a .Eurner . Cyrus '" 11 
1a IlIm . Sror.-n Arb ogast,Grorge EfYE!'2.{;€, . :For District 



... County . 
1 a. S-.1.' . . ",,11sboro . ~; . Va . ?oeM on .. 8 a GO\." JR' " ~T7' . Sflll:.l c: n· ¥ 

... (13. UoOXE 
A. D Ar.J.es,(l cort.. e r;lcoon , :)e.tu or 1::rc.y Il\.otr!ct of tod!:-Y 

:3 , l:tumah I John ':; . by 1 e, ',1m j m1 - ' i If on - leilA C 3."" 1ne.b eIry , E-Johnson, 3m &. n ,_ . b ' 

J ohn Ideon .For Dl.strlct '* 3 or Hunt O'sville D!.strict George :!.l!cle.u

Corb itt,Josien. Dl..lley,Anos Curry,Ch -Lhlin,Ur1o.h 21rd,AndCl'son D111EY.:': . H 

arIes i, . Sharp ,Abraham Sharp ,! ErO':ffi 1:Qore, ?reston 2arper,n61ry Sharp , ',,'m 

ii. (11 f'J I lucas l:oo r f, ',:m F .? a:ry , Amos Sarlo" e.!ld John ?u.rr . ror district ft4 

or Little Lc:vcls J os/ph S.Smth, ';:m C._eGolt , HmIY Clark , R. · .. Hill ,o.A Peck, 

Peter Hill, Abrah n. m Huyes ,Adam Pullin, Thomas F . cal lison,'.';'m Cal l1son,A~ra-

hem Fd.':liston . 

The c;rasef.l'S of thepoo:i:' at that tioe:,aeUrieh EfYmer , Jos!:pb !Jt -

llcy, Andrtr Dilley and Grorge fdm1ston . ·;.1th H ,P L:claug..">l lin e.s c lp-'l;: for 

this board of ov €I'S rers . 

Th e s ... lr.!'1 FS of th e county off i c18.1s of rg75 \: €X e S:'l cr1fi en d Jt..l1:):., 

.1111 m L. l:cNrr! ~ 225 . 00·;m L. ArOo t;i:.st Co tnmiC'Gionf:t' o:r rE:\'inUE 

:111in'll CUrry Circuit c..nd County Cltrk ~. 250.00,John L1i;;:on \.ES pra>ldO'l !. of 

tht:' Count1' l:ourt \71th -::illlam Baxter ,FranoES D€VfI' , .111ie.m L._rof.'n.Jo'hn G. 

- atrd find. !sf'ac L:c!; f r1 oth EX con: . .'r.iss ion UB £ .. ."11' thr EE of t~,r.:. CO"!!,i pet e.r.d 

tra.'lce.ct the rout!ncbuslnt138 that C8j~(bcf'orethecoul'-: mch r;.o::l th . :'hFY 

1 rc dx Ed from ow 25 to 
30. 00 a rear . The c.-;u:-t for : :; -7 nLS t!lE follorlr:t.. 
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I"l...'"'l .:;'. 01 t. s~ G. S. Hill o:'oro . Focnhon tee C<:)u nty, P f..:J 
1111El m H . iJlck Q' \':"86 ~ ..... I ,I -ted Sheri:! in t Ie7~ for e l' ~' fBr term 

In..''1uar)' 1.IS77 with Inaac lJc~!€E l end Rlohnrd Btl II as hie dQ-

uti cp . . ThE county l sr}· for 157Jt>l'·as ';:' lj. , 475 . 00 for 7'f vas for $, 4 , 20 4 . 00 

7 5'£01.' ~ 4. ) 29 . 00 fo r 76 ;! 4,033.00 for 77 $ ;, 951.52 fo r 75 0 ~ J 033 . S6 

all t!': lc bad C (€ll rais cd at th e rat E' of 24 C 8'lts p EX 100 . 00 val'.lB.tlon 

but th e 1 s 'y fo r r879 l:ras Consi daa.b l E h1&-i €X .;.. 5 ,723 . 9I t h E- rat € had 

to :' E lncxERBt'd. to }6 c01ta in orda to me et ~bis raisE. r rco: a ll records 

eVt!1lab l€ end al l i nforzre.t lon obtainable it t"B.S almost lmpossl~l~ to gEt 

tb e land of th e CD'J.nty eBs EeB ed wi thout conai dexe.bl E dissatisfact ion so 

un d a an act of th e 1 Egi slatur e of 1872 an d 73 a sp ECial AG S ESsor roes ap -

P'J inted to re:t 8€RS the dands throughou t the county .From al l rroords aV8 _ 

i1"
b1

eit apPmrs thEre "as more diasatisiaction in th E LittlE Lortls then 

'lly oth Er s.ction of the county.To this tast th<y appoi nted John ." .. .. a r ,. ick 

but after heh"d CO."., 1.tfdh i6 flO r i, about 0 11 the court cot tion , ,,,. to try 

a.~d ~".kfadjudtm.,ts and 10" .,. t h ev,lu, of fnr:n lanc.a throughou t thE countl' 

In th, YEllr I 575 Fr" l.saon Lo tt e 17aS formed at Hunt r=sv1l1c end 

t'1 v Ell s. room in th. Oourt Hou ... a1so th e Hunt er.v1l1 e Crane c anoth er orL_ 

en iZlltion ".8 &iv", ~u"rt.rs in thE Court HOUGt'ThesE end man)' othera I: er. 

til ( 'CC01.1
mo

df't!ons thp t th. oi'i - ~s o·,~ , ~ oC-~on.'B C t < th 
w ...... ~ - <:U.I.. O:.!-"1 Y G1.,1oy c-d t'!t £ E 

Ci.~!DO c of th ('I COtUlty i1'..lt not add. ~ C:"?, mE c. ot IC"S < I-7-.' t ' . _. ).. 
\.1.4 - _n;oJ .J I.o :.l' :.'1 € f El2 _ 



· JOY(l'nttGlt . ':: . G. S_ H111o:Joro . .. . vC, . ?Ocahonte.£1 Cou:n y . ... . jt 1,. . 

St . L07ia R. R I/ntcd :o('h...lJl'):'ltao Oour.ti· to subccl"ibe 

000. 0
0 ca.:>1 ta l stool: but th e oourt '\'lOU ld not act on lr e.i't ex tb e 

1 of tbf county had voted on i t so it \'las tablecifor the t1me b d n.::- top f? 

to b f' diDPOS ed of a t a lat er dat 60 

R E)t. J! .D .i).mlap SETVedas County SU;)er1ntendmt for a ailott ti !2'! ein 

:ZS75 ll..'1t il e.noth ex cou l d b € appoint ed. 

In IS79 oneaf Pocahontas Countys long talked of prob 1 ens ~':'8.S El fK'~ 

Y f-d faT it 1:'C'.S 1n 'frlat yer that th e county purcbas Ed a poor farm fro!!l 

:\cCfTt G . i:.~l1€I' n ear Hiilebo ro containing 230 acres fo r 17h1ch the county 

paid ... 4 . 3
00

.
0
0,this farm having ll"al1Y r.:nal l dl7elling s used by the slaves 

of t h eIormEX O'm Er ""'de it avery dESirable farm to take care of the lESS 

fortunat e of Pocahontas County .This poor farm "'as op €'rat Ed by tb e county 

'-l1 d ac co mmodat Ed many P EO"l e <tlring th e time it r;as op erat Ed e.s such but 

a lons " " out 1920 th e county offi cia l s b 'Gon to talk of diSPOsi ng of thi s 

far m and movin. th e paup ers to J:arli nton to be ce. r ed for by th e Poca..oontes 

!.:"',>rial HosPi tal , so in 1922 th e fa r m l7as dispos Ed of and th e inmat es 

mo ved to Marlinton .Thus th e passi ng of th e only far'" of th e ki"nd in FOCB _ 

hon tas County, but to this day i t is th e opinion of a g r tnt many of the c1 _ 

tiz..,s of th e county that "e shou l d have k <pt this farm to tak e car e of the 

dep 6lc2nts of Pocahontas C t 

oun y . A poor farm had b em up for discussion by 



Gov crnm 61t . S . C. S . Hi llsboro . ". v{ . Pocohonte D 0 • 0 5 
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(' of th (' count~. CI! (ry s i ne e th e iOl'!Tet1on of th e c~unty • • J> 

One of Pocahontas Countys ' beloved servants bEGUll hiB care€!' e.s 

f er e.s s El"v1c e to his county wa s cone an ej in r876 this was Squir e L. 

Sror.n r:ho in IS76 f/as elECted constable from the GreB'lbank Dlstrict af -

t €X 6 e...rying his t €I'm as constable he \,'2.S elec t ed deputy clerk fo r John 

G.B e.rd then clerk or the county Caurt , after serving his county in that 

capaci ty for Born e tim e and in I SS 4 off er eel hims elf as candidat e fo r th e 

Clerk Of The County Court and was elected,to this off i ce he .. as elected 

erery six yeers th €Xm:fter saVe for Bne term Wh 81 be ,."us rEplaced about 

1906 b y the late C.J !!cCarty .1b: Erorm. having senred theprople of Foce.-

nantes for a p UlOd of approxi mat ely 40 YEars th € lone sst seryice that 

ar.j; Citize1 so fax has attainrd. His lone; career as a coqnty official is 

c.. li v i ng :nemc l'Y to the: onES hE' Elt:XVEd.Squixe L. Brorm nas born AUbUst 22 

TS
" T t ..... ...... - 1 ddt d th' l'~ J -.L ~, , !9'4 .·nu s th<p"rsin~ - :J _ a ... x ( .... Oml.e an €pa l' e 18 1..1. €" un e - _" ... i:. Co 

of Po ceJlOntas Countys l oldest COLLl1ty offici~ l so ft.r as S EXVic e is CO:1_ 

Ca'!lE.d. !.ir . Ero"l7!1 SEI'VEd. e.s Cl€l'!c at HUl1te.rSVi ll ~ l one -o e.:'ore the county 

s fat l"-as Ir.O v E' j to L2. rlinton. It 1,:s.S h is cf"li .... h t to s €Xv e his f elle --;- n!.....l1 . 

!"~r . 3ro\7ll contribut Ed "" ch" t+ th E ~ro17+h ~ • 
" U • b • 0_ our coun.y [;OVernm <nt in :::ek_ 

I!u]tr"!': ... t"1:~"I'!' X t: • 

• .:t:\. '... e \-:E.S r eJ_ lac cd b)r ol.!r ...... "<~ c'.~ CO""t" Cl ..., "0 0 _, -inc i' ,... ... =- . .....1 " (!Ii<_ _ ~ t. . a a.-
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1).J.rlng thf' Oivil r;ft.r our count y govrrnmmt emB ed t o operate o.S 

it \1&B alnlOot impOssible to prcsCTV 0 the oounty recorda and dUring the 

t f 'he oo
urtllouse as llUoh as four ymrs and 

r.ar the rcoordS were ou 0 

todny th ro e old books shor. th e stain of buck\'lh mt stro.\V as th ey were 

h i dd01 1n a buclctth rnt atrn.\1 rick for quite sometime end were as far 

ai':ny as All eghmy County Virginia and dUring the battl!;:. of [)rOop L\.ount-

ain they \'/e.r£ bid nmr lobelia whioh is in the ~I estern part of pocohon-

taa CI)...,;lty . i.!111ill.m CUrry was the olerk at the outbrEak of the '\'lar BO it 

waB by his fo.ithfullnesa and loya.lty to his county end ita government 

officio.
ls 

that these r(cord.B '\'icre preserved arId stand today as a menor-

i /), l to those o l d g entl emm that labored so fa.ithfully that \7e might bave 

oounty governmmt found Ed szlf7tlPi8: by truf" AmEl'icanS tha.t ha.a stood the 

t fat for til (13 C' fl\8.n y y €al·S . 

G(Ol'g e P . ~oor e ... ;a 8 commiss i on ed Post llast cr at F.'!l'ay during th Ii' ,:6.1' 

h t' being on ( of th e pro:hln Olt cit 11. 1::."18 in our county Gov crnmrnt for re.Il'/ 

y (o.re pr ev10ufl . 

In Mro de Townsh ip the fo lloHing men WISl'€ chos Ell , Sup crv180r Ad'lm Ro -

ttinLham,E .A Arboga st tow'!'I ship clcrk,Adani Nottinsham JustiOE',B.N Arbogast 

r.e O ohoc cn Oonat t'blt,HarvFY Nottingham Tr\:O.surer,Aci.dison n-.'ine Qvusetr 

of the Poor , with !!nrt1n C Dill(l' and AndrO'1 '::an1EB8 as incpfctoTs of clE'-
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th eo town ohip of Mendf'. 

1 -ae ohoe- Supervioor for thf'Townehip of Union with Charles llorr son " ~. 

Garvf!J overseer of thepoor,Abraham Hill TrEasUrer,ltorgan AnduBon Ju-

st i c£' of tbeP(8.oeand JaI'Dm F Hill Canetab l e1'Jltb Jacob McCarty and Jacob 

ii .smi t h as inspectors of el tCt i ons for Mm,d.e ·Tovmship.This work having be61 

camp 1 Et Ed th e Sup erviBO rs turn Ed to th e appoint m 8lt of sury e/ors of roadS 

f or th e varioue tOl'InBhlps and th e making of a list of m61 to bE drawn as 

j urors t his b dng c0!l'91et Ed th ~r adjourn Ed to !D.eEt at Edray onTuesday th e 

7 th day of November rg65.And 'l'7hEn this time rolled around you found those 

prESEnt '1'7 ere Adam XnO~KI,Nottinghnm,Pres.Jonatben Mcll ei ll, and Charles Uo-

rrison this being a quorum th EY wEnt about transacting such busin EBB that 

might comebefore such a body at this meEting an election \"las ord~ed held 

e.ndtbefo llol'ling mm w&echosal for offlceserv1ng the eltirecounty as the! 

do tOday ,Joeeph A Thompson "as el ected Prosacuting Attornej,ranie1 ie-l1lson 

as surveyor of landS,Robert Gay as Recorder, \";'i1liamB Hannah aSSe3sor and 

Rob ert Gay 'Iae a1eo choe al as clerk of th e Circuit Oourt of pocahontas County . 

John T l.':'an l ms was el ECted Sherlff ,L.H Sharp Commissioner of Schoo 1s,and GEl). 

P Moor e e1e:t ro as County Sup erint 6'ldant of Schools,at this time a judge had 

to be choe En for th e ninth judicial circuit of which pocMontas was Co part 

~l.Hc.rrison \'lae choe al as jUdg e, alao a S mato r had to be cboe en from tb e sa.on e 
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Js.,alClria1 district to this off i oeHmry l. L:athO'IS 'vas chos m to rtP-

r(Sett the ninth seut.toria1 district . George P Moore r£6icn€-d as County 

S".Jp aint 6ldrot of Bchoo la and Rob e:rt P Wl lliams was chos B'1 to fill th e 

vacancy. It roas at this time that tb e oounty offlcials dec i d ai to r fPe.ir 

the Courthouse end Jail BO it was deenEdaav isableto appoint a !Tell to 

tak e hi ds end to tb € low ESt r EBponsib 1 e bi dder a cont ract wou Id b e awa-

rded to this task th €!! phc ed Amos Barlow,and it was decida::i that th ej 

ho ld court at Hunt€l"sville insted of at Edray to which th€!! al l agreed. 

It r.as in tb e yeu of 1$65 that a 11c 61S e was issued to J ames A 

Pri c e to op 61 a hot el at Ma r 11ns Bott om which in la.~ er yEars b ECam e th e 

County S8:!.t of Pocehontas County.At thi s ti me th e r EYinue of tb e county 

t.'as very Jow as thus fer th EY had not b eEn ab 1 e t i!) lay th e count y 1 e.Ty 

and thF}! had borrowEd. all the::'lOnfY that miS e.val1a.b l efrom indivi duals 

to m ect currmt exp 61S €S and to furni ah stat i on ery and bool~s to th e c 1 er1: 

fo r th e proc eEdingE{ of th e court to be r e::ord ai.Th e county subscrib Ed 

$ 10.000.00 capito l stock in th e llonongah ela-e.nd LEWisburg Rail noa d wi th 

th e u."l de:rstandlng that th e Railroad must pass through th e county at c El'-

t ain paints this mlS ratifi €d by a 3/5 !ll8.J'ority of th e vot ~'S of .... th e cOun_ 

ty end it r.as at this me£ting tha t thf!j reso lved to havethe1x next me€t _ 

lng at Hunt ersvill e Ju ly 1. IS!% an d it was at th i s me tt ing in 66 tha.t th e 

firs t ta"- _ 
.&,/'i. was !?llde about r £J!loving 

from Runt El'ev ille which 
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liz Ed !'l (8.r th e S'ld of th e EiSht eS'lth c 6'l.tury . Th i s p er i od thus :fa.r 

e tb e c los e of tb e war is known as tb e l' ('Construction period of ?o c a -

hontss county as DUcb had to be don e to oak e up for th e time lost dUring 

th e ITar 'l7h En our county governm61t c ERS ed to function nh ich \18.S e. g rave 

r.ut t ex to t il e uany cit iz 81S of til e county esp ec1ally at that part 1cular 

t i me whm the county was 80 badly torn up by the war that had raged r.lthin 

its bordEJ"s for over three ymrs leaving many homeless and poverty strick-

En,cillldrEll f atherless and the county almost bankrupt and out of gEaI' so to 

sp m.k as th ej had to start almost 11k e th ey did at th every beginning of our 

county governrn ent at th e t1me of th e formation of th e county. 

K Informatlon_ Court R s::orcts.Mar1inton. W.Va. 

C.II Prioe. Marlinton. W.va. 
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GoV ernm 8'l.t. Bsltll el 
EJlt ed in tb e LEgislature by tb e 

Pooabon't8a County has b eB'l r €p
r 

E8 
1663-

64 
JacOb McCarty U67 , Sa.tlll e1 Gibson 15-

following 1D 6'l BSloni Griffin 
M.Ligbtnet". 1672,rI1111am J.wooddelllS73-7'5, 

69 .lIatben G.EaIlo1'7 IS7o ,Jobn 

ffet
t W79-S1 , H6'lI'Y A.Yes.ger Igg3~7.I.B 

George \7 .Sip le IS77.George H.Mo 

J 
P MOOrrB.U I,g93_95-1903,J·W Price 190)· 

UOOl' e I g9 1_96 ,Li.J McN eEl 1997· Dr· • 

J}>vis L.Bar
10w 

19
0
7,L •• McClintic 1901,A.D Willia

me 
1909,19

II
-

23 
by J.A 

"c Laugh lin, G !Dr •• ". wileon 1913, B. MY"'; er 1915 - 17,Ha
r

ry Blacldluret 19

1

9, 

EoN Moo re 1921,1925-33 by F.R Hill,or.GEPrgeF .SUll 1927_29.Willi!l:m C.Ga-

rdner 193
1

,stanl,,! J.R",rode 19J.j,June LlcLlweefrom 1937 to ~1. 
In th e stat e s Slat e pocahonta.s county has b eEJl r!;pr EB EJlt e:i by th e 

following mal Sa""el Young lS63_64-67-70,r:illiam McNeel 1SS1-S3,N. C McN-

€ill IS97-99,Fred C.Allm 1937_4I,thetimein betwe61 these datES wewer
e 

served by mm from someoth€l' oo.unty laying within tbebounds of' our diet-

riot but as the dat ES .. ill confirm pocahontas haB only had th e honor of e1-

ecting four mm to the state KesEnateup to thepresmt time. 

Pocahontas County haB th e honor and dE$tlnctlon of having procblc ed 

on e It8n tha.t was el ect Ed to th e Houa e of Del fgat es that l"i8.B chOB en Sp eUt er 

...... rt:preaentativS3 he being GEDrgeH.Uoff-
of th e HOUB e in our low ~ branch of 

ett and some of the same blood au as the lloffe.ts that served aB alerk of 

our county Court in our first county governmmt. 
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,tit ex tb e \"IB.r th e coa t of our county gov a-n m(!1t a-rndUnlly r os e 

t o n h i bh f i gu re for IS70 it t ook $ 4, 91$ 1.00 1n 1371 e 5. 31$9 . 00 en d 

IS72 ""4 0 h -ex rising cost meant more Y.'ork f or our S 4. 't-'+ .o to meet t ,i s ~~ 

count y of fi cials rmponsible for our county governm61t .1hcb of th e 

mon ~ sp rot by th e county in th e ISth.c 61tury nas sp rot on wolf' end 

t i . d~ S .".,tion th es e anirre. ls fox sec-Ips e.s t his b e1ng a moun a nous a na. '1700 D.J. OJ 

had many delS in th fS e th,,¥ ra1s ed th eI. r young and pr f9 ed on th e stock 

t 1 ~"h out unti l end p oultry of our pion eer farmers and just abou c €RIl D,.I. .. en 

a bounty 17as put on th en and th 61 th e liv EStock indUstry b egan to grow 

and tOday th e l1vestock indUstry is th e lEBding i ndUstry of Pocahontas 

County and 17 earevery thankful to 'these old g Entl emen that put the bO'.ln-

ty on these varments t!lat ttee so detrammtal to what later grm to be our 

lading in&.1stry.Thesebounties were paid out of county funds but author-

iz ed by our county courts and boards of sup ervisors.It was in I g 70 that a 

mla dy struck many flocks of sh e~ in Union Township a nd tb e sh eEl> rais era 

and prociUc ere of th e county Walt to th e board of Sup ervisora and had a ban 

put on the moven mt of sb eep from that section and had all si ck and dad 

anin:als burned to crle:;::k the eprGid of this disese.No 'sheEP were allOWed 

mov ed out of this ar fa until Ig7I. 

At an el rotion h el..l i n r"72 t 
u. 0 \'1 ego Bome n sv fac EEl in ou r county 

offic1-e. ls a s 7i1lliam Curry l7as el ECt e1 Circuit CIEl'k , ''':illiam L.!lc:~eel 
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of ?occllontas Oounty , O. A Stof er COmr.'On Tl Ealth at to rn ~, ',; .F Arbog

ast Assessor,r:illiam H.Overh olt Burve;or of lands,and our circuit jU dg e 

,:as R. F Demis.Th e el ection of IS70 was as follows Sh eriff S. L Gibson, 

Clerk of Circuit Court and rfCorder Robert T.Gay,Pros.Attorn~ William 

Ruck er, SUl'V G"or ,G fOrg e Baxt er,Ass ESsor William E.Johnson,and N.G BarloTt 

elect ed cl erk of t h e boa rd of sup ervisore for Pocahontas County TIith 

Pet€l' L. Curry serving a lso as C1ETk to that bOdy for quite Bometime. 

C.J Stulting baving b em elfCt ed. sup erint mdEnt of Schools of the county. 

¥any of theoldwood61 gates that a.rung e.cross our county roadS 

dl ring th e Ig th c 6ltUl"Y were a authoriz ed by our County Courts an d th e 

Boe. rds of Sup ervisors but t h es e gat es having served th e.l' pUrpOB e in 

their day w ere g radUally dOne away with unt il tocay the on ly gatES to be 

f'oun d wi thin th e borders of th e county ar e on our 1 ESB us ei 8 a::ondary ro-

ads. Th e coun ty off 1 cials , he.ving s em th e mi stu e of having th es e gat tB 

across our h i ghnays have had th en don e anay \71th to a ver:y gr.t dfgree 

unt1l tocll.y with the automobile as tb e usual mode of travel CIIII travel1n 

all parts of our county wi thout meeting up Wi tb th ... e obstacl. ( tile old 

WOOdEn gate) .And by so doing Our trav el has bem inor8L.althellla1/4l1la, 

short en eel and conta.ot made nuoh msi ex all because our OOWl" ~~11 

h .. d th '" e gat", don e .. way TTi tb . 
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At th e clof.! e of th e war r .. b 8"\. our county gOVert'l rtl 61t T7aa having Em-

c.'Il a hard tim e to EXist th fY had to tak e all sorts of '\~ays of saving mon eJ 

and on e ttay t h ey d1 d this was to 8 rod back to th ex nattve county anyon e 

t ha t got l"i'ithin our borders and be:::ame dep8'ld9.Ilt or had to haveae e1sta-

nee fro m thecounty,these charges usually 17ere SEnt to wbat is ou r sister 

or moth er state old Virginia as the was ournereet populate:larEa.This 

\vas all brought about bu our Overs eers of th e poor Vl'ith th e aeeista..1'J.c e of 

our county officials namely our board of sup &visors. 

At this time th e qu ESt ion was talk ed of and vot ei on of forming a 

&.f'~ 1':/, • •. ~J . '~ ,. 

n m stat e a nd in IS7I th e vat e stood for ratification~ 349 a gainst 57 and 

in 1872 t h e vat e .. ae for ratification of th e ammdmEnt 453 and a gainst 2g5. 

Th e board of sup ervisors of 1871 wexe BEnjamin A.Arbogast,Joslah T . Hogs ett, 

Allen T. Mooreand Richerd Hill,'\1ith lloore serving from Lincoln Township,Ho-

g sett from Grant,Hill of Union and Arbogast of MEB.dewith PEter L.Curry as 

tb e1. r cl erk. Th e Sup ervisors of 1872 17 er e P lD Cart ex, ',~111iam Hogs ett and 

William H Hull. 

It l18.S in the YEar of I g7 2 that road supervisors from tach towsh-

ip an d pr E.Cinct \'1 ex e instruct ei by th~ Board Of Sup a-visors to callout mm 

to l7ark on th e various roads of th e COWlty th ~ ca.ll ed this _rnas mID out 

to .. ark tl:. e roadS this was don e u6u~lly tnic e y mrly in tb e apr1nS a4 in 
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f a ll,nll ab le bO d1 £d mm, 1 
, '/ ere B VO'l a ec.ll and. had to rEPort out on B. 

•• (rta1n road at a a fl"tain time to k V/or under m En choo _ by .... tb e Board of 

sup fX\r1eors. 

It was 1n 1872 th t eli a a sput e was rais Ed. by Gr eEnbr1 er County 

about ou r county lin e so ou r ~-ard Of S 
=.I up €TV1 Bora appo1nt ed. a. eommis8-

10n to me et a dE'lEgat1on appoint ed by Or embri6 Count y and th ei try to 

€Stab l1sh a tru e and perman mt boundary b etw em tb e two eou:lti es,and to 

t hat cor.un1 ss10n our board appointed the following mel Allm coaltf!IJ 

Georg e Baxt EX,and S . B loury Jr, th (6 e: mID met \)ith th e on ES s elECt Ed by 

Gre:mb ri €I' and their fin ding s and recommondations were filed in our 

Cl erk s off1c e and a copy was s rot to tb e Doard Of 
of Gr emb ri EI' 

Sup ervisora fa be ill ed 

in thar county records so thst this disput e would be settled. for all 

t i mre, but again in IS75 'this line naB again brougbt up bdore our county 

officials end another commission naB appo inted to meet \'lith a delEb,"8.tion 

from Gre61b rier County to try and EStab lisb our county line,the)' met end 

made th tir r <port back to th €ir r esp ectiv e counti", that th ey r 'Pr ... mt e:1 

in hop ES that this wou ld nak e a p EC!!IEl.n mt lin e b etI7 em ?ocahonte.s and Gr-

f. mbr1 er counti €S. 

Shortly aft er IS70 our countl' w mt through anoth er c!leng e .a ... 

received mtirely a n87 sft of county offioials as the county c •• ed ~O 
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r.ln by e. boa rd o£ Su 
~ c Pervleore but \7f3'lt back to t h t- County Court like it 

r.ll6 firs t run by,thic COUrt compooed of thefolloY11ng John Lison "'res, ';7m . 

=eAt er,John G. Bmrd, O.H MeMo rror. ~ Fra.'1cle Darer and ",allie.m Bror.n,thESe 

It81 all being Justle EB V! er e cle.E:slfi ed. to perform th ar dUtl es in court for 

the y mrs of 1S73,74,75 end 76 t uo of these men prrolded. ouer the court at a 

.. bieh e; er term of court th ef \7 ex e deslgne.t ed to hold. th ES e dat ES having li::6E 

b em \7o rk Ed out by th e County Court. 

Attorn eye of this B ection e.d.n'mtt ed to practlc e at th e car of Poce.hon-

t as Court \7 er e th E. follor-in g John A.lJeN eel, G rorg e :;: . Uoff ett J om! el A. Stet ex, 

and John M. Ligh tn ex t h €S e mel \7 er e kEpt busy trost of th e time a.s much l. ega1 

matt ers r.rEXE to ce dispos Ed of. alone; ab-out this t i me. 

Info rrration . County .R €Cords . Court Houe e.l:a.rlin ton . . ;j . Va . 
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, Pro3oct 
\'f\"1.tOrll 

&.. 1:1 cehonto.S county. 

county t S .1 0 Slllith . !Hll(]1)Oro.V:. Ve. • . o 
Go\' cmmm ,amu ' 

7.11 en th e 1'1!J r was over nnd 
t'" gOV Ern-the nert officials of our coun J 

had tum over and the townships 
t Gran t Establish eel inst md of d!str i c s 

t OI:'Ilship \:a6 ou r pr ES elt 

- l'd
Hunt Ersville Dlctrict . Lincoln i'.'as wha.t is no., 

L-«lB to·'~ ·",l!cade Tor.ne:b ip knoml as L1 tt 1 e ~" 0..= - · S ... .. i .. t Unmon waS \;hat is ray ~ .... - ~ , 

I:aS ~l:at port ion of Focahontas 
b ' . Dlstrict • county that is knor;n as Or E'6'l an .• 

Th f' county S Eat was 
·t 8 moved tv in Gran t Tomshlp,but in lat €I' Y fare 1 \':£0. 

Lincoln TOI'.'1lshi? at uarline Bottom ncn uarlinton and th e lar~fSt town in 

tt, f' coun~y, part ly dll e to it b €in,; th I; S m t of justic e X an d part 1y dU e to 

the Chasopmk and Ohio ' Rail Road that passe through it on its run up th€-

Gl' €e1bri €I' from Rone S' at e to rurbin. 

Just e£t€I' the Civi1 ·.·,'ar an act of thelCf;islaturepe,ased by that 

bo~' tt'Ou£. ry 2I . rS66 r~uiring the boards of al l the countiES of the state 

to appo int a cotn.'1l i asion €I' to r G3.s~ ESS th e count:r to th is task th f!j appoi nt Ed 

.,1111a:n· E. Johnson of LincoJ..'1 To\'mship . Aft ('x the land had bern 2,SSESsed. n:any 

of our lL..nd Om) ere corep lain ed to th €- board of sup ervisors and oft m had th ri r 

taxES 1o\7€l' Ed by redUcing theva lU£.tion as many homes andfarmbui 1dill£8 haa. 

b E-el burn E;d dUring th e war an d th e!. r prop erty damar; fd i n £' C1 aal so this m ta-

nt llIor e: nork for Ou r county officials in mal:ing adjust ments and ti:ling to & rl 

th 1n~s ~Ju.v..l1z €d as fli'..lch (-I s t!:l ... • .DO SS ib 1, .. c l d I • 1 h ~ "" t 1 cs •• ..., • Oll • r. l=' f:= ... o;,,·m nt,. _ 8 ",.. ~ 

ASSff;sor of thE- county Johnson x(=cE1v Ed .; 239',5S end dllrL"E,; th f l"ounds r£ 

.- • - - .... ' ..... t: u_ "L € 
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h oth IT Go'l te. C\loh as birthf.l and tlce rosine:; th ( county he had to Cf).t er 

IS 67 th ( an e OO-B ed va.lua t 10n of d tf\ths . In 
th e county \78.8 J 10. 55 1. 70 of 

Sor r fC fl v eel » th i s naa hie pa.y . thi s t h e ass £8 

. t h t r t of t h e wax until af t EX' th e Th f first 1 £Ny layed f r om € s a 

c los e r.RS Jun E Is67 an d "'8.S for $ 3 , 75S . 65 n:uch of uh i oh was f o r €Xp alS e 

of l' E;PP.lri n g tb e court hous e a.'1 d. jei 1 at th e c los e of th e !':e.r , Tb E 1 tvy 

of W6g r-a s fo r $ 4. 473 .54 the co st of (;ovl;'l'llm mt still rising as more 

r oadS 'I7eI€ b €in& bui lt throushout t h e coun·~ y all th is f ell on th e shou-

lci€l.'S of th e hoard of sup erviso r s to pes s on an a. th €'j in t u rn turn Ed th e 

m::.t t €!' ov €I' to th e many s urv eyors of r oa ds fo r fSta b lis.'t! m6'lt or rerouting 

s a the caae ll'ight be. At t h is t i me our s t a te govcrnm61t thought it best to 

ha'll-e (Rch county l'!port it s debt s and what it >!ou1d tal~e to pay currmt 

OC!)El'lSES and.c 1 1B,r up th€ b p. ck indebt ic.m.ESS , 'I1hich 'lras done and it lo'e.S fo_ 

una. that i t r.ould take $ 4 . 390 . 00 to ac co mp lish this End.It .. as ab out this 

t i me that th e tmmsh i p s TIer e cut up in t o p r ECinte of no ich 17€ still hnv e 

tOday a s i t tta s t hough t b est t o have our county gO\7ernment operating a8 

n re r a s nany of h er ci t i z 618 a s possib 1 e a s so in th E. format ion of th e Co-

unty 
If 

i n 2 1 £.s it a l \72.Y s ha s b em t h e clos er 'th e b Oo,; ernm61t 1s to h €I' P mp_ 

lethe mo r e: €ff 1c 1elt our gove:rn n: mt can op aate in both state and county . 

Th e qu ES t ion aga i n a r o s e about removing th E' county s £t f roE:! r-llnt er-

sv111e £.nd so in the elECtion of 1566 it riP..S put up to t h €votE: of 
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1 - .::UX10CcXIOC1!lXlfi ffUK th e v 4lt e r. ae for r €-mova l t S a galnst e3 th e ptOP , I 

subjrot I'm s thEn tab l ed 'lintil thefollolving yrar 1867 and this ti methe 

\'ot e st ood for r EfIlo" a l 55 a gainst !IO this e ett l ed t h e natt e:r for t h e 

t i me-As th E' coun t y nae g rfB.tly in need of reJe1Ue it ,\'as dECided t hat 

th e-I r;ou l d adV utise fro m t h etimeof this mEeting in DEC 6'lIb er until tar _ 

ch 1'01' r fSpons l b l e m e1 to bi d on ta.l:ing th e bridg e ac ross th e Gr embri er 

RiV €l' at Marli ns Bottom over naking a t o ll bridge out of same and with 

th e Elon ey tal!; e1 in a s t oll k E~ th e bridg e up a lso a part of th e Marlins 

Bottom L fl.7i sbu r g Turnp i k e ,this r ~air to ca ll} e from th:e funds colI rot B:i 

a t th € to ll b r l d& e. 

To r epa ir t h e Court hou s e an d jail require:! 600.00 and tbel':ork 

lias donE. by tiilliam CUrry r.-ith s om E outsi ~ €- h E'lp.Up on the XE'Signition of 

GEO r g (!P. l::oor e i n 67 Samu el Buzzard 't.Rs chasm a s cl€l'k for the board of 

sup €XVi sors an d in 68 r:a s eh o A fJ. 
s G'l 86 ESsOr as A • .ttAdki8on rob o '\'les ElECt a:i 

As s ESsor di d not 4Ua l ify . 

:'-i t h James A Prie e op erat i ng a hot el a t Harlins Bottom, And!' sv 

1.:c !e.ubh lin a le. d f 

n Otmer 0 that s a me s ection o b tained a lic61Se in 1869 to 

OPfratea h otel a l so.It b 
'I'1as a out t his same t i me that rr.a.ny li e ffiS e t'l ere 

obtai n 00 to a el l liGuors 
in privat e hom ES 

end oth ex EStablishmmts through_ 
out. th e county( th ia rlaB kno rm lia th e days 

of th e Pigs tar)in tb e liqUOr tradE" 
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bing 

It "BS about IIl67 that th. qu <stion eros. about th < county subscri _ 

$ 50. 000. 00 in capito l stock of the ChesapEake. Ohio Railroad t hat 

""s operating at that time at the 1017er "'d of the Gr.mbrier River at 

Ronceverte. Thevoter. of th i s county votEd a!;ainst it at that time but 

a . eln in 1S6g the 4Ueetion was asain raiSed but like bEfore 17as voted 

down by the voter. of the COUoty, but the future thinking citizals of the 

county did not g ive up the struggle and so about 1900 ea" the C & 0 Op.-r_ 

e "ng up the Greenbrier , this was brOUgh t about by OUr count). governmEnt 

wO

r

1

r

1ng On it for a number of YERre fine lly acccmpliSi!ing what th,¥ had 

tried to do for oVer a qUa r ter of a cmtury. 111th the Coming of the C & 0 

in lat"" Years OU r COunty governrn ",t gained in many ways , in taxation,tr_ 

aVel i n!; Conveyance for her popu lation, r.oae e IllOd e of transportation for 

)Ur l7any COlll.'Odoties prOduCed rlithin OUr borders,so th e COming of the 

It up th e Gr embri fr r· ... s brought abou t by OU r pion efr county govern"'Ent 

'Y heVing be", def"'ted in their efforts ti mf and time again but these 

Us od th eir unt iring efforts at that time toat l7e h fre in POCahontas 

Ity tOday might "'joy end appreciat e th e efi'orts put i'orth by OUr for_ 

COuoty l eaders that helped establish .a county Govern0 61t that has 

;h t Us Gradua lly uPr;,lrd i'or OVer a century,th€), ~ought a g OOd fi;;ht 
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;t:t"sblisb1nC our county bovernmmt . 

Th t> sup av 1901'S of ~g 66 " .. eI"I e A c)un Nott i ngha m, R rub 91 Buzzard, \70 . 3 
, 

~ah and Cha rl €B Uonison th.c:}' . 
rECeived 2 . 00 ,1'01' each ciay 9PEnt in t1'e.n_ 

. . ,. 
sacting rout fn e baain EEls,euch e.s th e ealari ES of various office holders . , 

dEtermining t~ eir dutl .ts , etc.And tOday our county governmmt 1s T"o.ln on DUch 

., 
th e se.m eplan as it Faa founded on over a <?mtury ego by oux .dell> thinking 

public spirit ea. \ : .. ~ 
men " " .. 

• .'1 : 
, .'.- .... , -It 

.... , -< ;.~ ~ .-' ~ ~ • • • - •• .. f ~ ,:'2· ...• 
, , . 

, 
.... ~, ~ : ;'.~.'" ... ";:.. "~ .. 

about 186g that th e toll bri dg e',was .firs.t pu.~ int? us e in ;poc-
o .. ".' ,'. " .... 1.;.' ... _~ 

It we.s 

.,,-.. ' . ~"' .. ~ . 
anon tas County ,having served its "purpos e f or a numb ex pi years or up to th e , , 

~ . '.' , , 
first part of thenin. et'emth C61tUry when thf!!J were done away Tiith by our 

• 

. ~ , . . .. . 
c ounty ·court.s, th ey having· ·s· erV ed th ei~ ~y in h e1pi~g maintain ·th ems ely £s 

, .. ,;, \.. .. .. .. 
.. ' ,," 1":';- ' · ,..... _. '. ~. ; .: .. " 

and part of. our main nlghl'!'B.ys,thElf being brought about by 

.. ,~', .• ~; ".;:' :)~ j --;;:~j:';~:~;' 1:: .. :\ .. ~ .. \~)tL ~ i,. 
~ . <. ,·x··.. ~' ... : - ,~ 0 ,- < ~ ." ... 

ErIlm61t a."1d were dOn' e aNay -with by the swif'e body. ~ 
~,~\ ;. ' ' •••••• ,. r 

~ ." "'-, ' " . . or·
1

• o. 
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Gov crnmCl t . Sr.:01~ (1 G. Smi t h . H111obo:,o . , ;. Va . Poca.l'J.ontas COll."lty . 

... o:!i Hi 
f 1rst Sh (r1ff of PocE',nontas Coun .. y t"f>8 1:1 r :62 thf't th c 

flO th € county 
in county Gomourn fed th £ dre.th of on e of our pion eel'S 

(rn :nmt Jonathan t ti me that Jacob I{inn1son quaJo r dan .It \7aS about tha 

lifi Ed as d€puty 6h El'iff fo r Isaac uC,'/€el . 

At . it ' of th e c~unty had to thE" outbrmk of the i7E1X thE' inr:ao an~s 

'h -an"ar E ,·.·· s v rry bar -d f .... ...f'f' Er mis Ery <:!-8 ". E , ... IT.eny hardsh i ps an 0 " rn s ....... _ 

be.rious and distxuct i ve as many buildin bs \7 €re burn ed and a ll Bo rts of p r -

~"m" ~ ca' or !!!ole-sted . r-he cOl!rt had to meet in the old ?X£'SOytE!'op fl'ty i7as ....... =.., 

at liuntE-rsvill€. as the court hous(. hac! "oem sft on fire but the i e:l. Church 

records 1:-€1'E' SE.V€Q Lnd tal:m i n hidi ng: for thE:ir presE:rvation,.DJ.rinG t~e 

l;l:. r r;hE'rl. all able bodi ed rn61 '!lCXf- in mili tary service supp li£:e "Ere herd to 

g et and at very high pricE's Especially c l othing so it f Ell on thl;: count)' 

court to try and relievE the. si'tuation by appointing an a g e.1t to purchas e 

cotton yarn and cott on cloth to be used in c l oth in b' the famili€S of the 80-

ldiel's cmd of pOOl' ;JEoplE to this task thE-y appointed. Co l.Paul !:c~( d end 

~ve him the pOtiEr to use as high aR 50 . 000 . 00 'n , .. rEli (Ving tbe situation 

as "int cr ~7as a;p l'oach i:!g and th ( opalac E n € edE'Ii clothi!lb so tr. f'y had to 

act in hast e l~t thE li '\-ee of peo;.. le of Pocahontas Cm.:.nty be Ends.nb(rE'd.. 

Il'ch :amily payE'.;i cash for the yarn and;t the cloth EYCEpt the l cE' s fort;,:.r_e:t~ 

and to th(:sE- it;;e.e rationed to me Et their nE"cESsitics . DJ.rin& thf' m r it 
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t hl court ack€d all thl actinc j:lstic cs fll1 OV Er the county ms. ff! 80 

~o IH rt r.1th than to consider ~hE issuing and selling of b onds they , ... ae 

J . 
to 1' ( ,$.25~5 0 8..."l1' 100.00 bond£: end ~·: crc to bE oi'fexed for Bp le by thE Snt-

l'!ff ~t July t ErUl of court n~64 , th Eo. sh €riff hnv i nb !=lost eO. notic €s 0-" E!' 

t~.f county to t:!'la"!: affec t.The court did not t1E- et regularly duri ng thE ,-;a r 

as o:} ly Gus inese of ur[Y-nt nature r.e.a passed on anel then p. s circumstancES 

';':"ou l ::!. P €rOO t . 

C ' " 2" r "''' l!. :"ri Elh Efl' 6"lCr '\'ias chOSe! Sher i ff cf pocahontas O UJ.1'-y .. ay 0 ':'0. 

:.i~ tenurE of offic€' sta rting Jcu:ue.ry r re65 . 

At; th i s time it ";';£"S ve...-y hard to get supp lies to this sect i on as :110 _ 

E't of th e!!! c0ul d only b E f;,:ott en at ~il1boro DEp0t or po i nts iarther a'7e.y 

e nd in t h e distribution ci s a l t aft €1' it had been allett Ed Each i's.:ni l y had 

to G.br ee to €,; i ve :;:lne fifth of his a 1lettmmt and. upon al'rival P.t pl?~c £S of 

distri b'..ltion he.d. to pay $ 5 . 00 a hu.1'lCir ed t h ie :!'It:e.nt a vuy h i c.i1 :::n'ice for 

se lt but TiES t he on ly .... ay of obt aining it . And a g r m.t u part of the rE6?O_ 

!"!siCli lity res tEd on t h e nands of the Cou.'1ty Court , as the mO Et of the popu L 

at ion r:a s d~ mdent on it . 

It TillS about this time that the Coul't made a eurv cy and found that 

pn ar EC" 
of the county 32 by :5 ml1ee f:as t71thout the sErvicES of e phys l cla.'l 
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;>UTl)OG t of pl'8.oticinb in Hunt~8ville: thel the county ece.t of 

county . 

In IEl65 Pocabontas was in th e: ninth Judicial Cireui t eompos ed of 

pocnbontas) 01' eenb ri er, Uonro e and Mc D:"l{.!ell f ! i th Nathani el HarriBon as th e 

judE;e and it ;;as he that apPointed Robert Gay Recorder of PocehoDtas Co . 

Olring th E rre. r no levy 17as Jayed a.s all th e ab l e bodi e:i men of tb e 

county, ... ere in military service end the ones at home l'1ere unable: to pay 

to Eraore no levy 178.S lay ed. 

It 1':a8 in Ig4I- I S42 'l7h m the honorable JohD Grimes rEpTes61ted Poca_ 

hontas County in the Virginia L€gi slature by a direct apPEal U from thE 

people of the county and it flas upon his mot ion that chart ers were grant ed 

for three Acadenys in Pocahontas County Ri llsbo ro ,Hunt EIsv i l l e and GrEmbank . 

T~.c prople of the county r.ere h ilarious over the fact that they \':ErE: going 

to halle these Academys and that hib'her branches of learning could be tau_ 

;,ht 0 

The periOd that fo'llo"ed aft€T the Civil ':la r miGht be called the 

~Econstruction peTiod. of POl.:ahontas County as th e crunty 
r:as ve:y ouch torn 

p a s '" €at Virginia you might say '",tas th E dividing line bet\'1em th E' North 

ld th E' South th €refo r €' POCahontas County 

,ff t"rmt \i'ays a nd this \7ttS ESPECially 

r:as Very moh torn up in T:2.1ly 

true in h EI' county goV€rnmmt fo r at 

of the 'I7b.r the :tormer county Of 
01 i01a-Is :7E'l'€ OllStFd and-ts, nn; sEt 
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th . -'. ~l'upt l n. th e county £,;QV ( rn[!)eJ t and b y eo 
;>i!.101111a too!: OVEr , .Erroy ..... _ 

of ou x Q)unt:r off i oi a ls f r om thE time of fir s t s ett l er. e.. 

tb 
- k of t h . ua, :r '..-a s sacriflc ed.About t il e c los e of th e \'lax th e 

ntuptheou r .... 

county off ici a e 17E.re rrorked v err ax a s ~J 1 
h d th .'" did not function during th e 

war and lI'any Estat €S he d to be e ett led up ITh Bl t h e 17ar c los Ed as rrany had 

died and oth ers had blE m kill ed Upon the fields of battle fach side iight _ 

1ug; f or what th ey thoUBb t nas righ t. 

At th e c lo s e of th e r.ar th e mtire county govern.mmt; nae reo:rgan_ 

12: ed end start i ng at th is time 1 t ITll. B run by a boa rd of sup €XVieors inst fad 

of the Ccunty Court it I'.'a s run by i n former Yffirs,the first meEting of this 

body \';as h eld by e t €l1!porary board h eld at Edxey Sept enb ex 24 1865 served 

from their r "'P ,c"v e to,," ships ' s it "as calle" at this time inst"'d of Dis_ 

tXi c's,PEt er Gr1m es was serving f xo m .tl.lx..z. Grant t 01ms
hip,Ga>rge 'J McKeEVer 

f ox t n e t o'msnip of Linooln and B,,, Arbogast fxom th e township of ""'''s and 

on motion of a menber of tha' body Peter Grimes was chos<n presid<nt of that 

body "'ith G
w

%. P Mooxe p,s t ""Porary clexk . Aft.,. this a SPECia l el«"on roes 

supervisor oi Grant TOT.llShiP,R<nry H Grimes elect Ed clerk for th e tormsnip of 

Grant , L, A Sharp ' ls::t <d tr"'sur", of tha t tOlmship and llmi e1 MOCarty for J"s_ 
tice of th 

' • P'Mp,Pct Er H Grim.s as Constable end Peter 'hzzard overseer of 
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, pO or 
for onmt TO~6h1p . Jonathan G l~cNdll r.a.s chosm supE.rviso r for 

L!:'l.co l."l TO\1:'l.st,lp ~,;ith A. G Adkison c1 uk, ::illiam Gibson overs£:er of the 

poo r,John Sharp trEasur ex, Nathan G Barlow Justie e, John J Gay Conste:o le, 

the Tmmsh ip of MEade'l':a6 not rtcorded at the time but eft EX some cont_ 

roversf;'/ its choic e of county officials l'IEI'e r eco rded but at a later da-

t e. 

The p erio d that :followed the Civil rial' was a very dark one not 

only to the citiz EnS of the county but to our county officials as eJ ery -

th ing that could be dest royed was destroyed and 60 many pEople had died 

o r \7 er € ki 11 ed during th e war and th €ir prop El'ty had to be. apprais ed and 

an administrator be appointed by the county to s€ttle up the estate,the 

OVer SEers of the poor to find homes for orphan and dependant childrEd as 

many homES \'l€ r e comp 1et f" ly brokEn up as a result of the war . 

In! orna tion. County Records, llar lint on. ,1. Va. 

Nancy A McNeill,BuckeyE, H.Va. Age S9 years) 


